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There are some things which cannot be changed 
from the outside, by any amount of human argument 
or persuasion. Ifa man dislikes the odor of a cer- 
tain flower, he cannot be convinced, even by the 
sternest logic or the most graceful rhetoric, that it 
is agreeable to him; argument is for the time use- 
less. Even in religious things there is a time 
to keep silence. The work of the Holy Spirit is 
the one thing escential, for it not only influences 
but utterly changes the heart. The feeblest sermon 
or the clumsiest tract may to-day bring a man to 
tears, who yesterday was unmoved by the greatest 
of preachers. 





Of course every good teacher will know if one of 
his or her scholars is absent from school on a Sunday, 
and will recall that fact, and ask the reason of the 
absence on meeting the scholar during the week. It 
18 @ great gain for a superintendent to be able to do 
the same thing. Many a superintendent does it. 
He takes the school record of attendance at the 
close of the session, and goes carefully over it to see 
who were absent, that he may have the fact in mind 
when he meets any of the absentees. There are 
even pastors who give this attention to their schools, 
and who thereby gain greatly in opportunities of 
good. This is hardly practicable in very large Sun- 
day-schools ; but it is practicable in many schools 
where as yet it is not so considered. 


It is said of our Saviour as a teacher, that when 
he took his seat, and his scholars gathered about 








him, “ he opened his mouth and taught them.” It 
would be well for every teacher to have this example 


of his Lord in mind, as he takes his seat before his 


scholars. Unless he opens his mouth to teach, he 


might as well keep his mouth shut. Whatever he| 
would teach, he must first know. When he has| 
taught what he set out to teach, he had better stop. | 


Such pictorial profanity as this should be condemned 
more severely than a word of spoken blasphemy, 
since its influence is more striking and more perma- 
nent. A kindred evil to this is the common habit of 
using texts of Scripture in puns or jests. This has 
been done several times, even in the halls of Con- 
gress, during the present session, as often before. 


It is on this passage of Scripture that Luther com-| This style of false and irreverent wit also forms 


ments pithily, in the line of a practical application | 


to those who have anything to say which is 
worth saying: “Get up quickly; open the mouth 
widely ; be done shortly.” This counsel is quite as 
appropriate to the prayer-meeting, or to the lecture- 
room, as to the Sunday-school. 


It can never be said that the Society of Friends 
divorces religion from morals. Among the formal 
queries propounded concerning its members at its 
various Monthly and Yearly Meetings, are such as 
the following, which might be wisely considered in 
other branches of the Christian Church: “ Are 
Friends clear of the manufacture and sale of all 
intoxicating beverages; are they carefal to discour- 
age their use as a drink; and is due caution observed 
in the use thereof as a medicine?” “ Are Friends 
careful to live within the bounds of their circum- 
stances, and to keep to moderation in their trade or 
business ; are they punctual to their promises, and 
just in the payment of their debts; and are such as 
give reasonable grounds for fear on these accounts, 
timely labored with for their preservation and 
recovery?’ There would be a fluttering in some 
congregations if these questions were pressed to an 
answer in open meeting. 


The number of persons in New England who have 
taken the total abstinence pledge, during the last 
four months, is certainly remarkable. The temper- 
ance work has been especially successful in central 
New England, and particularly in the western 
counties of Massachusetts. The Springfield Repub- 
lican says that it is undoubtedly an under-estimate 
to say that there have been one hundred thousand 
signatures to the pledge, in New England, since the 
first of December last. It publishes a list of the 
numbers who are “ wearing the blue” in seventy- 
six places in Massachusetts, two in Connecticut, and 
two in Vermont. The total is 89,015. By com- 
paring these figures with the census of 1870, which 
pretty accurately represents the present population 
of Western Massachusetts, it would seem that in 
some towns nearly every male inhabitant wears a 
blue ribbon. Thus the population of Great Barring- 
ton is 4320, while there are 2100 blue-ribbon men ; 
in Springfield there are 4500 out of 26,703; in 
Greenfield, there are 1800 out of 3589 ; and in Adams, 
there are 4600 out of 12,090. It is probable that 
the percentage of drinking men in the United States 
was never eo small as at the present time. 

Some modern political caricaturists, in their de- 
sire to draw pictures which shall attract and in- 
fluence the public, are accustomed to parody the 
scenes of New Testament history, and to put upon 
modern statesmen or politicians the garb and the 
names of holy apostles and evangelists. A recent 
number of an American humorous journal even repre- 
sented President Hayes as bearing a cross, crowned 
with thorns, and ecourged by his political opponents, 





far too large a part of the humorous paragraphs in 
which some of our more famous newspapers take 
their chief pride. True reverence extends to every 
mention of sacred things. A man who really reveres 
the Bible and its best characters will never mention 
them in a way which will tend to their slighting or 
contempt. 








A striking illustration of what is sometimes called 
“homiletic license” is given in an article by the 
brilliant critic, Professor William O. Wilkingon, in 
last week's issue of The Independent. Professor 
Wilkinson assumes, to begin with, that an unnamed 
public man referred to as an illustration, by Profes- 
sor Austin Phelps, in a recent article in The Sunday 
School Times, was “ unmistakably” Daniel Webater. 
Starting out with this assumption, Professor Wilkin- 
son proceeds to the inference that Professor Phelps 
called in question the motive of Mr. Webster, when 
he mentioned a fact and a coincidence in the history 
of the unnamed statesman. Seeming to forget that 
his basis of argument is only an assumption fortified 
by an inference, Professor Wilkinson runs on with 
several columns in reprehension of careless charges 
“against the good name of a dead man,” and of the 
unreserved assertion of a certain ‘‘ motive” of that 
man without proof that such was the prevailing 
motive. Since, in simple fact, Professor Phelps did not, 
in the article criticised, either name Mr. Webster, or 
assume to know his motive, the sweeping sentence of 
condemnation which the author of a Free Lance 
passes upon the method of the author of The Still 
Hour is but another example of the evil of “ homi- 
letic license," whereby a writer in “ using his il- 
lustrious instance to point his important moral,” 
has taken his assumptions and inferences for veri- 
table truth, and, “intent on the moral, been not 
careful enough concerning the instance.” Next week 
we shall lay before our readers a letter from Pro- 
feesor Phelps on the whole question involved. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL POSSIBILITIES. 


Among other themes of discussion finding a place 
on the well-arranged programme of the approaching 
Atlanta Convention, is that of “ Possibilities in the 
future "—of the Sunday-school. That is a thing 
worth thinking about, and it is a good sign that it 
finds a place in the deliberations of the International 
Convention. 

There are possibilities in the fature of the Sunday- 
school—glorious possibilities yet unattained, yet 
undefined. It is important to recognize this fact. 
The Sunday-school is more of an institution than it 
was a generation ago. Itis better appreciated and 
better worked by us than it was by our fathers. 
Bat it is not all that it ought to be; it is not all that 
it may be. It has possibilities which can be realized 
only when we know more than we now_know, and 
do more than we now do; or when those who follow 
us know more than evertwe knew, and do better 
than ever we did. If we fail to realize this truth, 
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we sball be satiefi-d with the Sunday-school as it is, 
or as we now see that it ought tobe; and ‘here will 
be an end to its progress. 

Progress in good is the law of God’s kingdom. 
It is said of Isaac, the child of promise, that he 
“ went forward ’’—or, a3 the margin gives it, “ went 
going—and grew until he became very great.” 
This ought to be the record of every child of promise; 
he ought to move forward, and keep on both going 
and growing. “The path of the just is as the 
ghining light, that shineth more and more unto the 
perfect day.” Vow is not the “ perfect day” of the 
Sunday-school. Taat agency must make progress 
“more and more” until the perfect day is fairly 
here. Without dwelling in over-confidence or in 
boast fulness on the things which are already secured 
in the Sunday-school, its friends ought to reach forth 
unto those things which are before, and press steadily 
and determinedly toward the mark of the high 
calling of that agency in the church of Christ Jesue. 

But the progress of the Sunday-school, like the 
progress of every other good thing, must be in the 
direction of its original purpoee in the plan of God 
B-ing divinely started forward, it must continue to 
go forward—not backward nor sideways, but for- 
ward. It is recorded of the living creatures which 
Ez-kiel eaw in his vision, and of the wheels within 
wheels which accompanied these living creatures, 
that “they went every one straight forward ; whither 
the spirit was to go, they went; and they turned 
not when they went ;’ for with all the complication 
of the machinery of these wheels, “ the spirit of the 
living creatures was in the wheels,” and the move- 
ment cf that spirit was ever forward. When God 
directs a thing iorward, there is no right way for it 
to go except forward. The high possibilities of the 
Sunday-school are all in one direction. It was 
started as aschool for Bible study, and for the 
irfluenciog and instructing of its pupils, from the 
youngest child upward, in the epirit and teachings 
of the Christian life. In this direction it must make 
its true progress. The Sunday-school can never be 
properly anything lees than a Bible school; never 
anything ehort of a purely Christian echool. 

Yet there are great changes in methods of work 
possible to the Sunday-school, in the direction of 
true progress. The old paths must be the new 
paths; but there isa wide difference between the 
old paths and the old ruts. Old ruts may be wisely 
abandoned without a departure from the old paths. 
There may be a new organization of the Sunday- 
school. It may have new relations in its machinery 
and workings to the family and to the pulpit. Its 
officers and teachers may be differently chosen and 
differently trained from now. The relation of its 
services to other services of the church may be quite 
different. Its membership may be more compre- 
hensive than at present. It may demand and have 
more commodious and better designed rooms and 
buildings, a greater outlay for its support in pro- 
portion to the gross expenses of the congregation, 
a larger share of the pastor’s time and labors in 
comparison with his other work. There may be 
mauy such improvements in and for the Sunday- 
school, all in the direction of its present best work. 

We do not propose to discues at this time the 
details of probable or of desirable progress of the 
Sanday-school in the immediate future. We wish 
merely to call special attention to this theme, as one 
worthy of thoughtful consideration, which we are 
glad to know is to have due consideration in the 
conference at Atlanta. 


A LESSON FROM THE PHONOGRAPH. 


The telephone and the phonograph, though hardly 
known a year ego, are already somewhat familiar to 
the people at large; and the former, both in Ger- 
many ard the United S:atee, has become a part of 
the ordinary machinery of business. The telephone 
reproduces spoken words ata great distance; the 
phonogreph simply repeats them, at any future time, 
to aemall circle of hearers. Thus, the former has 








the greater commercial utility, while the latter is the 
more curious and surprising. 

The construction of the phonograph is compara- 
tively simple; a sheet of tin-foil on a revolving 
cylinder receives a series of indentations of varying 
depth, corresponding to those vibrations of the air 
which are caused by the spoken voice. These inden- 
tations are made to reproduce, by means of a 
stretched and vibrating membrane, the sounds by 
which they were originally made. The possibilities 
of this instrument, which is as yet somewhat rudely 
constructed, are remarkable. Mr. George B. Pres- 
cott, one of the oldest and most cautious of living 
electricians, tells us, in Scribner’s Monthly, what it 
may be expected to do within a few years. Persons 
at a distance from each other, he says, will be able to 
send phonograph letters, on durable sheets, which, 
put into an instrument corresponding to that on 
which they were made, will reproduce not only the 
words but the very voice of the sender. Such 
sheets, of course, may be kept for any length of 
time, and thus even the dear words and the fawil.ar 
tones of the dead will be reproduced at pleasure. 
Libraries will be able to preserve the utterances ot 
famous orators and singers; and “it will be possible, 
a generation hence, to take a file of phcnograph 
letters, spoken at different ages by the same person, 
and hear the early prattle, the changing voice, the 
manly tones, and the varying manner and moods of 
the speaker—so expreesive of character—from child- 
hood up.” In a word, the phonograph, when per- 
fected, will be an instrument which will run by clock- 
work, asemoothly as a music-box ; and, according to 
the authority just quoted, ‘ will undoubtedly repro- 
duce every covdition of the human voice, including 
the whole world of expression in speech and song.” 

The phonograph will doubtless become an impor- 
tant instrument in courts of law. From its pitiless 
aceuracy there can be no appeal, tor speech is even 
harder to counterfeit than written words. What is 
uttered to the four winds of heaven may be repro- 
duced by means of this instrument, long afier the 
epeaker has forgotten his own words; and a promise 
or a threat may return after many years to curse 
him who made it. How many men would be willing 
that a phonograph should be kept in motion at their 
side during the whole of one single day? Would 
not its record, at nightfall, too often be stained by 
words of carelessnees, or profanity, or hate, or falee- 
hood? It is a common thing for persons to go 
through a day or a week with the thought ever in 
their minds,—What wou!d my mother, or my wife, 
or my friend say if they saw me do this particular 
thing, or heard me utter this very word? But 
mother, or wife, or friend can forget or forgive; a 
phonograph for a companion would do neither. 
Back to the speaker would return not only his 
words, but the tone which betrayed the spirit in 
which they were uttered. Would not this be an 
appalling listener, for a year, a month, or a day? 

But this mechanical contrivance, imperfect at 
best, teaches us a still more solemn lesson. There 
is, beside each living soul, a listener that not only 
hears every spoken syllable, but reads the motive 
which gives it birth. The phonograph will chiefly 
preserve the finished oration or the labored letter ; 
but the most careless outburst, as well as the studied 
address, is treasured in a record far more perfect 
than could be kept by any material instrument, 
though kept running day and night for a lifetime. 
The very thought of the possibilities of this invention 
of yesterday is startling. What, then, shall we say 
of the Saviour’s saying: ‘‘ Every idle word that 
men shall speak they shall give account thereof in 
the day of judgment; for by thy words thou shalt 
be justified, and by thy words thou shalt be con- 
demned " ? 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


So long as there are scoffers, or honest doubters, to 
question the authority and authenticity of the Bible, 
there is need that those who accept this book as from 





God should be able to say why they do so. A question 
put to us by a superintendent, as follows, is worthy of a 
considerate reply. 

If you were a Sunday-school teacher, and were asked the 
question, how do you know that the Bible is true? what would 
be your answer? We, of course, believe the Bible true, and have 
our reasons for it; but just how to explain it to others is not so 
easy. The question above was asked of one of my teachers, but 
she found herself unable to give her scholars a satisfactory answer. 
Your answer will be looked for with interest in the Sunday 
School Times. 

After all, as better than any historical proof, complete 
as that is in its way—the evidence of the truth of the 
Bible which comes home to every heart is that which the 
Bible itself supplies. The Bible treats of things concern- 
ing which all want to know. It treats them in a manner 
consistent with the highest knowledge and the supremest 
longings of the human mind and heart. Its disclosures 
and teachings meet fully every want of every soul. It 
satisfies the spiritual cravings of man’s nature as com- 
pletely as the loving ministry of a true and tender 
mother meets the needs of her child, who knows that she 
is his mother because of the evidence which that loving 
ministry itself supplies, Only He who made the soul 
could so meet the needs of the soul as they are met in 
the Bible. 





Many an active worker, in the pulpit or elsewhere, 
learns too late the simpler laws of mental and physical 
hygiene,—that work should be varied and intermitted ; 
that sleep is the best restorative, and that the element of 
worry should be banished from both waking and sleeping 
hours A Kansas pastor, the Rev. E E Rogers, now 
spending an enforced period of rest, thus writes, out of 
his own experience : 


I want to address a word to those whose profession or business 
calls for severe or protracted mental employment. I have been 
suff-ring for nearly a year from nervous prostration, and have not 
yet so far recovered my health as to te able to resume pastoral 
work. Since my attention has been called to the subject, I have 
discovered that many others are suffering in the same way. Yet 
more will soon be laid aside unless they stop in time, or change 
th-ir habits. I would caution you, my hard-working brother, on four 
points —-First, not to write more than two or three hours at any 
one sitting. It may s-em economy to violatesuch a rule; for when 
the glow of composition is upon ono, the third hour is much more 
productive than the second, and the fourth than both. But 
meantime the biood 18 pouring in upon the brain, and the vital 
fcrces are rapidly expended. A strange, oppressive sensation in 
head and brain reminds you that you have done enough. Then 
bave grace to stop. One of the ablest min‘sters in Ouio was 
called upon to prepare hastily a funeral sermon upon a very 
important occasion. He wrote on and on until it was finished. 
That sermon ended his work in the ministry. Two or three 
hours of recreation thrown in between the hours of study will 
wonderfully recuperate a weary brain. Second, sleep all you 
can, nor deem it wasted time. Dr. Stearns, of the Hartford 
Insane Retreat, one of the ablest of New England physicians, 
gave me this as the first prescription: “Sleep eight or ten hours 
every night, and two or three hours every day.” Sleep! Many 
a minister, author, teacher, needs special culture in this direc- 
tion, Third, take vigorous exercise freely. It would seem 
needless to mention that which every child knows to be a 
necessity. Bat the truth is, we know better than we practice. 
I knew, but I was foolish enough to neglect, one of the first 
principles of health. Asa consequence, I became incapacitated 
for the very exercise I needed. Months of vigorous out-door 
employment have driven the old languor away. If the muscles 
are idle, the nerves suffer. A saw and a pile of oak wood are a 
better tonic for an overworked brain, than bromide or phos- 
phates. A long tramp, a hunting or fishing trip, or a tour in 
search of botanical or geological specimens, pays in health, if it 
does not pay in other gains. Fourth, bear no burdens of anxiety 
or care, for they wear out the brain and corrode the very life. 
God does not want us to bear these burdens. He has offered to 
take them himself. ‘Cast thy burden upon the Lord.” When 
Sunday ends, leave it with the Lord. Why brood over inability 
to do the Lord’s work, as if that work were altogether our own? 
It seems to me now, if I am ever permitted to preach again, I 
shall never allow needless anxistya placa in my squl again. Our 
very weariness of brain may be a very fruitful cause of it. When 
we feel it, an hour with birds, or flowers, or in the midst of inno- 
cent sports, may be as acceptable to God as an hour in the closet. 
We must learn to rest in God. “In quietness and in confidence 
shall be your strength.” 


Mr. Rogers’s last point is the most important of all. 
Worry weakens or destroys more workers than work 
iteelf. Work creates an enthusiasm that makes every- 
thing run smoothly; but worry is always corrosion. The 
oil of gladness will enable the human machine to wear 
longer, while steadily running, than it would if resting and 
rusting without that oil, All leading physicians, further- 
more, egree as to the high remedial value of sleep. One 
of the best known among New York specialists in nervous 
diseases has expressed his opinion that “early to bed and 
late to rise” would make the modern braim-worker healthy 
and wise, if not wealthy. 
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HAPPIEST DAYS. 


BY MARGARET J, PRESTON. 


a 
Which are the happiest days ?— 
When June is abroad in the sky, 
And the breeze with the apple-blossoms plays, 
And we've nothing to do buat lie 
At our ease in the slumberous shade, 
With the volume we love the best, 
And read to the gurgle of music made 
Above in the robin’s nest :— 
Are these the happiest days? 


II. 
Which are the happiest days ?— 
When the riotous snow is whirled 
About our homes in a blinding maze 
Of whiteness that drifts the world: 
When the hickory’s flame has hung 
The walls with an arras warm, 
And we hug our hearts as some song is sung, 
And welcome the stress of storm :— 
Are these the happiest days ? 


III. 

Which, are the happiest days ?— 
When, culturing thought, we dare 
To cloister ourselves from human ways, 
Ignoring the want and care, 

The wretchedness and the woe 
That jostle our equipoise, 

And rufile our downy quiet so, 
And shadow our Attic joys :-— 

Are these the happiest days? 


IV. 
Which are the happiest days ?— 
Those eagerest ones that task 
Onr spirits, till, whether it freeze or blaze, 
We have not the heed to ask; 
When, loving, unselfish, pure, 
We inwardly own, —‘ I'm glad 
That to day I have fed and clothed the poor, 
And solaced the sick and sad :""— 
Are these the happiest days ? 


Lexington, Virginia. 





EXPERIENCE. 
BY WILLIAM 8, PLUMER, D.D. 


Experience is a word in very common use, Almost 
every man thinks he knows what it means, although he 
may not be able or ready to define it. One dictionary 
says it is long proof or trial inany matter. Another says 
it is knowledge acquired by long use, without a teacher 
Another says it is knowledge or wisdom gained by repeated 
trial or practice, with observation and reflection. Yet 
another says it is the knowledge we derive from a series 
of observations, or from practice, or from trials. 

Religious experience is the knowledge we acquire by our 
own mental exercises, under the leadings of God’s spirit 
and the leadings of his providence. It is the sum and 
fruit of the pious exercises of the soul; the knowledge of 
divine things gained by our trials and victories in the 
divine life. It is the result of trial upon trial. Our 
spiritual troubles show us what sin and Satan can do to 
destroy us, and what wonders divine grace can do for us. 
Religious and Christian experience are commonly regarded 
as convertible terms. 

Experience is the best term yet suggested to express 
the knowledge gained by the various exercises of God's 
people in their conflicts with sin and sorrow, trial, and 
temptation. Some have proposed to use the word con- 
sciousness ; but this is no gain, and may lead to confusion. 
Strictly speaking, consciousness is the notice the mind 
takes of its own operations. But religious experience is 
the result of God’s dealings with us in spiritual affairs. 

The difference between a true child of God and a most 
moral sinner is substantially the same as that between an 
angel in heaven and a fallen angel. But the difference 
between a genuine young Christian anda genuine old dis- 
ciple, though not so great, is yet immense. The elements 
of character in both are the same, But one is a raw 
recruit, while the other has often been under fire. Onehas 
pleasing hopes that the Lord will smile and befriend bim 
The other has seen the end of the Lord in many a conflict. 
One is a new-born babe. The other, by reason of use, has 
his senses exercised to discern both good and evil. One 
is an entered cadet at the naval academy. The other is 
an old sailor, ready to lie by in his desired haven, 

It seems strange that on such a subject men should be 
80 ready to dogmatize. It has long been noticed that 
Superficial people, in every department, are far from being 
the most modest. A fervent imagination, a disposition to 
prate, and a dash of self-conceit, are the chief elements in 
the characters of some who profess Christianity ; and thus 





we easily account for their rash and positive mode of 
speaking. In some parts of the world, dreams and visions 
are thought necessary to evince the genuineness of a con- 
version. Others greatly rely on religious raptures. Others 
unduly exalt some peculiar view of theology, as decisive 
of personal religious character. Such things derive no 
countenance from God's word. 

While in the essentials of religious experience there is 


| a delightful uniformity, thereisin non-essentialsa very great 


diversity. In one and the same chapter (Acts 16) we 
have accounts of the conversion of Lydia and of the con- 
version of the jailer. They alike accepted Christ, and 
were both very well affected to his people. But Lydia 
was led in the gentlest way, without any terrors, racking 
distress, or violent emotions. On the other hand, the jailer 
was as a wild bull caught in a net. His feelings were 
violent and terrible. The transitions in his thoughts and 
views were rapid, and his emotions were intense. From 


| thoughts of self-murder he soon came to a quiet and joyful 
| peace in believing. Nothing is therefore more untrue than 


that one man may safely set up his experience in any mat- 
ter, not essential to piety, as a guide to others. 

In judging of our own religious exercises, there is no 
safe and unerring rule but God’s word. To this the expe- 
rience of the whole church is substantially conformed. It 
could not be otherwise, for God’s Spirit is the author both 
of Scripture and of the work of grace in the heart, and he 
never contradicts himself. 

It is of the highest importance that we learn to discrim- 
inate between a spurious and a genuine experience. All 
is not gold that glitters. The wheat and the tares look 
very much alike when they first spring up; but all the 
time their natures are very different. We must distin- 
guish between chaff and wheat, between sweet and bitter, 
between good and evil, between a real work of grace and 
the meltings of nature. 

No man’s piety really goes beyond what he has clearly 
eeen and strongly felt in his soul, and been led to practice 
in his life. Let no one treat this matter lightly. It is 
very idle to charge on religious experience anything favor- 
able to fanaticism. Men may be fanatics on any subject; 
but a sound religious experience is the best cure of wild 
and extravagant notions in religion. True piety is a 
divine life, the lifa of God in the soul. 

I have heard one great and good man lament in his old 
age that he had preached a low experience. I understood 
him to mean that he had erred in bringing the standard of 
piety down to the attainments of his people, rather than 
in bringing up his people to the high requisitions of God’s 
word, 

Columbia, 8. C. 





THE PROPHET OF THE BROKEN HEART. 


BY PROFESSOR AUSTIN PHELPS, DD. 


The “Weeping Prophet” is the title often given to 
Jeremiah. He is not a popular prophet. Unhappy men 
are not commonly popular men. Yet this one had ample 
reason for the depreseion under which he lived, and the 
minor key which runs through the strain of his writings. 
He was very far from being a morose man. He did not 
mourn over disappointed ambitions of his youth. He was 
not soured at the world’s injustice. He wasted no melo- 
drama over the “cold, cold world.” He was the last man 
living to be a misanthrope. 

It may help us to appreciate two of the most affecting 
and sublime books of the Bible, to inquire What was it 
that made this very able and godly man so miserable? 
Why should he more than other men be given over to 
lifelong sorrow? Why should he more than other men 
leave us a book of “ Lamentations” as the most signifi- 
cant record of his life? Why should his name have 
coined a word, “jeremiad,” expressive of the lugubrious 
and disma! in literature ? 

The answer is this. He had a most delicately sensitive 
nature, a most profound attachment to the cause of God, 
an intense patriotic love of his native land; yet it was his 
lot to live at an age when the people of God had fallen 
into most fearful apostasy, and the most terrific judgments 
were impending over them. It was given to him to see 
those judgments hurrying on apace. He heard angels of 
retribution on the wings of the wind. He saw their 
sabres flashing in the sun. 

Moreover, it was his mission to tell the people of their 
sins, to rebuke the nobles for their oppression, the 
humbler orders for their vileness, the priesthood for their 
falseness, even his fellow-prophets for their infidelity 
to. the living God. The whole nation, from prince 
to beggar, had reached the very bottom of national 
depravity, and this lone man was set to tell them of it, 
and to forewarn them of the frightful doom which was 





impending. He was the prophet of unwelcome truth. 
He had to face the fac.s of an age of retribution. He had 
to tear away the illusions with which people were deceiv- 
ing themselves. They were bragging of the recovery of 
the Bible, which Josiah had found in the rubbish of their 
desecrated temple. They claimed that that sacred treas- 
ure was going to make all things right with them. They 
treated it much as an African savage regards the fetich 
which he worships, or the amulet which he wears around 
his neck. The possession of the Sacred Book, they 
thought, would save them. This young prophet knew 
better, and he had to tell them so, 

The recovered Bible had come too late to save them; 
just as Christianity now comes to some savage tribes, too 
late to save them from extermination. The people did 
not want to hear his story. He was a croaker. They 
wanted to hear somebody who would give them a 
pleasanter discourse. People who are living in sin, and 
who know it, are sometimes very fond of “beautiful ser- 
mons.” They will bear anything better than the simple 
truth. Beauty is more popular than truth. 

Besides, this unpopular preacher stood alone. Not 
another one of the prophetic orderstoodby him. The only 
friend he had was one Baruch, an obscure scribe, and even 
he got sadly frightened at the plain talk of his outspoken 
friend. The priests, too, hated him as a renegade. All 
classese—some for one reason, and some for another—agreed 
in their spite against this solitary truthteller. Like 
Bunyan and many another tnpalatable preacher, he got 
himself into prison for his fidelity. For forty years it was 
his business to deliver his warnings and rebukes and 
threatenings, word for word, as God bade him, to nobles 
and priests and people who were bent on destruction, and 
determined not to be saved by God or man. 

To him belongs the distinction of first suffering the 
burning of the word of God by the enraged king who 
would not listen to his reproofs. Many times after his 
day, faithful preachers and reformers saw the Bible burned 
in the market-place by royal and papal decree. But the 
first in the long line of such honored men was this 
despondent prophet of Judea. On him Satan first wreaked 
that form of impotent revenge. Asif a truth could be 
burned with a flaming scroll ! 

A singular fact also is it, that this solitary preacher, 
the butt ofa nation’s ridicule, does not seem to have been 
made for such work. Usually God fits the man to his 
life’s work. If he is to have stern work to do, he is made 
of stern stuff. Luther, w.th much that was lovable in 
his nature, was, on the whole, a rough, stout man. That 
square face and ihick neck, and those compact lips of his, 
indicate a man of will, who could bear rougher handling 
than other men. He was to contend with devils; and 
God gave him a nature which devils feared. Nobody ever 
called Luther the “ weeping prophet.” If he shed tears, 
it was on his knees before God only. He shed no tears 
before the Diet of Worms. He was in no lachrymose 
mood when he had the Pope’s bull to deal with, outside 
the Elster Gate of Wittenberg. 


The mourning prophet of Judea does not seem to have 
been of that stern make. He had a delicate and retiring 
nature. Gentle and unselfish was he, like a loving 
woman. When the sombre truth first dawns upon his 
early manhood, and he sees the work he has to do, he 
breaks out with the despairing cry: “Ah, Lord! I can- 
not speak! Iam but a child!” So overwhelmed is he 
by the sight of his country’s shame, and the foresight of 
her doom, that he exclaims: Oh that my head were 
waters, that I might weep day and night for the daughter 
of my people!” His writings show, by their chosen 
imagery, that he longs for solitude. He hungers to get 
away from the sins and sorrows of his time. Cowper's 
refrain, “Oh for a lodge in some vast wilderness,” would 
have expressed the habit of his mind. He “sits alone and 
keeps silence, crouching under his burden.” We seem to 
hear him crying out in the bitterness of his spirit :— 

“ The time is out of joint. O cursed spite, 
That ever I was born to set it right!” 

It'is very significant of the despair of his soul, that he 
lives a celibate life. It is not forseuch aman as he to seek 
the dear delights of family and companionships of home. 
His great life’s work is too sad, too heart-breaking. He 
will not venture to lay the half cf it on the heart of any 
woman. At times, when the solitude ofit, and the black- 
ness of it, and the funeral dirge of it, become intolerable, 
he heaps curses on the day of his birth, True to his 
Oriental instincts, he curses the very messenger who bore 
the glad news to his father that a boy was born to bear 
his name. Yes, he is the Prophet of the Broken Heart. 
The sins of his people are a life-long grief tohim. His 
own work, aa their spiritual teacher, overwhelms him. 
The mystery of his life is, why he, of all men living, 
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should have been called to such « mission, among such 
a people, on the eve of their destruction, too late to do 
them any good; when all that he can do is to prcclaim to 
them the judgments with which they are soon to be over- 
taken, 

When the late Rev. Charles Kingsley was in his last 
sickness, and very near his end, though he did not know 
it, but was waiting in anguish for the daily expected death 
of his wife, he said one day, as his biographer tells us: 
“Tt must be right; for it is so strange and yet so pain- 
ful.” The very mysteriousness of inexplicable trial is a 
token of the divine wisdom from which it comes, No 
other mind could contrive trial so profound. It must 
come from God, and “ must be right.” Such was the for- 
lorn consolation of the stricken prophet, when over- 
whelmed, as he often was, by the lot which it had pleased 
God tosend him. Even God’s veracity he questions: “O 
Lord, thou hast deceived me, and I was deceived.” 
Imprecations flow from his lips like household words. 
To his own times and people he was the prophet of 
doom, So far as they were concerned, his work ended 
there. Not so in the forereaching design of God. 
Jeremiah “builded better than he knew.” He did an 
unconscious work, for coming ages. Imperfect man as 
he was, he was the forerunner of the spiriéwal disclosures 
of the new dispensation. The old dispensation was near 
itsend. Its sun was going down in blood-red clouds. But 
the spiritual meaning of the ancient forms and rites was 
coming slowly to the light. Tono other prophet of the 
olden time, unless it be Isaiah, do we turn for glimpses 
of it as we do to this despairing one, The very burden 
of his soul pressed it out of him, He was driven to fall 
back upon the spiritual truths and consolations which 
his own soul needed. His very sins made them a neces- 
sity to him. Nothing else could save him from mania or 
suicide. God thus wsed him, his sorrows, his self- 
conflicts, his errors, his sins, 


My space compels me to pass rapidly over a few sug- 
gestions drawn from this sketch of this remarkable man. 

1, Jeremiah represents a class of goodmen and women of 
whom some exist in every age. There are some good men 
of whom it must be conceded that they are not gay 
Christians. From their make, and from the disclosures 
of truth which God gives them, they cannot be, They 
have a peculiarly sensitive and deep nature. They have 
profound intuitions. Their religion is proportionately 
deep and tender. In all this world’s history, nothing else 
is so startling a fact to them, as that this is a lost world, 
estranged from God, onits way, but for God’s loving grace, 
to an eternal and awful doom. 

These men and women are often blamed for being 
gloomy. In their hearts they answer: “ How can we be 
hilarious when the imperiled souls of men, and our own 
too, reat as a burden upon us?” Ifthe world were envel- 
oped in one vast conflagration, should we naturally laugh, 
and sing, and dance our way through it? Yet a more 
fearful flame ia ravaging it than that of the fires of Etna. 
A certain sobriety of deportment seems to such men 
becoming to life in such a world as this, and with such a 
future crowding on its destiny. 

Christian ministers, whose work compels them to think 
much of these things, are apt to be so oppressed by them 
as to acquire a certain gravity of demeanor which the 
world laughs at. If you could look into their hearts, as 
you sometimes do in their memoirs, you would see that 
they bear the burden, day and night, of this lost world. 

2. Such Christians, it must be confessed, are not apt to 
be popular with the world, Very hard things are said of 
them. Very unjust judgments they have to bear in 
silence, The world cracks many a jest upon their long 
faces and their “vinegar” aspect, I have seen tears 
trembling in their eyes, as their only answer to the jibes 
of men for whose souls they went home to pray. 

Yet have not you heard from such jesters the fling at 
our common faith: “If I believed what you believe, I 
should move heaven and earth to save souls: it seems to 
me I could never laugh again’? Sosaid an estimable 
woman of the world to me last summer. It is hard to 
please men who do not feel the inner life which many 
humble Christians lead. Which shall we do, gentlemen 
and ladies—which shall we do? Hold on to, and try to 
act upon, the faith that gives us “long faces,” or meet 
your charge of heartless inconsistency by living as if this 
were already a saved world, and our home were Eden ? 

8. The class of godly men and women of whom Jeremiah 
is the type, possess a very profound style of Christian 
character, Not perfect, by any means. We all have an 
ideal of a certain robust and rounded Christian life 
superior to theirs. On the whole, St. Paul is a nobler 
character than Jeremiah. He ought to have been. He 
saw at its meridian the sun which the prophet only fore- 





saw, long before the dawn. Yet it is unjust not to give 
thé Jeremiahs of our brotherhood the credit for ploughing 
deep in their sense of eternal things. They may not be 
as happy as their faith in Christ warrants them to be. 
Yet they do make a beginning in the right direction. 
Theirs is a struggle to be and to do, of which they have 
no reason to be ashamed. They do not cover their 
eyes. They accept God’s teachings courageously. Eternity 
will show to us all, that some of the world’s great souls 
are among them. Maultitudes who were more popular 
with their fellow-men here will there stand aside and 
leave a clear space for those mourning ones to go up and 
hear God’s message to them. Does anybody doubt what 
that will be? 

4. Such Christians commonly are men and women of 
great spiritual power. The world does not like them, but 
cannot help respecting them. ‘I keep clear of unhappy 
people,” said one of the impatient ones; yet 1 observed 
that he chose for his pastor, and honored as a great man, 
one whose face was long, and whose look betokened secret 
tears. We love realities, after all. We feel the power of 
the man who knows the most of them, and feels them 
most profoundly. That man or woman who takes God's 
views of things, interprets human life as God interprets it, 
looks out on eternity as God reveals it, and whose visage 
bears the marks of inward struggles of soul with the facts 
of human destiny as God declares them, is a power with 
us all. If we come into deep waters, and the bil- 
lows go over our heads, we look around gasping for the 
friendly word or look or hand of such to cheer us, The 
very men we have laughed at or shrunk from because 
they were “unco’ guid men,” are those whoss experience 
we want then, 

Said one man of the world, whose misfortune it was to 
have a “gay parson” for his pastor: “Our pastor is a 
capital fellow, a born wit, a splendid mimic; he keeps the 
table in a roar; and in the pulpit he is not afraid to make 
us laugh.” Said his friend: “Suppose you were about to 
die?” ‘“ Well—to tell you the truth—he is the last man 
I should want to see then. But he is a capital fellow.” 
Somehow the “capital fellows,” in the ministry or out of 
it, are a little limited in their range of usefulness. They 
do for picnics or the croquet-ground. When we come 
to those passages of life or death at which eternity looks 
in upon us, we turn to men and women of another make. 

5. We can as little help seeing that such Christians 
are in some respects very nearly akin to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Does not their life, dropping its inconsistencies, 
strike us very much as his life does? He did not livea 
very hilarious life. Jests are not the chief thing we 
remember from his lips. His biographers do not say 
much of his “eyes sparkling with fun,” and his “ ringing 
laugh.” He was never called a “capital fellow.” Such 
clergymen as Matthew Byles and Sydney Smith, some- 
how, do not remind us very impressively of him. He 
attended a wedding, but the chief thing he did there had 
more to do with eternity than with time, mcre to do 
with God than with man. Comicsongs— Butstop! Let 
us take off our shoes from our feet, for the ground whereon 
we stand is holy! 


The sorrows of men had a strange attraction for him. 
He did not “keep clear of unhappy men.” The grave of 
Lazarus was the scene of one of the events most strik- 
ingly ike him. The way he felt about Jerusalem seems 
very much like that of the weeping prophet. The nights 
he spent in prayer are a great comfort to these Christians 
of the broken heart. Of Gethsemane and Calvary what 
shall we say? May we reverently ask what class of 
Christians most nearly resemble him there? What kind 
of disciples did he long to see around him then? What is 
the meaning of that prophetic portrait of him which 
painters have never copied, “ His visage was marred 
more than any man, and his form more than the sons of 
men”? 

Let us not be misunderstood. It is not that even the 
example of “the Man of sorrows” forbids mirth, the 
laugh, the song, the jest. No, there is atime to laugh and 
a time to dance. Rejoice,O young man, in thy youth, 
and let thy heartcheer thee! Christ never by one word or 
look enjoined ascetic virtues. He lived so that bad men 
called him a glutton. Men who prayed in the streets with 
one eye open called him a wine-bibber. Men who cheated 
widows said he was a Sabbath-breaker. Adulterers 
charged him with unseemly acquaintance with outcast 
women. Murderers and blasphemers called him the 
devil. He was no saint according to the standard of such 
men. Nevertheless, the whole drift of his teachings and 
his life was towards a different kind of life from that 
which men call pleasure. Its joys lie deeper, and are 
built upon certain august and stern realities. And those 
realities it is which these Christians of the downcast eye 





are struggling with, some of them, day by day, all their 
lives long. 

We do them a very mean injustice if we fail to give 
them credit for this. They are simply struggling, like 
drowning men, as for dear life, to be true to the faith they 
hold. With heavy hearts and swollen eyes, they are 
trying to live their faith. They are agonizing to get near 
to Christ, and to live there. Drowning men do not sing’ 
many comic songs. Ye cynical critics, think what you 
may of the rest of us, there are such men and women as 
these, of whom Christ is not ashamed. Oh, what poor 
fools we are if we profane their conflicts with a jibe! 

6. These Christians of the broken heart are sure of a 
very exalted rank in heaven, I hear a voice from beyond 
the stars, saying: “ Blessed are they that mourn, for they 
shall be comforted. Blessed are they that hunger and 
thirst after righteousness, for they shall be filled! What 
are these that are arrayed in white robes? Whence came 
they? These are they that came out of great tribulation: 
therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve him 
day and night in histemple. They shall hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more: and God shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes. 








HAPPY DODD; 
OR, 
“SHE HATH DONE WHAT SHE COULD.” 
BY ROSE TERRY COOKE, 
CHAPTER XII, 


It was late in the week when Mrs. Dodd took a day to 
herself, and leaving Happy busy and smiling over her work, 
walked to Miss Greene’s little house on the hill. A very 
small house indeed, standing on a slip of ground between 
two others of ordinary size; but as the spinster herself 
said: “All mine! the hull on’t, from ridge-pole to sullar 
floor; and I tell ye that’s consider’ble when you come to 
be sixty year old, with next to nothin’ tolive on. Furni- 
toor’s good too, if it was my grandsir’s,—solid cherry, ’nd 
fust-rate hair-cloth, no gimcracks ; but the best on’t is 
bein’ mine.” 

As Mrs. Dodd entered she found Miss Lavinia knitting, 
as usual; this was her afternoon and evening work when 
no sewing was in hand. The house was exquisitely clean ; 
two small rooms below, with a shed opening from the 
farther one, and two above these, with a tiny attic, was 
all the room she had, but it was enough. The parlor, 
with due respect for New England traditions, was shut 
up, darkened, held sacred to rare visitors, an occasional 
tea-drinking, or quilting, and the front bed-room served 
for like emergencies. One stove warmed both the sitting- 
room and the old lady’s bed-room above, and in winter 
served to cook her meals; in summer a little sheet-iron 
stove, in the shed, did this duty. Everything was simple, 
and rather grim ; “ the beautiful” was a worship unknown 
to Miss Lavinia, her household gods were cleanliness and 
order. 

She was very glad to see Mrs. Dodd, though she 
noticed and commented on her pale face and tired look, 
and was eager to give her some refreshment. But the 
widow wished to make her communication at once, for 
she had nerved herself to the task, and wanted it over 
with ; so, refusing Miss Greene’s offer, she sat down, and 
told her story in a few forcible words, then laid her head 
back against the cushion of the old-fashioned rocker she 
sat in, and gave way, with one or two bitter tears and 
sobs, to a natural agony, for the thing she knew and 
dreaded seemed more than ever dreadful, now it took 
shape in speech. Miss Lavinia lifted and dropped her 
hand with the unmistakable gesture of surprise and dis- 
may; her wrinkled face grew pale. 

“ You don’t tell me!” she said with dimming eyes and 
faltering voice. “You poor cretur! and you’ve knowed 
this all along and kep’ it to yourself? The lands’ sakes ! 
Why didn’t you let me know on’t afore? ”’ 

“ What good would it have done, Aunt Lavinny?” she 
answered, “I saw Dr. Sands more than a year ago, and 
he advised me to do nothing; he thought it might be 
years before I had any trouble, and to go toa surgeon 
and be operated on might be sure death ; at any rate could 
only delay the end, and was dreadfully expensive. I 
thought it over, and prayed it over, and did what 
seemed best. I do not regret it now, for I did the best I 
knew how at the time.” 

“There can’t nobody do no more than that, anyhow ; 
but how come it about that you’re troubled with it so 
quick?” 

“Oh, when I watched with Ann Gladding last year, the 
poor thing was delirious ; and, as I was trying to give hera 
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powder, she threw her arms out and gave me such a blow, 
right there. I did not really know I was hurt at first, 
I felt so anxious about her; but I felt that I was bruised 
next day, and that was the beginning. It has been 
mercifully slow, and so far I have not needed any quieting 
medicine; but lately it grows worse every week, and now 
I've got to tell Happy.” 

Miss Lavinia got up from her chair and went and 
stared out of the window. Her self-possession was shaken, 
she wanted to recover it before she spoke; so she made a 
few vigorous swallows, secretly dried her eyes on the edge 
of the chintz curtain, cleared her throat stoutly, as if a 
heavy cold possessed her and was to be resisted, and then 
went back to her chair. 

“ You’re good grit, that’s a fact!” she said in a tone 
that was almost cheery. “Now we know the wust on’t; 
and let me tell ye there is wuss things ’n a cancer: you 
don’t believe it, but what ef you was to be bit by a mad 
dog and hev hydrophoby? Or what ef you had spine 
complaint and couldn’t never sit up nor move to the longest 
day you live?” 

Mrs. Dodd shook her head with a faint smile; she 
knew well that to be bed-ridden, with Happy to tend 
her, would be sweeter than separation for all the rest of 
Happy’s mortal life. 

“ Well, figger it as you’re a mind to; mabbe you'll die 
of somethin’ else, arter all. Try to look at the bright side 
on’t, ef ye can.” 

“T have, Aunt Vinny, and the bright side for me is 
heaven.” 

Miss Lavinia swallowed again ; there was something in 
her friend’s sad calmness that moved her unusually. But 
she was not to be daunted by emotion; she returned to 
the subject. 

“Well, is there anything under thecanopy I can 
do for ye? Talk’s talk and nothin’ more; and feelin’s 
ain’t worth a red cent without they come to facts, no 
more’n flowers that ain’tfruit-blows. Ef there’s a mortal 
thing I can do to help ye, or chirk ye up, I want to do it, 
right off.” 

“T want you to do something for me by and by, Aunt 
Vinny. When I am gone, I want you to be a friend to 
Happilona.” 

“Tl begin right off: for I tell you, Almiry Dodd, you 
make areal mistake to think o’ tellin’ on her till you 
can’t dodge it. Let the poor gal alone; time enough to 
take trouble when the Lord sends it; don’t you go ’nd 
rile up her sperrits weeks an’ weeks afore you need to: 
it ain’t right nor best, now I tell ye.” 

“But there are so many things I must say toher! I 
want to advise her for the future: to tell her how to act 
when | am gone, to—” 

“You can’t do it!” interrupted Miss Greene, fiercely : 
“you're overreachin’ into the Lord’s kingdom. How do 
you know what a day ’ll bring forth? You may go an’ 
plan, an’ advise, an’ foresee, and when you're gone some 
pesky thing or nother ’ll jump up jest where it hadn’t 
oughter have, and your idees ain’t anything but hampers 
to other folks. It’s jist like them long-winded wills folks 
make sometimes, providin’ for three generations. There’s 
Jane Jinkins; didn’t her grandsir leave her the old home- 
stead for life, then to go to her nieces, and ain’t it ruined 
her with taxes an’ sich, and fin’lly ben sold up and left 
her poorer ’n dirt when she might ha’ sold it and had a 
good livin’, ef Grandsir Payne hadn’t ’lotted on providin’ 
for them that wasn’t born?” 

“But I must say something to her,” Mrs. Dodd said, 
piteously. 

“ Well; can’t you write’em down? they won’t hurt 
half so bad on paper as they will coming out in your 
kinder hurt, sorrowful voice, and they'll stay by. Advice 
that’s writ, sticks; it’s there: it don’t slip your mind. 
But ten to one if you was to sit down now and give her 
an hour’s real talkin’, what with feelin’ bad, an’ cryin’, 
an’ thinkin’ a heap more of losin’ you than what you was 

a sayin’, she'll forget it straight off. You hear to me, 
Almiry.” 

“Perhaps you are right, but I won’t make any rash 
resolution ; the thing can wait a week or two, surely, and 
will bear thinking of. But Aunt Vinny, I want to talk 
to you a little about what is to come.” 

“Well, talk away. I’m old and tough, Almiry. I’ve 
had my own troubles, an’ mebbe I can give ye the good 
word, Anyway, I’m fust rate to hearken when I sit down 
to it.” 

“Well, I want to tell you what there is for Happy. 
My life is insured for two thousand dollars. I have made 
out to pay the premium regularly, and it’s paid up to 
August, Then there’s five hundred in the Savings Bank, 
that Aunt Susan willed to me, and there’s our little 
things at home, Happy has got plenty of clothes, and 





she is well enough to sew a little. But what is to support 
her? The interest money won’t.” 

“ Well, I guess not. Land! money’s a desirable thing 
sometimes, ain’t it? I’ve heered say the Lord shows 
what he thinks of it by them he gives it to, and, gener’lly 
speakin’, rich folks is a poor sort; but they ain’t all. 
You wouldn’t want her to go into a factory, now ?” 

“No, indeed! Happy could not endurethat sort of life 
or companionship ; she is too pure and simple to combine 
with the sort of girls who work in those places.” 

“ And she ain’t eddoocated to teach.” 

“No; she has not had health or means to study, and, 
if she had, school-teaching is the hardest work and the 
poorest pay a woman can do; nor is she able to go out 
tailoring as I have, she never learned the trade, and, 
besides it is dying out; there’s a ready-made shop here 
now, it was opened last week.” 

“ Well, what in creation do ye think she oughter do? 
I wish’t I had enough to take her an’ keep her ; but I hev 
to pinch severe, and visit round a heap toget along myself.” 

“T know that, Aunt Vinny; and besides, if you could 
help her, I’d rather Happy should be independent and 
help herself, it’s better and safer for her. My idea is for 
her to go and live out in some family where she will be 
well treated and cared for, She would make a good 
child’s nurse, or she could do second work.” 

“For mercy’s sakes, Almiry Dodd! Your Happy 
live out?” 

“ Why not, auntie?” 

Miss Lavinia’s mind was racked for an answer, but it 
was as one that beateth the air, none came; so she fell 
back on conventionalities. 

“Why, why, ’tain’t reely respectable.” 

‘** Don’t you respect Delia Lamb?” 

“Oh! Delye, why, I dono but I do: certain, certain, 
Delye’s a real good woman. But then her folks was— 
well—why, Almiry, your pa was a settled minister!” 

“But, Aunt Lavinia, what was Jesus Christ? What 
did he say? “ But I am among you as he that serveth.” 
After that, are any of us too good to take the lowest place?” 

“ Well, I know, yes; but consider them times; besides, 
Almiry, ’t would kinder shut her away from folks.” 

“T know all that: but isn’t she shut away now? Who 
has she but me for company? She never has been with 
other girls here; they weren’t her sort ; and, Aunt Vinny, 
the matter narrows down very much. Happy cannot get 
her living in any other way that I see. In a respectable 
family she would have good food, and some care at least, 
and tolerable wages. Doing any other work she must be 
lonely and uncomfortable. Promise me that you will 
stand by her if she takes this course, and befriend her.” 

“Why, of course; did you think I wouldn’t, Almiry? 
I’ll do by Happy just the same as ef she was mine, you’d 
better b’lieve. I hain’t got much worldly goods, and don’t 
make no rash promises, for ye can’t never tell how things 
ll turn out. But this I will say, if I’m spared and have 
my faculties I'll befriend Happy for certain, just as true 
as [ can.” 

Mrs. Dodd was reassured and comforted, and having 
at last consented to the cup of tea Miss Lavinia insisted 
on brewing for her, she went on to Mr. Payson’s and laid 
her case before him. 

If he did not receive the confidence just as Miss Lavinia 
did, he was even more help and comfort to Mrs. Dodd, 
for the very reason that he did not and could not feel for 
her so deeply. But he approved of her plans fully; for 
it had long been a hobby of his that a better class of 
poor people should take up domestic service as a means 
of support, Delia Lamb having worked out the problem 
in his own household, where she was held dear and valu- 
able. He, too, promised to help Happy in any way he 
couid, and further her plans; and after a kind and honest 
talk with Mra. Dodd about her own outlook for the 
future, in both worlds, he calmed and soothed her troubled 
soul with a very earnest and tender prayer; and she left 
him to go home, tired indeed, but unspeakably comforted; 
and so upheld by the good grace of God that even Happy’s 
beaming welcome and loving attention did not move her 
calm, or destroy her serenity. 

That night she sat up late writing a long letter; for it 
was not her way to put off a really important thing, and 
she wanted to be sure of a few last words with her dar- 
ling, whatever happened. And it was well that she did 
so: for though she did not know it, the disease that out- 
wardly threatened her had also worked its fatal will 
within, in painless, secret swiftness. The over-exertion, 
the excitement of the day before, perhaps lent its little 
aid; but early the next morning a violent hemorrhage 
told the story of the enemy within, and when Dr, 
Sands reached her bedside, she was almost beyond his cares, 

“Thank God!” he said, fervently, as he saw how still, 





how peaceful, was that bloodless face. Happy looked at 
him as if she did not hear or know what he said: long 
afterward she discovered that she too ought to have 
thanked God for this merciful ending; for peace instead 
of agony, weakness unto death instead of mortal pangs. 
Poor child! the blow was unfelt yet; she was like a 
walking dreamer. Her mother rallied a little under the 
doctor’s treatment; only a little—just enough to say, “I 
have laid help upon One who is mighty.” Then she 
smiled at Happy, sighed like a weary child just as it 
sleeps, and was gone. Happy was motherless. 


FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 
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OUR “SEWING SQUARE.” 


BY MARY MORRISON, 








Some people called it a sewing circle, but we called it a 
sewing square, You will see why, by and by. 

Ida Halifax was not quite twelve years old. She had 
been learning fora long time about Jesus’ love for her, 
but she did not think of loving him until last summer. 
Like Paul, her first question then was, “ Lord, what wilt 
thou have me todo?” And as he always has work ready 
for willing hands, he put it into her heart to get up a society 
of children to sew for the home missionaries. 

Ida did not immediately make up her mind to do it; 
her old self said, “ Children can do go little, that it is no 
use.” Then the thought came, “I don’t believe the other 
girls will want to do it; they will say it’s old fashioned, 
and sewing isn’t so pleasant as playing.” But Ida drove 
back the whole crowd of bugbears with that glad, cheerful 
ery, “ Yes, I'll try!” 

About twenty children agreed to come. Each paid 
fifteen cents to join, and brought a bundle of pieces of 
colored calicoes. The money bought cloth and thread, 
and Ida’s mother cut and basted some squares, that the 
children might begin their quilt the first afternoon they 
met. Twoorthree young ladies offered to superintend 
the work. In the middle of the afternoon the children 
had a recess.. After this, while they were sewing, one of 
the young ladies read a story aloud. At four the work 
was put away, but before leaving they all sang a hymn. 

Ida was delighted with her success, and everything 
went on “swimmingly” for atime. Then some one said, 
“It is too much to give up every Saturday afternoon. 
We want some holidays for other things.” So many 
joined in with this idea, that it was agreed the society 
should only meet once a fortnight. Then, on account of 
an intervening week, the time was forgotten ; some came 
the wrong times, then got discouraged and gave up coming 
at all, Then “company came,” then they were “invited 
to make a visit” somewhere, and the interest flagged. 
Even Ida lost interest, as the numbers grew less. 

Sust at this time it was discovered that the patchwork 
comforter was ready to be “knotted.” ‘We will have a 
‘quilting’ and a supper.” This brought all the little 
workers together as a drum-beat gathers a company of 
soldiers. I wish you could have seen them round the 
quilting bars, blue eyes and hazel eyes, brown curls and 
flaxen braids, Mary’s, Cora’s, and almost all the names 
you can think of. The quilt was made of many colored 
squares, blue and red, brown, yellow, green, and purple, and 
the many bright faces just made a equare around the bars. 

“Why, it isn’t a sewing circle,” exclaimed Johnny, Ida's 
brother, looking into the window, “it’s a sewing square.” 

They all laughed, and then called it that in sport. 
When work was done, they were all turned out for a 
frolic in the garden, then they were called in to supper, 
after which they sang, and separated for their various 
homes. 

Some members had forsaken us, but new ones joined. 
At last our box was filled, including two dollies and some 
picture-books in the corners. The box steamed away 
over the iron rails, we didn’t know exactly where. We 
felt as if we had “ cast our bread on the waters.” It came 
bak to us “after many days” in the shape of a letter 
from a Wisconsin home missionary, in the old brown 
leather mail-bag. 

The letter told us: “The box came Christmas day, and 
the little ones prayed that night, ‘God bless the dear 
children away off in Massachusetts.’”” Why, we couldn’t 
keep the tears back when we readit! Just think of 
those little creatures, bless their hearts, praying God to 
bless us for thinking of them, when we had done so 
little, too. And now we are going on with fresh courage. 
Are there not any other Idas, or Marys, who are begin- 
ning to love the dear Lord, and asking what he will have 
them todo? Why not do, then, as Ida did? 
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INTERNATIONAL SERIES. 
LESSON CALENDAR. 
STUDIES ABOUT THE KINGDOM OF JUDAH. 


[Second Quarter, 1878.] 


. April 7.—Josiah’s Early Piety 
April 14.—The Scriptures Found and Searched 
. Aprit 21.—Jeremiah in Prison 
April 28.—The Rechabites 
May 5.—The Captivity of Judah 
May 12.—The Captives in Babylon 
. May 19.—Nebuchadnezzar’s Dream 
May 2.—The Fiery Furnace............-----20-essceneseees Den. 3: 21-27 
June 2.~The Handwriting on the Wall 
June 9.—Daniel in the Lion's Den 
June 16.—Measiah's Kingdom 
June 23.—The Decree of Cyrus 
June 30.—Review. 
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LESSON 3, SUNDAY, APRIL 21, 1878. 
Tule: JEREMIAH IN PRISON. 


GOLDEN TEXT: Catt unto ma, anv I WILL ANSWER THEF, AND sHEW 
THER GREAT AND MIGHTY THINGS, WHICH THOU KNOWEST NOT.—Jer,. 33 : 3. 


Lesson Topic: God’s Forgiving Love. 


1, Prayer Invited, v. 1-3. 
2. Sin Recalled, v. 4-6. 
8. Pardon Promised, v. 7-9. 


HOME READINGS. 


Monday, April 15: Jer. 33: 1-9. God's forgiving love. 
Tuesday, April 16: Isa. 55: 1-7. Prayer invited. 
Wednesday, April 17: Jer. 32: 16-25. Prayer offered. 
Thursday, April 18: Psa. 116: 1-19, Prayer answered. 
Friday, April 19: Jer. 32: 26-35. Sin recalled. 
Saturday, April 20: Jer. 32:36-44. Pardon promised. 
Sunday, April 21: Jer. 33: 10-18, The reign of peace. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(Jer. 33: 1-9] 

1. Moreover the word of the Lorp came unto Jeremiah the 
second time, while he was yet shut up in the court of the prison, 
saying, : 

2. Thus saith the Lorp the maker thereof, the Lorp that 
formed it, to establish it; The Lorn is his name; 

8. Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great 
and mighty things, which thou knowest not, 

4. For thus saith the Lorn, the God of Israel, concerning the 
houses of this city, and concerning the houses of the kings of 
Judah, which are thrown down by the mounts, and by the sword; 

5. They come to fight with the Chaldeans, but i¢ is to fill them 
with the dead bodies of men, whom I have slain in mine anger 
and in my fury, and for all whose wickedness I have hid my 
face from this city. 

6. Behold, I will bring it health and cure, and I will cure them, 
and will reveal unto them the abundance of peace and truth. 

7. And I will cause the captivity of Judah and the captivity of 
Israel to return, and will build them, as at the first. 

8. And I will cleanse them from all their iniquity, whereby 
they have sinned against me; and I will pardon all their iniqui- 
ties, whereby they have sinned, and whereby they have trans- 
gressed against me, 

9. And it shall be to me a name of joy, a praise and an honour 
before all the nations of the earth, which shall hear all the good 
that I do unto them: and they shall fear and tremble for all the 
goodness and for all the prosperity that I procure unto it. 


Outline 





BIBLE LIGHTS. 


Jer. 33:1. Yet shut up.——Jeromiah the prophet was 
shut up in the court of the prison, which was in the king of 
Judah's house. For Zedekiah, king of Judah, had shut him 
up. Jer, 32: 2,3.——Then Zedekiah the king commanded that 
they should commit Jeremiah into the court of the prison, and 
that they should give him daily a piece of bread out of the baker's 
street, until all the bread in the street were spent. Thus Jere- 
miah remained in the court of the prison. Jer. 37: 21.——So 
Jeremiah abode in the court of the prison until the day that 
Jerusalem was taken: and he was there when Jerusalem was 
taken. Jer. 38: 28. 


vV.2. The Lord the maker.——The Highest himself shall 
establish her. Psa, 87: 5———-When the Lord shall build up 
Zion, he shall appear in his glory. Psa. 102: 16——What shall 
one then answer the messengers of the nation? That the Lord 
hath founded Zion. Isa 14: 32 Has thou not heard long ago 
how I have done it; and of ancient times, that I have formed it? 
Isa. 37: 26 A city which hath foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God. Heb. 11: 10.——He hath prepared them a city. 
Heb. 11: 16. 

The Lord is his name.—And God said unto Moses, 
I AM THAT I AM; and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the 
children of Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you. And God said 
moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of 
Israel, The Lord God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the 
God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you; this 
is my name forever, and this is my memorial unto all generations. 
Bx. 8: 14,15.——-But by my name Jehovah was I not known 





to them. Ex.6:3-—-The Lord is a man of war; the Lord is 
his name, Ex. 15: 3.——The Lord is his name. Amos 5: 8. 

v.3. Call unto me, For what nation is there so great, 
who hath God so nigh unto them, as the Lord our God is in all 
things that we call upon him for? Deut. 4: 7——And call upon 
me in the day of trouble; I will deliver thee, and thou shalt 
glorify me. Psa. 50: 15._——He shall call upon me, and I will 
answer him. Psa. 91: 15-—~-Seek ye the Lord while he may 
be found, call ye upon him while he is near. Isa. 55: 6——And 
it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the 
Lord shall be delivered. Joel 2: 32 Ask, and it shall be 
given; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you. Luke 11:9. Whoscever shall call upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved. Rom. 10: 13,——With all them that 
in every place call upon the name of Jesus Christ. 1 Cor. 1 2. 

Show thee great and mighty things. He will show 
them his covenant. Psa. 25: 14.——I have shewed thee new 
things from this time, even hidden things, and thou didst not 
know them, Isa. 48: 6.——He revealeth his secret unto his 
servants the prophets. Amos 3:7 I will utter things which 
have been kept secret from the foundation of the world. Matt. 
13; 36.——But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit. 
1 Cor. 2: 10. 

VvV.4. The mounts.—Behold the mounts (margin, engines 
of shot), they are come unto the city to take it. Jer. 32 24—— 
Lay siege against it, and build a fort against it, and cast a mount 
against it; set the camp also against it, and set battering rams 
against it round about. Ezek. 4: 2. 

V.5. Hid my face. Then my anger shall be kindled 
against them in that day, and I will forsake them, and I will hide 
my facefromthem. Deut. 31: 17——And he said, I will hide my 
face from them. I will see what their end shall be. Deut. 32: 20 
——And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes 
from you. Isa, 1: 15.——Because they trespassed against me, 
therefore hid I my face from them. Ezek, 39: 23——Then 
shall they cry unto the Lord, but he will not hear them; he 
will even hide his face from them at that time, as they have 
behaved themselves ill in their doings. Micah 3: 4. 

V.6. Iwill bring it health and cure ——I kill, and 
I make alive; I wound, and I heal. Deut. 32: 39.——That thy 
way may be known upon earth, thy saving health among all 
nations. Psa. 67: 2.——Then shall thy light break forth as the 
morning, and thine health shall spring forth speedily, Isa, 58:8 
—Js there no balm in Gilead? Js there no physician there? 
Why then is not the health of the daughter of my people 
recovered? Jer. 8: 22——Come, and let us return unto the 
Lord; for he hath torn, and he will heal us; he hath smitten and 
he will bind us up. Hosea 6: 1——When I would have healed 
[srael, then the iniquity of Ephraim was discovered. Hosea 7:1. 

Will build them.——In his days shail the righteous flour- 
ish. Psa. 72: 7.—The earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea. Isa. 11:9 ——And all thy cbil- 
dren shall 5e taught of the Lord. Isa. 54:13 I am come that 
they might have life, and that they might have i¢ more abundantly. 
John 10: 10.——And are built upon the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner 
stone. Eph. 2: 20.——Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a 
spiritual house. 1 Pet. 2:9. 

Vv. 8 I will cleanse . . . pardon.——Wash me 
thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 
Psa. 51:2.——As for our trangressions, thou shalt purge them 
away. Psa. 65: 3-———Though your sins be as scarlet, they shail 
be as white as snow: though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be aswvol. Isa. 1: 18.——Speak ye comfortably unto Jerusalem, 
and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her 
iniquity is pardoned, Isa. 40:2 In that day there shall bea 
fountain opened to the house of David, and to the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness. Zech. 13° 1.—-—The 
blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us fromallsin. 1 John 
1:9. Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in hisown 
blood. Rev. 1:5. 

vV.9. Aname of joy. Then was our mouth filled with 
laughter, and our tongue with singing; then said they among the 
heathen, The Lord hath done great things for them, The Lord 
hath done great things for us; whereof we are glad. Psa. 126: 
2, 3——I will make you a name and a praise among all the 
people of the earth, when I turn back your captivity before your 
eyes, saith the Lorp. Zeph.3:20.——We will go with you: for 
we have heard that God is with you. Z:ch. 8: 23 

They shal! fear. The people shall hear and be afraid. 
ba Fear and dread shall take hold upon them. Ex, 15: 
14-16 And the fear of God was on all the kingdoms of 
those countries. 2 Chron, 20: 29 Many shall see it, and fear; 
and shall trust in the Lord. Psa. 40: 3. 





LESSON FRAMEWORK. 


BY THE REV. GEORGE A. PELTZ. 


It might seem to a careless reader that the lesson now in 
hand is removed widely from that last considered. From 
Chronicles to Jeremiah appears to be a long siride. But in 
many of those historic events recorded in the second book 
of Kings, and of Chronicles, Jeremiah was a busy participant. 
His experiences and utterances at those times are, therefore, 
pertinent to our line of study, and there are to be found in 
the prophetic book which bears his name. 

Jeremiah came from a priestly line, as the opening verse 
of his prophecy shows. His native place was Anathoth, 
now known as Anata, a village lying some four miles north- 
east of Jerusalem, and within the territory of Benjamin. 
He began his prophetic work in the thirteenth year of the 





reign of Josiah (Jer. 1: 2), or about B. C. 629. Jeremiah 
was at this time very young (chap. 1: 6), some placing his 
probable age as low as fourteen years, and others as high as 
twenty. When he began to prophesy, Josiah was diligently 
pressing his reformatory measures, as ia seen in 2 Chron. 
34: 1, 3-8, and doubtless Jeremiah contributed largely to 
these good efforts. When Josiah died, the laments of Jere- 
miah were so prominent as to receive special mention 
(2 Chron. 35: 25). 

Jehoahaz, son of Joash, became king in his father’s stead. 
After a reign of but three months “ the king of Egypt put 
him down ;” and made his brother Eliakim king, changing 
his name to Jehoiakim (2 Chron. 36: 1-4.) Jehoahaz was 
carried away captive into Egypt, where he died (2 Kings 
23: 34). Jeremiah found little prophetic opportunity in 
this brief reign, but he tenderly bewailed the sad fate of the 
captive king (Jer. 22: 10-12). 

Jehoiakim aecended his throne as the vassal of Egypt. 
He reigned eleven years, from B. C. 610 599. In the fcurth 
year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar emote the Egyptians 
(Jer. 46: 2), and then moved against Judah, so compelling 
the people to flee to Jerusalem (Jer. 35: 11). It was this 
king who cut up a roll containing the sacred Scriptures, and 
burned the fragments (Jer. 36: 20-32). But the king of 
Babylon prevailed against Jehoiakim, and was about to 
carry him away bound (2 Chron. 36: 6), but finally suffered 
him to remain as a tributary prince, which position he held 
for three years (2 Kings 24: 1). To this invasion reference 
is made in Daniel 1: 1. After a few more turbulent years 
Jehoiakim died, and his son Jehoiachin came to the throne. 
For Jehoiakim’s remaining record, sree 2 Kings 24: 2-7; 
2 Chron. 36: 5 8. 

Jehoiachin (called also Jeconiah and Coniah) began to 
reign when eighteen years of age (e’ght, in 2 Chron. 36: 
9, being a copyist’s error). He soon surrendered to Nebu- 
chadnezzar, who carried the best of his subjects and the 
richest of his treasure away to Babylon. See 2 King: 24: 
816; 2 Chron. 36: 9,10; also Jer. 22: 24-30, and 2 Kings 
25: 27 30. 

Zadekiah, a weak ruler, was next set upon the throne of 
Judah by the king of Babylon (2 Kings 24: 17,18; 2 Chron. 
26: 10,11). Jeremiah was his assiduous adviser, and the 
king seems to have depended much upon him; but the 
petty nobles of the land swayed the king, and nullified the 
counsels of the prophet. A constant rebellion against 
Babylon was thus maintained until Zsdekiah’s tenth year, 
when Nebuchadnezzar made a final assault upon Jerusalem, 
resulting, after a year’s siege, in the capture of the city, and 
the carrying of its people and treasures to Babylon, B. C. 
588, the eleventh and final year of Zedekiah’s reign. See 
2 Kings 24: 19, 20; 25: 126; 2 Chron. 36: 11-21; Jer. 
39: 1-10. During theese times of trial Jeremiah was 
especially active, and the ill-will of princes and priests was 
continually operating against him. This led to the impris- 
onment mentioned in the lesson. See Jer. 32: 1-5; chaps. 
37; 38: 1-13, 28. The date of the lesson is about A. D. 590, 
just prior to the fall of Jerusalem. At this time Daniel and 
Ezekiel were both captives in Babylon, whither they had 
been carried in the days of Jehoiakim. 

The lesson is not a narrative of Jeremiah’s prison life, but 
it gives one of the messages received by him when in prison. 
The message invites to God and assures of mercy ; disclosing 
the calamities at hand, and also the blessings beyond. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY ©. H, TOY, D.D., LL.D. 
PARALLEL TRANSLATION. 


(1.) And the word of Jehovah came to Jeremiah the 
second time, while he was still shut up in the court of the 
guard-room, saying, (2) Thus saith Jehovah, who does it, 
Jehovah who forms it to establish it, Jehovah is his name: 
(3.) Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great 
and hidden things, which thou knowest not. (4.) For thus saith 
Jehovah, the God of Israel, concerning the houses of this 
city, and concerning the houses of the kings of Judah, which 
are thrown down on account of the siege-mounds and the 
sword. (5.) To fight the Chaldeans and to fill them with the 
corpses of men, whom I have slain in my anger and in my 
fary, and for all whose wickedness 1 have hid my face from 
this city: (6.) Behold, I will bring her healing and cure, 
and I will cure them, and will reveal unto them abundance 
of peace and truth. (7.) And I will bring back the cap- 
tivity of Jadah and the captivity of israel, and will build 
them as at the first. (8.) And I will cleanse them from all 
their iniquity, which they have sinned against me, and I 
will forgive all their imniquities, which they have 
sinned and transgressed against me. (9.) And she shall be 
to me a name of joy, a praise and an honor among all the 
nations of the earth, which shall hear all the good that I do 
to them; and they shall fear and tremble on account of all 
the good and all the peace that I procure her. 

NOTES, 

Oar lesson falls in the year before the capture of Jerusalem 

by Nebuchadnezzar (see chap. 32: 1), B. C. 588 or 587 
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After the completion of Josiah's religious reform (about 
B. C. 621) we hear nothing more of that king till his unfor- 
tunate campaign against Pharaoh Necho, and his defeat and 
death at the battle of Megiddo (B. C. 609). His successor 
Jehoahaz, after a reign of three months, was carried into 
Egypt by Pharaoh, aad Jehoiachim made king in his stead. 
For some years Egypt remained mistress of south-western 
Asia, bat in the year B. C. 605 (or 604) Pharaoh Necho was 
decisively defeated at Carchemesh (on the Euphrates) by 
Nebuchadnezzar, into whose hands the whole of this terri- 
tory feli, and to whom Jehoiakim submitted, only, however, 
to revolt against him after a few years, and be again forced 
to submission. His feeble successor, Jehoiachin, was carried 
away, after a mock-reign of three months, to Babylon, where, 
long afierwards (B. C 561), he was taken from prison and 
elevated to honorable position by Nebcchadnezzar’s son, 
Avil-marduk (Evil merodach). Zadekiab, whom the king of 
Babylon put in Jehoiachin’s place on the throne of Judah, 
proved to bea vacillating and faithless prince, perpetually 
dallying with rebeliion, and finally bringing on him elt and 
his people the destructive anger of the Chaldean king. 
The prophet Jeremiah does not come into prominerce till 
after the death of Josiah (on whom he wrote an elegy; see 
2 Chron. 35: 25), and under Jehoiachim and Zedekiah 
exerted his whole inflaerce in favor of the policy of submis- 
sion to the king of Babylon. But the Egyptian party was 
strong; the petty nations of Syria and Palestine feared and 
hated Babylon, probab y because they were nearer to Egypt 
and (cot without ground) hoped more from its clemency 
Io this condi'ion of things the prophet had a difficult part 
to act: disliked or hated by king and nobles, heid upas a 
traitor to his country, opposed by the ma-s of the prophets 
and priests, his soul rent with grief over his people's sin and 
suffering, standing almost alone as advocate of Gods truth, 
he yet manfully and trustfully persisted in preaching his 
great doctrine of the spiri‘uality of the New Covenant 
(against the vile idolatry and dead formalism of his times), 
counselling submission to Babylon as a ecourge, sent by 
Jehovah to punish his people's discbediencs, and holding 
out the prospect of a future blessing that would banish the 
remembrance of the present sorrow. 

Verse 1——The word of Jehuvah came. This is one of the 
ordinary prophetic introductory phrases, setting forth the 
divine origin of the following utterance; a variation of it 
occurs in chapter 34:1. The phrase “oracle or utterance 
of Jehovah” is usually (though not always) employed in 
peculiarly solemn or impassioned thought; it is rendered 
in our authorized version by “said Jehovah” or the 
speaker, whoever he is; see Numb. 24: 3,4; 2 Sam. 23:1; 
Jer.3:10.—The second time. The first prophecy is con- 
tained in the preceding chapter.—ZJn the court of the guard- 
room. A court on which opened an apartment in the royal 
palace (chapter 32: 2), used for the custody of prisoners 
This was a more comfortable place than the pit or dungeon 
into which Jeremiah was at another time thrown (chapter 
37: 15, 16; 38:6). The translation, “court of the guard,” 
is less probable, but gives the same general sense. The 
occasion of the prophet’s imprisonment was his persistent 
declaration that Jerusalem and Zedekiah should be given 
into the hands of the Chaldeans (chapter 32: 3-5); it is not 
clear whether he remained in prison from now till the cap- 
ture of the city (chapter 38: 28), or his imprisonment was 
interrupted (see chapter 37). In this dreary time of enforced 
seclusion he gives proof of his confidence in the restoration 
of Judah by exercising his right of redemption and pur- 
chasing land in Anathoth from his uncle (chapter 32: 8-12), 
though the territory was then in possession of the enemy 
(a similar deed is recorded of a Roman in Livy 26: 11); and 
in our chapter declares in clearest terms Jehovah's spiritual 
watch-care over his people, manifested in forgiveness and 
purification. 

Verse 2.—Thus saith Jehovah who does it, Jehovah who 
forms it to establish it. The “it” here refers to the fact 
afterwards mentioned, namely, the healing and pardoning 
of Israel, as if the prophet would say: “ Do not doubt the 
truth of this promised blessing, for the promiser is the per- 
former, the all-powerful,” and it is added: Jehovah is his 
name, this name is the guarantee of fidelity and power. 
The prophets often appeal to the “‘name” of their God as 
the expression of his attributes of wisdom, power, and holi- 
ness (Amos 4: 13; Isa. 47: 4), and the pledge of his mercy 
to his people. The word here rendered “does” is a general 
term, equivalent to English ‘do, make;” the following 
word (‘‘forms’’) means ‘fashions, frames” (Gen. 2: 7), and 
with the phrase “to establish it” indicates the process of 
making: “he fashions it up to the point of establishing it.’ 
The two classes are, however, practically identical; the 
variation of terms belongs to the structure of poetical or 
semi-poetical discourse (parallelicm). 

Verse 3—Call untome. It is not the prophet that ie 
here particularly addressed, but any Israelite, who would 
know the things of Jehovah. There is implied in this 
exhortation a rebuke of Israel's failure hitherto to cry to 
their own God ; if they had been left in distressing doubt 
and fear, it was because they had gone after other gods, 


who could not help them. The history shows that idolatry 
was at this time rampant in Jerusalem (see, for example, 
Ezek. 8, about B. ©. 593)—-Show the great and hid- 
den things, not “great and mighty things”; the second | 
adjective signifies “ enclosed,” as applied to cities: “ forti- | 
fied,” as used of facts; ‘secluded, hidden.” A similar | 
expression occurs in Isa 48:6: “I announce to thee new 
things from now on, hidden things that thou didst not 
know.” This revelation of “great and hidden things’’ is to 
be understood as referring to the declaration of restoration 
and pardon below, which was great, since 1t was a mighty | 
deliverance from enemies, and hidden, since it was un- | 
dreamed of by the people. | 
Verse 4.—Here begins the prediction proper, verses 4 and | 
5 describing the present euffering and impending destruction | 
of Jerusalem, verses 6 9 (and on through the chapter) the | 
contrasted coming bleseedness—Concerning the houses. . . | 
‘which are thrown down. Here we are introduced into a | 
| besieged city ; the houses, especially those near the wall, | 
| have been pulied down in the exigencies of military defense ; 
| private property is sacrificed to the public welfare. The | 
| houses of the kings of Judah are specially mentioned to show 
that not even royal possessions were spared; before the 
pressing danger even the palrces disappeared. The city 
made a heroic defense, hardly less desperate than that final 
one against Titus; so much the more painful was the situa- 
tion of Jeremiah, obliged to say tohis countrymen, “ Ycur 
heroism is uselessand wicked ’"—On account of the sege 
mounds and the sword. That is, because defense against the 
enemy's siege movements made the demolition of the houses 
necessary. The “ siege-mounds” are huge embankments 
thrown up by the besiegers in order to overlook the walls 
and dr.ve their defenders away. The “sword” is put fer 
all the offensive weapons of the enemy. As the houses on 
or near the wall covered the building-work and attacks of 
the besieging army, and hindered the movements of the 
defenders, it was necessary to pull them down: and per- 
haps their materials were used for strengthening the walls, 
and building inner fortifications. 

Verse 5—The rendering of the two first clauses of this 
verse is difficult, and various translations and «mendations 
have been proposed, the simplest of which is that of the Greek 
version, here sdopted: to fight with the Chaldeans, and to fill 
them (the houses) with the corpses of men, that is, the object 
of pulling down the houses was the better to contend 
against the besiegers; but the only result will be that the 
defenders will be slain, and their corpses lie in and fill up 
the places formally occupied by the houses. The same 
general sense is given by the translation of our authorized 
version: “they (the Jews) come to fight.” These men, 
though dying for their country, are described as slain by 
Jehovah's anger and fury ; for it was their wickedness that 
had brought on them God's wrath, and this terrible enemy, 
and the hiding of Jehovah's face. 

Verse 6.—Somewhat abruptly, without exact logical con- 
nection with the preceding contest, yet taking up the last 
words of verse 5, the discourse now turns to consolatory 
prediction of blessing. First, there is a general promise of 
healing and cure, peace (which involves prosperity), and 
truth, that is, deliverance from all evil, and full supply of 
all good, outward and inward. The expression ‘“ peace and 
truth” probably means ‘‘real or assured peace and pros- 
perity ”’ (see the similar phrase in chapter 14: 13). The her 
refers to the city, Jerusalem ; while farther on the plural 
them is used (a change of number common in the Old Testa- 
ment), referring to the people. 

Verse 7.—Promise of political restoration —Bring back 
the captivity of Judah . . . and Israel is to be taken literally 
ag meaning the return of the exiles from Babylon and 
Assyria.—DBuild them, as at the first. That is, as in the 
prosperous, glorious days of David and Solomon. As mis- 
fortunes thickened around Israel, the longings of the nation 
turned more and more to those early days when Israel ruled | 
the surrounding nations and overflowed with inward | 
prosperity, and they are here appropriately used to set forth 
to the people the fullness of the coming blessing. 


| warmth and joy and life to him on whom it shines. 





Verse 8.—The spiritual side of the promise. The cleanse 
and forgive here refer to the nation as a whole, and indicate 
that there will be a general abandoment of idolatry (this is 
the “iniquity” specially referred to, see chapter 9: 13-16), 
though we are not to suppose that a universal pure spiritual! 
servics of Jehovah is predicted. He would lead them to 
give up idolatry, and would then bless them. 

Verse 9—Further description of the blessedness. She, 
the city, shall be . . aname of joy, asynonym for all that is 
honorable and glorious. By the to me Jehovah declares that 
Israel is his own cherished poesession, his private property, 
so that its glory becomes a part of his riches and joy, is, as 
it were, all for him; it is an expression of exceeding nearness 
and tenderness. The effect of Israsi’s prosperity on the 
nations is that they shall fear and tremble, that is, tremble 
af the power of Jehovah who did this, which is a pledge of 
their punishment; see chapters 30:11; 46: 28. Israel's 
blessedness is described more at leng h in the remainder of 





our chapter, and elsewhere the prophet loves to dwell on 


the glories of the new covenant, when God's law should be 
written on the heart, and Judah shall becalled ‘Jehovah our 
righteousness " (33: 16) Sse Jer. 23:58; 31; 31-34; 32: 39. 
The essential spiritual thought of the whole parsage, that 
true heart-service of God will bring blessing with forgive- 


ness of sin, receives its full meaning and realization in Jesus 
Christ. 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL, 





The word of the Lord came unto Jeremiah . . . while he 
was yet shut up in the court of the prison (v. 1). A man is 
no farther from God in a prison than in achurch. Prophets 
and apostle: served and praised the Lord in prison So 
have godly men in all the ages. There are men in prison 
at this time who ovght not to be there. The Lord honors 
them, however, as fully as theugh they were bis foremost 


representatives in high sccial station. There are some men 


| in church—in pulpit and in pew—who ought to be in prison. 


They gain no honor from the Lord for keeping out of their 
true place. iiven thoze men who are justly in prison are as 


| sure of their find ng the Lord, when they seek after him, as 
| they would be in any Tabernacle inquiry meeting. Those 
| who are in prison ought to listen for the word of the Lord, 


Those who have the word of the Lord onght to carry it into 
the prison. He who ministers to one of Christ's followers 
in prison will have that fact told to his credit before all the 
world in the day of Christ's comirg. 

The Lord that formed it, to estobl sh tt (v. 2). A work 
which God begins he will finish; that is what he begins it 
for. There are no obstacles which God cannot surmount. 
There are no enemies which God cannot overccme. His 
church, his word, his people, his work, will be cared for to 
the end. The gates of hell shall not prevail against his 
church. Heaven and earth shall pass away; but his words 
shall not pass away. He will not suffer the righteous to be 
moved. His word sent on a mission shall not return unto 
him void. It shall prosper in the thing whereto he sends it, 
What a comfort there is in this trath to these who sre 
laborers together with God. They need have no fear of 
science or scientists, of foes human or infernai. The old 
Bible will not be disproved. The old truths will not become 
obsolete.. The old faith will not fail. Whavever they are 
set of God to do, God will give them strength and grace to 
complete. In the family, in the church, in the comn unity, 
their place can be filled. He who hath begun a gocd work 
in them, or through them, will persevere in 1t unto its con- 
clusion. 

Call unto me, and I will answer thee (v. 3). It is a part of 
God's plan that his children shall have certain good things 
only when they ask for them. If a thng is not worth ask- 
ing for, it is not worth having. And nothing is better 
worth having than the very things which God offers for the 
asking. Pardon is one of these things. Salvation is another, 
Wiedom is another. Strength against temptation is another. 
If you want any of these things, ask for them—ark for them 
in God’s appointed way, and ask nothing doubtng. God 
doesn’t call on you to ask without a promise that he will 
answer. ‘Call unto me, and I will answer thee.” “And 
all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye 
shall receive.” 

For all whose wickedness I have hid my face (v. 5). 
shows his face to those who seek it. He hides it from those 
who shun it. If a man wants to see God, and to be seen of 
him, he has his reward; and the light of God's face is 
Ifa 
man shrinks from being watched of God, and would fain be 
left to himself for his own evil courses, God gives to him the 
desire of his heart. The face of God is turned away from 
him, and there is darkness and gloom and deepair to him 
whom God no longer lovingly guides with his eye. It is a 
terrible thing to have God's face hidden from us. Pray that 
the Lord will watch us unfailingly. 


I will bring tt health and cure (v. 6). The Lord never 
threatens without a correspondent offer of mercy. When he 
discloses the wages of sin, he proffers the free gift of life to 
those who will receive it at the hands of Jesus. Over against 
the horrors of hell are set the joys of heaven. Tohim whose 
soul is sick unto death, God is ready to bring health and cure, 
Thgn, why will yedie? Toere is no need of continuing to 
languish in spiritual disease or weakness or distress. Ged is 
ready to bring health, cure, full strength, to ali who want 
them and believingly ask for them. 

And will build them as at the first (v. 7). When God par- 
dons a sinner, he does everything in his power to restore him 
to his lost estate. He gives him health instead of sickness, 
liberty instead of imprisonment, joy instead of sorrow. He 
welcomes him back to his old plaee in the home from which 
he was so long a wanderer. But God cannot restore that 
which has gone forever. God built a new temple in Jeru- 
salem. He did not give back to Judah the temple which 
Nebuchadnezzar destroyed. The father of the prodigal could 
put the best robe and a costly ring on his returned con; but 


God 


_he could not give him back his wasted years, nor restore to 
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him the freshness of his unpolluted youth. God can build 
up from the ruins of a reprobate’s early life a new character, 
with new poesibilities and hopes; but that which was 
destroyed is not to be brought back. An opportunity lost is 
lost forever. A day wasted can never be regained. A 
moral sense blunted is blunted until the end of life. God 
be praised that he can build up amen from shapeless ruins! 
God grant that the lives of those whom we love may never 
be in shapeless ruin! 

It shall be to me... an honor before all the nations, 
. . . which shall hear all the good that Ido(y.9). It is no 
honor to a man to be in need of mercy, of pardon, of help. 
The honor is to him who supplies the lack. God asks no 
higher honor among the sons of men than that of being full 
of love and pity for the unworthy, of providing redemption 
for the lost, of giving to his children everything they need, 
and of doing for them according to their utmost necessities, 
and to the fullness of their joy and peace. Let none of us 
think that we honor the Lord by any service which we 
render to him—by anything which we do for him, or in 
his name—in comparison with the honor which is his due 
for sparing and saving us. His goodness toward us, not 
our goodness toward him or toward each other, is that 
which gives honor to the Lord’s name, as his dealings with 
us, and as our characters and course are made known to the 
world. 

They shall fear and tremble for all the . . . prosperity that 
I procure unto vt. Hardly anything is more startling 
and awe inspiring to God's enemies than his goodness to 
those whom he holds dear to himself. To see how he shields his 
trustfal children in the fiery farnace, in the lion’s den, or in the 
storm at sea; tosee how he guards a little spot of land on the 
shores of the Mediterranean,so that neither Canaanitish, 
Syrian, Assyrian, nor Egyptian armies can deprive it of its 
power or importance while his plans for it are yet unful- 
filled; to see how he uses an unlearned layman to bring the 
traths ofthe gospel with new force and attractiveness to whole 
nations where those truths were already familiar as a 
nursery song; to see how he provides for and sustains the 
widowed and the fatherless who trust in him,—suggests his 
goodness and his power, so that the unrepentant sinner 
stands appalled at the thought of making conflict with such 
a God. It is when Peter is astonished, and all that are 
with him, at the draught of fishes which they have taken, 
by the blessing of Jesus, that he falls down at Jeeus’ knees, 
saying, “ Depart from me; for I am @ sinful man, O Lord.” 
There is no greater wonder in the world to-day, than the 
prosperity of those who put their trust in the Lord. The 
power of God thus evidenced ought to cause those who 
refuse him homage to fear and tremble at the possibilities 
of his wrath which they incur by their continued rebellion. 





Nors.—An article by Professor Austin Phelps, on the 
subject of the leeson, will be found on the third page —Tux 
Ep1ror. 


HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER, 


It will be impracticable to try to give to little children the 
connecting history between this lesson and the last; but the 
teacher should be familiar with it, and all that can be learned 
of the ‘‘ Weeping Prophet.” The whole book of Jeremiah and 
of Lamentations, carefully read, would help to aclear under- 
standing of this and the following lessons. 

We have a sad lesson to-day, a sorrowful story; they are 
words spoken in a time of trouble; but just as the s‘ars seem 
brightest in the darkest night, so seems our golden text and 
some of the bright promise-verses that God sent to his people, 
in the days of greatest trouble and distress. Our lesson is 
about Jeremiah in prison; let us learn who he was, where 
he was, and what he said. What was the name of the good 
king, who, when the book of the law was found, read it 
before all the people? When the scribe Shaphan read the 
book to the king, why was he in such trouble? To whom 
did he send for a message from the Lord? What did the 
prophetess say about the punishment coming upon Judah for 
their sins? Why was Josiah to be spared the sight of the 
slavery of his own people? It was all as the prophetess said ; 
while Josiah lived, the people obeyed their king, kept their 
promise to him, and served God. 

Who was Jeremiah * He was very young when he began 
to be a prophet of God. After Josiah had been king about 
thirteen years, God told him he had chosen him to be a 
prophet among the nations. Jeremiah answered, “I cannot 
speak, for I am but a child,” But God touched his lips, and 
said he should go wherever he sent him, and speak whatever 
he told him to say. He told him not to be afraid of the faces 
of those to whom he would speak ; for said the Lord, “I am 
with thee, to deliver thee.” Jeremiah obeyed, and for more 
than forty years was a prophet. He lived at first in a little 
town a few miles out in the country ; but in time of war he 
came into the city of Jerusalem, and gave God's messages to 
the people. 

It will make Jeremiah seem more real to give some facts 
about him. He was called the “ weeping prophet.” How 








could he be gay, or glad, in such times? but his tears never 
made him afraid of kings or enemies. Whether his feet were 
in the stocks, like Paul's, when he sang in the night, or ina 
dungeon, he spoke as God told him. When he was shut up 
and could not be heard, he wrote the words, or had some one 


else copy as he spoke, and write them in a roll, and had it | 


read to the princes and the king. One of the wicked kings 
was sitting before the fire, in his winter-house, and when 
he had heard a few pages of the book of Jeremiah’s writing, 
he took his penknife and cut it to pieces, and threw it all in 
the burning coals on the hearth. Could an angry man destroy 
or alter God’s word? The Lord told the prophet to write 
another roll, and he did, with the very same words, and 
more beside. Jeremiah was a faithful prophet. 

Where was Jeremiah in the time of this lesson? Read 
verse 1. Yetshut up; so it seems as if he had been there 
some time. 
the palaces often had courts around them, and a prison, all 
built together. Why was Jeremiah put in prison in his own 
city? Because the king and princes were angry at what he 
said, although he spoke exactly as God told him. The great 
king of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar, had been to Jerusalem 
before, with his armies, and carried off their king and their 


treasures. At one time the people had been conquered by | 


the king of Egypt, and then Nebuchadnezzar had conquered 


Jeremiah, and asked what he had said should come upon the 


city ; Jeremiah told him that the king of Babylon should | 


_ from this lesson. Each teacher must select and adapt. 


The prison was a part of the king's house, for | 


and the time had come to let their enemies drive them ont 
of the beautiful city. But even when God said by Jeremiah 
that they had sinned, he spoke three other precious words— 
Iwill pardon, God was angry with their sin, but showed 
his love when he promised, ‘I will cleanse them from all 
their iniquity.” 

For whose sake will God pardon all who have sinned? 
God told Jeremiah the days were coming when he would 
perform that good thing which he had promised. It was 
the Saviour who should come, and all the world bémade glad 


_in the love of God, who will, for Jesus’ sake, pardon all who 


will trust in him. 

There are many practical teachings which can be drawn 
For 
very little ones it wil] be enough to tell the simple story of 
the prophet in prison, sometimes in so deep a pit of mire that 
he was drawn up by ropes. Tell how God took care of him, 
and when the food in the city became scarce, how the king 
ordered a loaf of bread to be sent to him each day. Show 
Jeremiah a faithful prophet, never afraid to speak, whatever 
the meseage, trusting the promise, “I am with thee, to 
deliver thee.” Who hassaid, “ Lo, I am with youalway”? 

Tell of a faithful God; his care of his servant in the 
prison court, the pit, the dungeon, in famine. Can you tell 


_ of others in prisons, or in chains, with whom God has been ? 
them again. Since Josiah died there had been three wicked | 


kings, all wicked men ; and at the time of our lesson Nebu- | 
chadnezzar had left Zedekiah, a young and wicked son of | 
good Josiah, to rule for him in Jerusalem. Zedekiah sent to 


God’s answers toprayer. He heard Jeremiah’s cry for his 
poor, troubled, wicked nation, and even in such darkness 
sent promises of abundant peace. 

His pardon. See that. the meaning is fully understood, 
and by such illustrations or texts as are familiar enforce 
the lesson, which you, perhaps, have on the blackboard, 


come again, and take the city, and the king should be a pris- | They have sinned. I will pardon. 


oner. For that Jeremiah was put in prison, where he spoke | 
the words of our lesson. 


They were the words of God, the Lord who made all things, | 
and would do exactly as he said, that the houses of the city | 


and of the king should be thrown down. That was God's 
plan, to destroy the homes of wicked kings and people, who 
had disobeyed him. 

The soldiers came outside the walls, and built great heaps, 
which they called mounts, for they were high, strong banks 
and on them great wooden engines, from the top of which 
they could hurl stones and arrows with such force as to 
destroy the houses and walls. When they needed to make 
room to build such mounts, men with axes cut down houses 
or anything in their way. Jeremiah told them he knew 
they would try to fight the enemy, but it would only fill 
their houses with the dead, for God would let them be slain, 
to punish them for their sins against him. 

Do you remember the verse we learned long ago with 
God's promise and threatening both in it? It was what a 
prophet said to King Asa and his people, “ Jf ye seek him, 
he will be found of you; but if ye foreake him, he will for- 
sake you.” Would it not be dreadful to be forsaken by 
God? Is not this the dark picture we have to-day of 
Jerusalem, the city of David? How often God had spared 
it, when Asa prayed; when he helped Jehoshaphat ; when 
the Assyrians came against Hezekiah; while Josiah lived 
and served bim ; but now, a wicked king, enemies all around, 
houses to be filled with dead, the good prophet in prison. 
Why was all this? God telis the reason, “ J have hid my 
face.” They forsook him and he forsook them. He said it 
was for their wickedness he let them be slain in his anger 
and fury against them. Is it not a dreadful warning to those 
who forget God? Wasthere any hope for them? What 
did Jeremiah say! He spoke the words of God in our 
golden text, Call unto me. If you want help from your 
mother, is it not easy to call? That is what the prophet told 
the people to do. Did Jeremiah do that? The faithful 
prophet knew the faithful God. 


He prayed in the prison, and God heard him, and did show 
him great and mighty things; for he showed him the time 
when the city should be built again, and peace be within its 
walls. 

What does the golden text say he will do for those who 
call? He did answer, for even froin Jeremiah’s prison he 
sent some glad and precious promises to the people? What 
had the people done which had made God hide his face? 
Three little words tell the story—they have sinned. They 
had all sinned, they had disobeyed and forgotten the book 
of the law which Josiah taught, and they promised to obey. 
Some of the grown people then were little children when 
they saw the king stand by a pillar and heard him read; 
some of the old people were quite grown up when they all 
stood around the king and promised to keep the covenant 
Josiah made, and they must have remembered how they all 
kept the passover. How they had changed; they had all 
worshiped strange gods upon strange altars ; even the chil- 
dren gathered wood and the fathers made the fire, and the 
women mixed and made cakes for offerings to the moon, and 
worshiped the heavens. On the houses to be destroyed there 
had been smoking altars on the roofs, and images, and there 
the people had bowed down and prayed to idols. God had 
often sent good kings and prophets to warn them of his 
punishments, but they soon forgot or would not hear, 
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ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL, 


Prisons differ so much according to the requirements of 
each case, that we can hardly expect to get more than a 
general idea of Jeremiah’s case. Oriental prisons differ 
almost as much as those of the Occident; but the real 
reformatory prison, a creature of the civilization of this 
century, need not be looked for eastward. Nor will there 
be found in the East many merciful provisions to lessen the 
wretchedness of a poverty-stricken prisoner. Squalor, dis- 
ease, and death are no strangers there. The avarice of the 
jailer, also, as not infrequently now in American cities, 
makes the condition of the prisoner worse than it otherwise 
need be. 

Prison labor, which existed as long ago as we know any- 
thing about prisons, as well as gangs of condemned laborers 
to work in galleys, mines, and public works, was littie more 
than a kind of slave labor of the severer sort. All idea 
of good to the prisoner was far away from such procedure. 

Before Jeremiah was put into the “ court of the prison” 
of the king, he had been confined in a prison improvised out 
of the house of Jonathan the scribe (Jer. 37: 15), where 
were a dungeon and cells, From the court of the prison, 
again, he was cast into the “dungeon of Malchiah,” inside 
the court of the prison; into which he had to be let down 
with cords, to sink into the mire at the bottom, as there was 
no water there. Dungeons of this sort were commonly an 
old unused beer ; that is, pit for a cistern or granary. Into 
such a pit Joseph was cast by his brethren. Escape from 
such a place without help from the outside, is absolutely 
impossible. Sometimes a wanderer stumbles into one of 
those places, which exist, half hidden and mostly unknown, 
all over Palestine and Syria ; and, unless he can make some 
one hear, must perish. Jeremiah was in danger of death 
from want of food, it is told; but very likely also from the 
filth and bad air—though a genuine Oriental can stand 
almost any amount of both. 


For the poorer class of prisoners, not only malefactors, 
but common debtors and sufferers under tyranny, the essen- 
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tial thing has generally been confinement, as cheap as pos- 
sible. Nor until within quite a recent period” have the 
prisons of civilized people improved very much. Into the 
sad detail there is little gain in going. The facts, widely 
enough spread, about the French and English prisons of the 
last century, are pitiful enough, without inquiry into the 
more savage cruelties of the fiercer Asiatics. One sees quite 
enough of the instruments of cruelty in the Tower of London ; 
a sickening ingenious superfluity in ihe Continental muse- 
ums; and no ideas of the dreadful character of a rayless 
dungeon can be much more vivid than those received in the 
prisons on the once hopeless side of the Bridge of Sighs at 
Venice. 

The court of the prison, or royal house of detention, may 
have one of two or more meanings. It may have been the 
court proper, or open enclosed space, surrounded by build- 
ings, where Jeremiah had space to move about. But now-a- 
days one sees in the court of the Serai, or government 
palace, of the larger eastern cities, a prison whose inmates 
cannot go out into the open court. The main court of the 
Serai is frequently a large quadrangle, with entrances on 
two or more sides, guarded by soldiers; much after the style 
of similar places in Europe. Inside the quadrangle are 
frequently a tree or two and a fountain or two, people pass- 
ing to and fro, and children playing. Near one corner one 
sees a very large open space in the wall, either a door or 
large enough for two or three doors, and perhaps a window 
or two, occupied with a strong but coarse iron grating. 
Outside the grating is a motley crowd, men, women, and 
children, but usually mostly women, who seem to have a 
subdued but ardent interest in what is behind the grating. 

On coming nearer we see that behind the grating is a crowd 
of prisoners, perhaps huddled very thick. Their faces fill the 
grating, but there are more than can come near enough to 
get a look at the outside. Their friends bring them things 
to eat, tobacco or tombek to smoke, as the government pro- 
vision for their support leaves something usually still to be 
desired. Unless the number of prisoners is very great, or 
the weather very hot indeed, the confinement, unless chains 
are added, is really the only irksome thing to the average 
prisoner: his time is of no value, at least in his own eyes, 
his physical condition isno worse there than at home, and 
except the possibility of his family suffering, he might be as 
happy there as elsewhere. If away, he would be gambling 
or smoking all day at one of the low-rate coffee-sheds, or 
sleeping in the streets, or smuggling tobacco. But for a 
prisoner of a better class, there is much to suffer. The ver- 
min and dirt, however, are no peculiarity of confinement in 
prison. 

Such, with some variation, is the modern representative 
of the “court of the prison.” For the lower classes it is by 
no means as severe as a jail-imprisonment of accused persons 
in America, excepting only those classes of the latter who 
are not much above common vagrancy. 

This kind of prison serves, however, for several different 
classes of prisoners. The accused and the convicted are there 
together. The prisoners are not generally accessible to the 
missionaries; but this is not so much on account of govern- 
ment hostility as on account of unwise attempts on the part 
of some persons of rather visionary benevolence (not Amer- 
icans, however) to show kindness to the prisoners as if to a 
class of oppressed innocents; a thing which resulted in 
making the prisoners more discontented, and even insubor- 
dinate—at least so the officials said in the case now in the 
writer’s mind. 

Prison discipline in such a place is naturally a rather wild 
oversight, .by a power that is about absolute. Some- 
times a prisoner is discharged for a very singular reason. A 
negro who had stolen a horse in Beirfit, and got it away 
south as far as Damir river before 1t was retaken, was sen- 
tenced therefor to a year’s imprisonment. After being in 
prison about two months, the authorities sent to the owner 
of the horse to say that it was too costly an affair for them 
to pay the prisoner's keep for a year, and if he had no objec- 
tions they would discharge him at once. Or, if he would 
pay for the prisoner’s food, they would keep him for six 
months or a year, just as he should say. The result was 
that the prisoner got off with three months’ imprisonment 





ILLUSTRATIONS. 
BY THE REV. W. W. NEWTON. 


NATURAL AND Morat Force.—There is no such thing 
as forgiveness in nature. “In the day thou eatest thereof, 
thou shalt surely die,” is nature's fiat to the transgressor, 
One moment the yacht is bounding on its way with shortened 
sail and dashing prow; the next moment she has capsized 
and sunk, and swimmers are striking out for the land, and 
a little while later the dead bodies of the drowned crew are 
lying upon the wet, smooth sand. The sun may set peace- 
fully, the angry breakers may change to gentle ripples: 
not a cloud may be seen in the sky, and the restless little 
sea-birds may patter along the beveled edges of the water- 
line upon the sea-shore; but there is no forgiving love in 
nature; there is no compassion there; mercy is a quality 





utterly unknown. Yet, says the pealmist, in speaking of 
the contrast between the moral law of God and the fixed, 
unalterable law of nature, “ there is forgiveness with thee, in 
order that thou mayest be feared.” 

A rock cannot forgive; a storm will not relent; a burn- 
ing building will show nomercy. Earth, wind, fire, and water 
are things—they are not powers; they are natural elements, 
not moral attributes. But God, who isa moral power and 
is above nature, has the qualities of a moral power, and can 
recognize the same moral powers in man, and can give love 
for man’s faith, and forgiveness for human repentance. Some 
people at the seashore built an observatory on the rocks, 
and put on the top a handsome weather-vane. But for one 
month the wind blew every day from the same quarter. At 
last it was suggested that the weather-vane might have 
become fixed through too much screwing. On examining 
it a second time, it was found that the swivel had been left 
off altogether. Natural force is like the weather-vane 
screwed tightly into the iron: there it will stand until some 
stronger force blows it down. Moral force is like the 
weather-vane hung upon an adjustable socket; it bends and 
sways to currents and influences which are like the winds 
of heaven. “The wind bloweth where it listeth; so is 
every one that is born of the Spirit.” 

PRAYER InvirepD.—In the social world, when an invita- 
tion is given, down in one corner of the card will be found 
the letters R.S. V. P.; that is, Respondez s'il vous plait,— 
“ Answer, if you please.” It would bea rude thing to invite 
people to a feast which was never meant to be given; and 
it would be equally rude for the person invited to take no 
notice of the invitation. 

And when God invites us to pray to him he means a real 
thing by the invitation ; and if we fail to heed his call, we are 
trampling under foot the Son of God, and doing despite to 
the spirit of his grace. In the old service-book of Queen 
Elizabeth, in the Church of England, the bidding to the 
communion, or the call to partake of the Lord’s Supper, read 
in this wise: “ Ye know how grievous and unkind a thing 
it is when aman hath prepared a rich feast, decked his 
table with all kind of provision, so that there lacketh 
nothing but the guests to sit down; and yet they who are 
called (without{any cause) most unthankfully refuse to come. 
Which of you in such a case would not be moved? Who 
would not think a great injury and wrong done unto Him? 
And when God calleth you, are ye not ashamed to say ye 
will not come?” “Inquire within” is a printed notice 
often found hung up in the windows of a house exposed 
to rent or for sale. That is an invitation to the passer-by 
who wants ahome to stop and look at the interior of the 
house. And God's invitation to us all to seek him by 
prayer, to knock at the door of the house in order that we 
may see the interior, is simply a bidding to us to look into 
the living interior of Christianity, and not only at the out- 
side surface. ‘If you do not see what you want, ask for 
it,” is a motto hung up in somestores. This is an invitation 
to put faith in the patience and ability of the salesmen to 
get you what you want. And God's words to us are, ‘ Ack, 
and ye shall receive.” 

ParpoN PrRomIsEp.—When Queen Elizabeth was in 
power on the throne of England, she gave to her friend and 
lover, the Earl of Essex, a ring with a precious stone in it, 
and told him if he should ever be in any state or personal 
tronble, where the Queen’s word would be of any help, to 
send up to her the ring, and she would pardon hin, even if 
his offense was the crime of high treason. Years passed 
by, the shadows of royal displeasure fell upon the Earl; 
he became estranged from the Queen, and was finally con- 
demned to the block for the crime of treason. Fidelity to 
to the law demanded that the Queen should sign the death- 
warrant of the fallen Earl. Integrity of soul declared in 
the eye of the kingdom and in the presence of the common law, 
that the Queen was doing right in protecting her throne. 
But there was one place in that queenly heart where the 
old love ruled; and she waited for the ring to be sent back, 
the old souvenir of their heart affeetion. She waited in 
vain, for the ring never came, and the Earl was beheaded. 
But after his death it was discovered that he had sent back 
the all-powerful ring, but that an enemy had hidden it from 
the Queen. With God's forgiving love there is no 
enemy in the way, save man’s own self-will ; and God only 
waits for the tear of repentance and the look of faith in the 
precious name of Christ the Saviour, to freely command 
his pardoning power to go forth to the condemned soul in 
prison. 





ECLECTIC COMMENTARY. 
BY WILLARD M. RICE, D.D. 


V.1. The word of the Lord. This chapter is closely con- 
nected with chapter 32 as to its date and occasion. In its 
general strain of promise it harmonizes with the two next 
before it, and also with chapter 23:1-8. The city was at 
that time besieged, and tottering to its fall. This prospective 
ruin of the city and temple chilled the hearts of those who 
would fain hold fast to the promises of the Lord, and hence 
became a sore temptation to og eg and even 
despair. To reassure their sinking faith, these reiterated 





promises are given here in the very jaws of national ruin.— 
Cowles. 


Shut Though Jeremiah was shut up in bondage, the 
word of God was “ not bound,” —Fausset and Brown. 


In the court of the prison, It was a most iniquitous 
reward that he should, while serving God faithfaliy and 
conscientiously, be cast ignominiously into prison, and 
be there kept a captive so long. It was some mitigation of 
his grief that God appeared to him in that very prison; it 
was an evidence that God esteemed him higher than all the 
Jews.— Calvin. 


V. 2. Maker thereof. Rather “the doer of it,” viz.: 
that which Jeremiah is about to prophesy, the restoration 
of Israel, an act which is thought now impossible, but which 
the Almighty will effect —Fausset and Brown. 


The one who is the Author and Head of this Church- 
nation. The one who doeth and confirmeth.— Hunt. 


V.3. Call unto me. Perhaps God speaks here, not to the 
prophet, but to the people, who were backward to know 
what they might have known; and as some presumed on 
false predictions in their favor, so some despaired of the 
true.— Secker. 


God promises are not to slacken but to quicken the 
prayers of his people.— Henry. 


Mighty. Inaccessible, incredible, hard to man’s under- 
standing.— Maurer. 


Which thou knowest not. We see that those things are 
often hidden to us which God has again and again made 
known to us; for either they do not immediately penetrate 
into our minds, or the memory of them is extinguished, or 
faith is not so vigorous in us as it ought to be, or we are 
= and confounded by obstacles thrown in our way. 
— Calvin. 


V. 4. Concerning the houses. From Isa, 22:10 we cee 
that houses were thrown down in sieges, to repair or 
strengthen the walls. It was natural that those houses 
should be used for this purpose which were nearest the 
walls, whether private or royal property.— Lange. 


By the sword, The sword is commonly used for war, or 
the operations of war in general. It is very probable that 
some of the houses of Jerusalem had already been cast down 
by the enemy's warlike engines playing upon them from 
the mounts without.— Blayney. 


By the mounts. By the missiles cast from the besiegers’ 
mounds (Ch. 32: 24); and ‘‘ by the sword” follows properly, 
as after missiles had prepared the way, the foe next advanced 
to close quarters “ with the sword.” —Fausset and Brown. 


V. 5. They. The Jewish soldiers; the defenders of the 
houses. 


Chaldeans. Inhabitants of Chaldea. Chaldea must be 
taken to include the plain watered by the rivers Euphrates 
and Tigris, bounded on the east by the Tigris, but extending 
across the Euphrates westward to Arabia. Babylon was 
the capital of this people.— Whitney. 


To fill them. Those houses. 


Dead bodies of men. Their own dead bodies, that is, the 
Jews. 


Ihave slain in mine anger and in my fury. God shows 
that the Chaldeans would not be victorious through their 
own valor, but because he himself would smite or slay the 
Jews. Then he ascribes to his own vengeance the calamity 
pics might have seemed to proceed from the Chaldeans.— 

vin. 


I have hid my face from this city. So distinctly are they 
to see God’s hand in their defeat and ruin.— Cowles. 


V. 6. Iwill bring it health and cure. In opposition to 
tearing down, the prophet promises bandages or healing ; 
instead of filling with corpses, he promises cure. 


Peace and truth. Genuine and lasting prosperity. 


Truth. Stability. The best word for it here is security. 
And I will unfold to them abundance of peace and security. 
— Edwards. 


V. 7. Build. By this word God means that they would 
return to their own country for this end—that they might 
remain secure in it. The prosperity of the city would be 
lasting, for it would be so founded that it would not fall or 
totter at any kind of assault.—Calvin. 


Judah ... Israel. He promises deliverance not only 
to the tribe of Judah, but also to the whole kingdom of 
Israel. As at the first. The result of the building is com- 
pared with the original state of things.—Lange. 


V. 8. Cleanse. Alluding to the legal rites of purification. 


Will pardon all their iniquities. These words are not 
superfluous; for it was necess seriously to remind the 
Jews of their many vices, of which, indeed, they were con- 
scious ; and yet they did not repent. 


Iniquity .. . iniquities. By this change in the number 
the prophet shows the mass and variety of their sins, as 
though he had said, that the heap of evils were so multi- 
plied, that there was need of no common mercy in God to 
receive them into favor.—Calvin. 


V. 9. This deliverance will be so great and signal as to 
impress all the heathen nations. The Lord will get to him 
self and praise before them all. They will hear of the great 
blessings the Lord has brought upon his people, and will 
stand in fear and awe before him as one who, being infinite 
in power to save his people, must be alike infinite in power 
to overwhelm his foes —Cowles. 


Before all the nations. The view of all the good which the 
Lord is preparing for Jerusalem will fill them with dread. 
At any rate, with a wholesome fear, for after they have in 
their terror perceived that they have neglected the almighty 
and benevolent God for vain idols, they will turn again to 
the former.— Lange. 
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EASTER EXERCISE. 


—_~+— -- 
THE RESURRECTION. 


BY BYRON A. BROOKS. 
Singing : 
In the cross of Christ I glory. 
Prayer. 
Singing : 
Hail, thou once despised Jesus. 
Leader : 

As touching the dead that they rise; have ye not read in the 
book of Moses, how in the bash God spake unto him, saying. I 
am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob? (Mark 12: 26) 

School: 


He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living; ye do 
therefore greatly err (Mark 12: 27). 


Leader : 


Now that the dead are raised, even Moses showed at the bush 
when he called the Lord the God of Abraham and the God of 
Isaac and the God of Jacob (Luke 26: 37). 


School : 


For he is not the God of the dead, but of the living; for all live 
unto him (Luke 20; 38). 


Leader : 


For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his 
death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection (Rom 
6: 5). 


First teacher : 

But if there be no resurrection of the dead, then is Christ not 
risen (1 Cor. 15; 13). 
Leader : 


And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and 
your faith is also vain (1 Cor. 15: 14). 


Second teacher : 


Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God: because we have 
testified of God that he raised up Christ; whom he raised not up 
if so be the dead rise not (1 Cor. 15: 15). 


Leader : 
For if the dead rise not, then is Christ not raised (1 Cor. 15: 16). 
Third teacher : 


And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain: ye are yet in 
your sins (1 Cor. 15: 17), 


Leader : 


Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished 
(1 Cor. 15: 18). 


Fourth teacher : 


If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men 
most miserable (1 Cor. 15: 19). 


Leader : 


But every man in his own order, Christ the first-fruits, after- 
ward they that are Christ’s at his coming (1 Cor. 15: 23). 


Singing : 
Fifth teacher : 


So also is the resurrection of the dead: it is sown in corrup- 
tion, it is raised in incorruption (1 Cor. 15: 42). 


Leader : 


It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory: it is sown in 
weakness, it is raised in power (1 Cor. 15: 43). 


The Lord is risen indeed. 


Sixth teacher: 


It is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. There 
is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body (1 Cor. 15: 44), 


Leader : 


Howbeit, that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is 
natural; and afterward that which is spiritual (1 Cor. 15: 46). 


Seventh teacher : 


As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy; and as is 
the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly (1 Cor. 15: 48), 


Leader : 


Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like 
unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is 
able even to subdue all things unto himself (Phil. 3: 21). 


Teachers: 


For I know that my Redeemer livéth, and that he shall stand 
at the latter day upon the earth (Job 19: 25). 


Leader ;: 


But God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave, for 
he shall receive me. Selah (Psa. 49: 15), 


Jeachers: 


Thy dead men shall live, wat with my dead body shall they 
arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwell in dust, for thy dew is as 
the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead (Isa. 
16: 19). 


Leader : 
And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 


awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlast- | 


ing contempt (Dan. 12: 2). 
Teachers : 


I will ransom them from the power of the grave; I will redeem 
them from death. O grave, I will be thy destruction; repentance 
shall be hid from mine eyes (Hos, 13: 14). 


Singing: 
First boy : 


Ifa man die, shall he live again? All the days of my appointed 
time will I wait, till my change come (Job 14: 14). 


First girl: 
I have set the Lord always befere me; because he is at my 


Yes, the Redeemer rose. 


| dead (Acts 10:40, 41) 





right hand, I shall not be moved, Therefore my heart is glad, 
and my glory rejoiceth; my flesh also shall rest in hope. For 
thon wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither wilt thou suffer thy 
Holy One to see corruption (Psa. 16: 8-10). 


Second boy : 


Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patri- 
arch David, that be is both dead and buried, and his sepulchre is 
with usunto this day. Therefore being a prophet, and knowing 
that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his 
loins according to the flesh he would raise up Christ to sit on his 
throne; he seeing this before, spake of the resurrection of Christ, 
that bis soul was not left in hell, neither his flesh did see corrup- 
tion (Acts 2 29-31). 


Second girl: 
And so it is written. The first man Adam was made a living 
soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit. The first man 


is of theearth, earthy; the second man is the Lord from heaven 
(1 Cor. 15: 45, 47). 


Third boy: : 
Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this temple, and in 


three days I will raise it up. But he spake of the temple of his 
body (John 2: 19, 21). 


Third girl: 
And when they had fulfilled all that was written of him, they 


to -k him down from the tree, and laid him in a sepulchre (Acts 
13: 29). 


Fourth boy : 


And when the sabbath was past. Mary Magdalene, and Mary 
the mother of James, and Salome, had brought sweet spices, that 
they might come and anoint bim. And very early in the morning 
the first day of the week, they came unto the sepulchre, at the 
rising of the sun (Mark 16:1, 2). 


Fourth gil: 


And behold there was a great earthquake, for the angel of the 
Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone 
from the door, and sat upon it (Matt. 28: 2). . 


Fifth boy: : 

And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord 
Jesus. Then arose Peter, and ran unto the sepulchre; and stoop 
ing down, he beheld the linen clothes Jaid by themselves, and 


depa ted, wondering in himself at that which was to come to pass 
(Luke 24: 3,12). 
Fifth girl: 

But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she 
wept she stooped down and looked into the sepuichre, and seeth 
two angels in white, sitting, the one at the head and the other at 
the feet. where the body of Jesus had lain. And they say unto 
her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because 
they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they 
have laid him (John 20: 11-13). 


Sixth boy : 


And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: 
for I know that ye seek Jesus which was crucified. He is not 
here’ for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the 
Lord lay (Matt. 28: 5, 6), 
Singing : 

He is risen. He is not here. 
Sixth girl: 

And when she had thus said she turned herself back, and saw 
Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus. Jesus saith unto 
her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest thou? She 
supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou 
have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and 
I will take bim away. Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned 
herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni, which is to say, Master 
(John 20: 14-16). 


Seventh boy : 


Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not: for I am not yet ascended 
to my Father; but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I 
ascend unto my Father and your Father,and to my God and 
your God (John 20: 17). 

Seventh girl: 
And as they went to tell his disciples, behold Jesus met them 


saying, All hail. And they came and held him by the feet and 
worshipped him (Matt. 28 : 9). 


Eighth boy : 

And they rose up the same hour and returned to Jerusalem, 
and found the eleven gathered together, and them that were with 
them, saying, The Lord is risen indeed and hath appeared to 
Simon (Luke 24: 38, 34), 

Eighth girl: 

And after eight days, again his disciples were within, and 
Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being shut, and 
stood in the midst and said, Peace be unto you (John 20: 26). 
Ninth bey: 

After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples 
at the sea of Tiberias; and on this wise showed he himself. 
This is now the third time that Jesus showed himself to his dis- 
ciples, after that he was risen from the dead (John 21 : 1, 14). 
Singing : 

Christ the Lord is risen to-day. 
Ninth girl; 

To whom also he showed himself alive after his passion, being 
seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to 
the kingdom of God (Acts 1 : 3). 

Tenth boy: 


Him God raised up the third day, and showed him openly; 
not to all the people. but unto witnesses chosen before ot God, 
even to us, who did eat and drink with him after he rose from the 


Tenth girl: 

And he was seen many days of them which came up with him 
from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are witnesses unto the people 
(Acts 13: 31). 

Eleventh boy: 


After that, he was seen of above five hundred brethren at once: 
of whom the greater part remain unto this present, but some are 
fallen asleep (1 Cor. 15: 6). 


Eleventh girl: 
Whom Ged hath raised up, having leosed the pains of death; 





because it was not possible that he should be holden of it 
(Acts 2: 24). 
Twelfth boy: 


Thus it is written, and thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to 
rise from the dead the third day (Luke 24: 46). 


Girls : 
For though he was crucified through weakness, yet he liveth by 


the power of God. For we also are weak in him, but we shall 
live with him by the power of God toward you (2 Cor. 13: 4). 
Boys: 

And we declare unto you glad tidings, how that the promise 
which was made unto the fathers, God hath fulfilled the same 


unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again 
(Acts 13: 82, 38). 


Singing: 
Girls : 

But if the spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead 
dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the deed rhall also 


quicken your mortal bodies by his spirit that dwelleth in you 
(Rom. 8: 11). 


Christ the Lord is risen to-day. 


Boys : 


If ye then be risen with Christ, sesk those things: which are 
above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God (Col. 3:1) 


Girls: 


Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall 
we ever be with the Lord (1 Thess. 4: 17). 


Boys: 
Bat now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the first- 
fruits of them that sept. For since by man came death by man 


came also the) esurrection of the dea For as in Adam all die, 
even so in Christ shall all be made alive (1 Cur 15: 20 22). 


Singing : 
Hark, ten thousand harps and voices. 
Leader: 


Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming in the which all 
that are in the graves shall hear his voice (John 5: 28). 


School: 


And shall come forth: they that have done good unto the 
resurrection of hfe; and they that bave done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation (John 5: 29). 


Leader : 


And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all 
which he hath given me I should Jose nothing, but should raise it 
up again at the last day (John 6: 39). 


School: 


For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel and with the trump of God; 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first (1 Thess. 4: 16). 


Leader : 


Behold I show a mystery: we shall not all sleep, but we 
shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye at 
the last trump, for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall 
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed (1 Cor.15: 51, 52). 


All: 


For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality. So when this corruptible shall have 
put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immor- 
tality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, 
Death is swallowed up in victory. O death! where is thy sting? 
O grave! where is thy victory ? (1 Cor. 15: 53-55), 


Singing: Easter Anthem. 
BENEDICTION. 
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WORK AND WORKERS. 


———@—__. 


CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1878. 


International, at Atlanta, Georgia 
East Tennessee, at Jonesb 
Illinois, state, at Decatur 
Missouri, state, at Sedalia 
New York, state, at Albany 

Ohio, state, at Norwalk 

Iowa, state, at Cedar Falls 
Pennsylvania, state, Williamsport 
Nebraska, state, at Kearney 
Wisconsin, state, at Racine 
Indiana, state, at Indianay 
Kentucky, state, at Maysville 
Vermont, state, at St. Johnsbury 
Kansas, state, at Topeka 

New Jersey, state, at Trenton 





Vannes 











June 11-13 
June 11-13 
June 12, 13 
June 12, 13 
June 25-27 





is 





Nov. 12-14 








THE ATLANTA CONVENTION. 


The Convention will sit in the First Baptist Church, the 
most capacious and convenient church building in the city. 

The city of Atlanta is the railroad centre of the South,: 
and like Indianapolis, where the convention of 1872 was 
held, it owes its growth almost wholly to railroad develop- 
ment. This convenience of access led to the choice of both 
cities as meeting-places for Sunday-school workers. The 
site of the city of Atlanta was an uncleared tract so late 
as 1843. The first settlement was called Marthasville; 
but in 1847 a city charter was given to it, with the present 
name, which was suggested by the late J. Edgar Thomson, 
secretary of the Pennsylvania Railroad. Mr. Thomson, 
at that time, was chief engineer of the Georgia Railroad. 
The name occurred to him in consequence of the location 
of the city on the ridge between the waters of the Gulf of 
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Mexico and those of the South Atlantic slope. The popu- 
lation of the city had grown, in 18°9, to the number of 
17,000 ; and in 1867, though diminished between ]861 and 
1865, this figure was again reached. Atlanta became the 
capital of Georgia in 1868. The census of 1870 showed 
its population to be 22,789. At the present time it is 
between thirty and forty thousand. The leading manu- 
facturing business of the place lies in its iron-mills. Its 
churches are among the largest and finest in the south, 
and its public-school system is excellent. The city is the 
seat of O.lethorpe University, a Presbyterian institution 
founded near Milledgeville in 1835; Atlanta University 
(colored), established in 1869; the Atlanta Medical Col- 
lege; and the North Georgia Female College. 

On Saturday, April 20, the day after the close of the 
sessions of the Atlanta Convention, a Sunday-school 
jubilee will be held on Oglethorpe Park, Atlanta. This 
Jubilee, although not officially connected with the Con- 
vention, is held in its honor, and will share, in good 
measure, the interest felt in the Convention itself, to which 
it will form a popular supplement. It will be held under 
the management of the Fulton County (Ga.) Sunday- 
school Association, of which Mr. S. D. McConnell is 
president, Mr. J. C. Kimball secretary, and Mr. B. F 
Walker chairman of the executive committee. The 
marshal of the day will be Mr. J. C. Hendrix ; the assis- 
tant marshal, Mr.O. H. Jones; and the musical director, 
Professor V. T. Barnwell. Sunday-schools and associa- 
tions in Georgia have been invited to attend, as well as 
friends of the work in general. Half-fare rates have been 
secured upon all railroads centering in Atlanta; and ample 
accommodations for getting to the grounds will be fur- 
nished by trains oa the Western & Atlantic Rai!road, and 
by the street-cars, which willrun every few minutes during 
the day. Among the participants in the exercises will be 
President Atticus G. Haygood, of Emory College, Presi- 
dent S. D. McConnell, the Rev. Dr. J. H. Vincent, and Mr. 
B.F. Jacobs. There will be much singinginthe morning, 
and in the afternoon a large choir of little children will 
sing, while the procession of scholara is in position before 
the grand stand. It is expected that some fifteen thou- 
sand persons will be present. 





COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 


—The series of Chautauqua meetingsfor this year will 
open on July 23, and will occupy a full month, closing on 
August 23. The Sunday-school Assembly will begin on 
August 5. 

—The friends of the Sunday school cause in Mississippi 
have issued a call for their first state convention at Jackson, 
on April 5; and General A. P. Stewart, of the University 
of Mississippi, at Oxford, has been chosen to deliver the 
opening address. 


—The third annual convention of the fourth Sunday- 
school district of Kansas, comprising Labette, Neosho, 
Allen, Coffey, Woodson, Wilson, Montgomery, Chautauqua, 
and Eik counties, will be held at Independence on Wednes- 
day and Toursday, May land 2. It will bea mass conven- 
tion, and a general invitation has been extended. Mr. 
Nelson Case ia president of the Association. In con- 
nection with the gathering, the following terse hints for 
county conventions areissued: “Elect live officials, and 
keep them in office while they will serve. Preserve full 
records—records in good ink that will not fade; also pub- 
lished calls, programmes, and statements of proceedings. 
Preserve yearly statistical record. All this will increase in 
value year by year. Havea purpose in holding a con- 
vention; have but few lines of discussion; have a well- 
prepared programme, with persons well prepared to dis- 
cuss it; have no figure-heads for speakers. Rigidly limit 
addresses. Read condensed reports frequently, and have 
no others. Learn what is to be done this year by what 
was done last year. Let there be enthusiasm, punctuality, 
and definite arrangements by the executive committee.” 


_—A Sunday-school mass-meeting and institute will be 
held at La Grange, Georgia, on Tuesday and Wednesday, 
April 23 and 24, preceding the Baptist State Convention 
at that place. Mr. A. T. Spalding is president of the 
State Mission and Sunday-school Board. The call for 
this institute says: “It is especially desired that every 
delegate to the State Convention, and many others, will 
make their arrangements to come a day in advance, 80 as 
to receive the benefit of both occasions. We have on the 
programme the names of not only some of the ablest 
brethren in our own state, but two of the best Sunday- 
school workers from the North, who have kindly consented 
to lend their aid. Others of our Baptist brethren from 





the North and West who are delegates to the International 
Sunday-school Convention will no doubt remain over | 
our meetings, We expect to have the singers Messrr. 


Lowry, Doane, and Sherwin with us, The church and| 


people of La Grange promise us a hearty and generous 
hospitality.” The Northern gentlemen mentioned are 
Mr. C. B. Stout and the Rev. George A. Pelta. 


EVANGELISM. 


—Messrs. Moody and Sankey began work in New 
Haven on Sunday, March 24. Five thousand persons 
were present in the new Tabernacle. 

—Messrs. Pentecost and Stebbins closed their series of 
very successful meetings at the rink in Hartford, on 
Tuesday, March 19. The largest congregation ever gath- 
ered in the building was present, it being estimated that 
4 500 were admitted and 2,000 turned away for lack of 
room. The Hartford Times says of the twelve weeks’ 
work of Messrs. Moody, Sankey, Pentecost, and Stebbins: 

These revival meetings have been conducted with calm delib- 
eration, and there has not been any excessive or spasmodic excire- 
ment manifested during the time they have been held. Very 
general interest has been taken in them, and there have been 
one thousand converts, who are joining, from time to time, the 
several Protestant churches. 


—The Rev. E. P. Hammond has been successfully work- 
ing, for some weeks, in Zanesville, Ohio. The Zanesville 
Courier notes the good effect upon the regular church 
work, and the ordinary religious life of the city. It says: 
“ All people, of whatever class or belief, must unite in the 
testimony that Mr. Hammond’s labors during the past 
four weeks in Zanesville have been productive of great and 
lasting good. The influence is felt, seen, and appreciated on 
every hand. Notably is this the case at the morning service 
in the different evangelical churches in the city. Large, 
and in some instances crowded, congregations are now the 
rule, and the city pastors all report incréased activity 
among the workers of their flocks.” 


PERSONAL. 


—tThe Rev. J. C. W. Coxe, Ph. D, delivered a lecture 
entitled “ Qualitiesthat Win,” in Music Hall, Washington, 
Iowa, on Friday, March 29. The lecture was given under 
the auspices of the Young Men’s Christian Association, 
for the benefit of its reading-room. 


—Mr Spurgeon is said to be rapidly recovering tone 
and strength while resting at Mentone, France. Messrs. 
J. Manton Smith and Alfred Clarke are conducting 
evangelistic services at the Metropolitan Tabernacle, 
London, during Mr. Spurgeon’s absence. Their meetings 
are attended, on the average, by 4,500 persons. 

—The Rev. Dr. Theodore L. Cuyler and wife celebrated 
their silver wedding at their home in Brooklyn on March 
18. Fifteen hundred persons were present, and the gifts 
were numerous, some being both costly and curious, as a 
monster purse borne on the shoulders of two men, and 
containing one thousand new silver dollars. 


—Mr. Horatio C. King has withdrawn from the position 
of publisher of The Christian Union, and will hereafter 
be connected with The Orpheus, a musical publication, as 
co-editor and proprietor. Mr. King’s musical tastes and 
abilities are well known. As publisher of the paper he 
now leaves, he has been vigorous and successful. 


—The Right Rev. T. A. Jaggar, assistant bishop of the 
Protestant Episcopal Diocese of Kentucky, will preach a 
eermon in Cincinnati, May 18, on “Social Science in its 
Relations to Religion.” This sermon will be in connection 
with the meeting of the American Social Science Associa- 
tion, in Cincinnati; beginning on Saturday, May 18. 

—A fine photograph of the late Professor Tayler Lewis 
has been issued by C. Burgess & Co., of Schenectady, N. Y. 
A friend of Dr. Lewis’s, in speaking of this picture, says : 
“ He always wore his hair long upon his shoulder. He 
was small in size, with small hands and feet, and a quick, 
nervous walk. His eye was dark and restless. He always 
wore a clerical coat; not to pattern after the clergy, but 
because he liked it.” 


—Mr. A. J. Weidener, dealer in lamps and chandeliers, 
at 36 South Second Street, Philadelphia, offers to give 
a set of good lamps to any church in Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, or New Jersey, which is not able to buy them. 
He requires an authenticated statement from the appli- 
cant, to protect himself. Mr. Weidener has had an 
experience of twenty years in furnishing churches and 
dwellings, and can judge accurately the number of lights 
required if the size of room is given. 

—A “series of lectures by representatives of the differ- 
ent denominations” is in progress at a Unitarian church 
in St. Louis. The representatives of the various bodies 
are as follows: Episcopal, Bishop C. F. Robertson; Bap- 
tist, the Rev. W. W. Boyd; Presbyterian, the Rev. W. C. 
Falconer; Unitarian, the Rev. John C. Learned; Metho- 
dist, the Rev. C. Ross Houghton; Hebrew, Rabbi 8. H. 
Sonneschein. The Roman Catholics, as usua), send no 





speaker, and the Rev. Mr. Snyder (Unitarian) defines 
their belief. Lectures on this plan have been delivered 
elsewhere in previous years,—notably in the celebrated 
Pitts Street Chapel course in Boston. 


—The Rev. J. 8. Ostrander, of New York, is to spend a 
week at each of the following places in the state of New 
York :—Tarrytown, Sing Sing, Newburg, Poughkeepsie, 
and Hudson. The week, in each instance, will be called a 
“Sunday-school visitation for normal class work,” and 
will embrace ten lessons of the Chautauqua series, with 
Bible illustrations, Oriental exhibitions, and popular lec- 
tures, accompanied by Oriental costumes, relics, views, 
and models. Normal classes will be held in the afternoon 
of each day, and a lecture will be delivered every evening 
except Saturday. The work will begin on Sundays with 
asermon by the local pastor on the inepiration of the 
Bible. Sunday afternoons there will be a Sunday-school 
visitation, a children’s meeting, and a Young Men’s 
Christian Association goepel service. Sunday evenings 
there will be & union platform meeting, with addresses 
by various clergymen. Mr. Ostrander intends to carry 
on a similar work, during the month of May, along the 
line of the New York Central Railroad. 


—The late Rev. Peter J. Gulick left the following writ- 
ten in pencil, as his last memorandum : 

“ For my breast in the coffin: 

‘By the grace of God I am what I am.’ 

‘Into thine hand I commit my spirit.’ 

‘Thou hast redeemed me, O Lord God of truth.’ 

‘Hallelujah, 'tis done, I believe on the Sun, 

I am saved by the blood of the Crucified One!’ 
‘Jesus alone can help; Jesus is mine, 

Farewell, mortality, Jesus is mine, 

Welcome, eternity, Jesus is mine, 

Welcome, O loved and blest, Jesus is mine.’ 

‘To lay down my burdens at Jesus’ feet, 

And cease from my toiling and laboring, 'tis sweet.’ 

“IT wish the above printed, or written very legibly, and laid on 
my shroud, in a very plain cheap coffin.” 

Toe Rev. Luther H. Gulick, in a private letter from 
which The Congregationalist makes some extracts, states 
that his father’s wishes were carried out, and that his 
body was laid in the cemetery of the Foreign Concession, in 
Kobe, “near the shores of the Pacific, whose billows he 
daily saw for fi:ty years, and in whose people, first on the 
Hawaiian Islands and then in Japan, he for half a century 
took such a deep interest—praying for them when he could 
no longer labor.” 








BOOKS AND WRITERS, 


—_—_>——. 


NEW CHILDREN’S BOOKS. 


The first volume before us is a very old friend in a bright 
new dress. But a really good juvenile is a perennial pos- 
session, outliving the days in which it is written, and amus- 
ing and instructing more than one generation of children. 
Mr. Thomas Y. Crowell, of New York, is therefore wise in 
reprinting the stories of Mrs. Eliza Lee Follen, of Cambridge, 
some of which first appeared nearly half a century ago. 
They are good stories, written in a style just old-fashioned 
enough to be appetizing, and teaching lessons of good con- 
duct by the medium of an interesting tale. The last volume 
that has appeared in this reissue of Mrs. Follen’s works is 
The Birthday, a sequel to The Well-Spent Hour. (16mo, 
cloth, illustrated, pp. 198. Price, $1.00) Take Care of 
Number One is a volume by that industrious and popular 
English writer,the Rev. P B. Power. The book is com- 
posed of six short stories, the first of .which gives it the 
title. The stories have a good moral, and are written in a 
lively style, likely to attract the boys. But Mr. Power 
sometimes disfigures his pages by seeming endeavors to imi- 
tate the style of greater writers than himself; and in his 
endeavor to write vivaciously he is apt to become hasty. 
Robert Carter & Brothers, of New York, are Mr. Power's 
American publishers. (16mo, cloth, illustrated, pp. 263. 
Price, $1.00 )——-The House in the Glen, and the Boys who 
Built It, is another English book, also published by the Car- 
ters. The way in which a parcel of merry and clever chil- 
dren built a little house, all by themselves, is the burden of 
the story. The description is full, and is accompanied by 
little illustrative diagrams; so that the volume will some- 
what remind young American readers of the Rev. Edward 
Abbott’s Long Lock books. The story is anonymous. 
(16mo, cloth, illustrated, pp. iv, 217 )——-The National 
Temperance Society issues a new book by Mr. T. S. Arthur, 
called Toe Mill and the Tavern. It is compoeed of twelve 
short temperance stories, all enforcing the same lesson, but 
in ways sufficiently different to give variety to the book, 
Mr. Arthur's effective style, as a temperance writer, lo:es 
nothing with advancing years. Every one of these vigorous 
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tales enforces some practical lesson in con- 
nection with the evilof alcohol. (i6mo, cloth, 
pp. 302. Price; $1.25.}———Another temper- 
ance story is Consequences, by Mrs. A. K. 
Danning, iesued by the Presbyterian Board 
of Publication, Philadelphia, The book 
traces to the end the results of “ moderate 
drinking,” and shows the grave dangers 
of setting alcoholic beverages before 
guests, in private houses. (16mo, cloth, pp. 
392. Price, $1.25.) Loss and Gain, also 
written by Mra. Dunning, is similar to the 
book last mentioned, in the thoroughness 
with which the results of a wrong purpose 
are followed to their inevitable conclusion. 
The present story tells of a man whose one 
aim in life was to make money. He madeit, 
but at the cost of his wife’s love, his children’s 
respect, and his own soul; and finally this 
very fortune was swept away in a panic. As 
Mrs, Danning's Consequences is chiefly de- 
signed for girls, so this story seems addressed 
to an audience of boys. The American Sun- 
day School Union, of Philadelphia, issues the 
book. (16mo, cloth, pp. 246. Price, $1 00.) 
——Finette, by Mary EI. Roper, published by 
T. Y. Crowell, of New York, is a pleasantly 
written story of the conversion of a young 
Norman girl from Roman Catholicism to 
Protestantism. (16mo, cloth, illustrated, pp. 
185.)——Milly’s Whims is an excellent story 
for younger girls, written by Miss Joanna 
H. Mathews, and published by Robert Carter 
& Brothers, of New York. It is written in 
the author’s familiar and pleasant style. 
(16mo, cloth, illustrated, pp. 292. Price, 
$1.25.)\——Ada and Gerty, by Louisa M. 
Gray, is a quiet and tender story for girls 
between ten and fifteen. It is issued by 
Thomas Nelson & Sons, of New York, a house 
always scrupulously careful in its choice of 
books, (16mo, cloth, pp.336 )——The Vivians 
of Woodford, by M. A. Paull, also issued by 
the Nelsons, has somewhat less literary merit, 
but is a good, wholesome story for boys, 
teaching the deep and far-reaching character 
of any one man’s influence upon his fellows. 
(16mo, cloth, pp. 422.) ——T wo pleasant trans- 
lations, one from the French and the other 
from the German, are Henri, or, The Little 
Savoyard in Paris, translated by Mrs. Lizzie 
P, Lewis, and published by William B. 
Mucklow, of New York: and The Czar’s 
Favorite; or, Pride Goes Before a Fall, by 
Franz Hoffman, published by James A. 
Moore, of Philadelphia. (16mo, cloth, pp. 
125 —18mo, cloth, pp. 232. Price, 80 cents.) 





Dr. Benson J. Lossing is editing, for Har- 
per & Brothers, a cyclopedia of American 
History. It will be comprised ina single 
octavo volume of twelve hundred pages, 
printed in double columns. 


The Princeton Review, in its present bi- 
monthly series, is one of the most beautiful 
of American periodicals, in typography and 
paper. Though larger than the North 
American Review (the March number con- 
tains four hundred pages), it is sold at thirty- 
five cents a copy. The March issue has 
among its contributors the Rev. Drs. P. A. 
Chadbourne, A. A. Hodge, John Hall, 8. T. 
Spear, Lyman H. Atwater, Laurens P. Hick- 
ok, and James McCosh, Bishop. A. Cleve- 
land Coxe, and Professor Francis Bowen. 


That standard quarterly, The New Eng- 
lander, became a bi-monthly at the commence- 
ment of the present year, appearing on the 
first days of January, March, May, July, 


September, and November, The annual 
price remains the same,—four dollars a year, 
or seventy cents a number. The issue for 
March is an able one. Professor George P. 
Fisher, Professor W. 8. Tyler, and Dr. James 
M. Whiton write articles on future punish- 
ment; Mr. William L. Kingsley, the editor, 
contributes a paper on Victor Emmanuel; 
Professor Packard, of Yale, discusses Schlie- 
mann’s explorations; and Professor Simeon 
E. Baldwin presents an impartial picture of 
the old New England Federalists. The New 
Englander continues to be edited and pub- 
lished by Mr. William L. Kingsley, at New 
Haven, Connecticut. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 


A correct statement of the circulaaon of 
The Sunday School Times is given each 
week, The edition this week is 26,750 
copies, A large extra edition will also be 
printed for special use. 


In ordering samples or goods of Messrs 
Jordan, Marsh & Co., please mention seeing 
the advertisement in The Sunday School 
Times. 


Cuurcu Cousnions, Cotton Felt Mat- 
trasses and Patent Spring Dress Pillows, 
manufactured by the American Carpet Lin- 
ing Co., New York and Boston. 


No carpets should be laid without a Moth 
Proof Carpet Lining. Use (Cotton and 
Paper) only that manufactured by the 
American Carpet Lining Co., New York 


and Boston. For sale by all Carpet Deal- 
ers, 


—_— 


Hill’s Folding Bookcase (Chas. F. Hill, 
Hazleton, Pa.) is the handsomest and most 
complete arrangement yet invented for the 
use of Sabbath schools and circulating 
libraries. Schools using it, if the rules are 
followed implicitly, will find it impossible 
to lose their books. It can be folded 
together and securely locked when not in 
use, thus making it impossible to remove 
any of the books, The card system used in 
connection with it is simple, ingenious, 
and indispensable. As soon as its merits 
become more fully known, we bespeak for 
it alarge degree of popularity —The Ad- 
vance, Latrobe, Pa. 








SPECIAL NOTICES. 


e* ny = tag for Sunday 
er, 1113 Chestnut 


Bones or Brevian. 
Schools. Price, 35 cts. 
Street. Philadelphia. 








Pipe ORGAN FoR SaLE.—Suitable for Chapel or 
— -school, Will be sold cheap if applied for 
immediately. wy 

. MOORE, 15 Gold St., New York. 





SARATOGA SPRINGS.—Drs. Strong’s Remedial Insti- 
tute bas no superior in location, or the variety and 
efficiency of its appliances, for the treatment of 
nervous, lung, female. and other diseases. Learn 
more of them by sending for a circular. 


By arrangement.with the author, the American 

Tract Society becomes the publisher of The Name 

bove Every Name (revised edition). It has a chapter 

fr every week, and texts forevery day in the By 
with re “we to the —— titles of our Lo 


Be Phila. Send to the Depository, 1512 oreuei 
ila., or to your bookseller. 








HaNpseME PictuRES FREE!—Two elegant 6x8 
Chromos, worthy to adorn the walis of an pomne, 
ond a Three ne py A of ge gh sons at, 
charming Pp rary per. of the t 
Stories, Poetry. Wit, ‘etc., sent | ‘ee to any one send- 
ing Fifteen Cents (stam taken) to : aoe ex- 
penses. Mone resurees bed satisfied they 

et Double Value. J. L. Patten & Co., publishers, 
62 William Street, N. Y., $1500 in prizes, ‘and big pay, 
given to agents—write now. 





Scribner, Armstrong & Co., 743 Broadway, N. Y. 








USE WALTER BAKER & CO.’8 CHOCOLATE 





WORCESTER'S DICTIONARY IS THE BEST. 
_PEMAQUID, by MRS. PRENT ISS, $1.75. 


_APPLETONS' JOURNAL— Art Journal — Popular 
Science Monthly. The Best Advertising Mediums. 








HARPER'S CATALOGUE FREE on application, 
enclosing 9 cents for postage. 
ucklow’s Catalogue of Practical Religious Works 
on application. 42d St. and Madison Ave., N. Y. 








HE splendid “ Midwinter” Number of Scribner’s 
wee ay: a and the Christmas Holi 


nt as it) for 30 cents. 
Address. ‘Scribner * Co., 743 Broeawap. New York. 


PROF. A J.SCHEM’S"HISTORY of the 
AR IN THE BAST 
Is the LIVE book for LIVE B agents, Has 7OOoctavo 


pages, 100 SOLED Non . Address 
D. 8. GOODSP alow ‘York or Cincinnati, O. 











Echoing and Re-eehoing. By Tere Hunt- 
INGTON. l2me, Cloth. Illustrated. $1.50. 


The great truths spoken by the minister, Echoed 
and Re-echoed by the ple. Character, as affected 
by truth, vividly and delightfully portrayed. 


_ Boston : DB. Lethrop & t Co., Publishers. 


BARLOW’S INDIGO BLUE. 
Best quality WASH BLUE, and most liberal measure 
D. 8. WILTBERGER, Proprietor, 
233 North Second Street, Philadelphia. 








Coughs and Colds. 


“Brown's Bronchial 

Troches”’ will allay ir- 

ritation which induces 

pughing,and gives im- 

mediate relief in Bron- 

ehitis, Catarrh, Infiu- 

enza, Hoarseness, Sore 

‘Threat, and Consump- 

tiveand Asthmatic Complaints. The Bron- 
ehial Troehes have been steadily winning 
their way inte public favor, nntil they are 
kuown and used nearly all over the world. 








HARPER & BROT 
LIST OF NEW Bl 


I. 


HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH PEOPLE. By John 
Richard Green M. A., author of * A Short History 
of the English People,” “Stray Studies trom 
Engiand and Italy.” In Four Volumes. Vol. L.: 
Early England, 449-1071.—Engiand Under Forei 
Kings, 1071-1214.— The Charter, 1209-1291.— The 
Parliament, 1307-1461. With Eight Maps. Vol. I. 
8vo, cloth, $2.50. { Vol. I. published; Vol. IT. nearly 
ready.) 




















II. 
A PRIMER OF ENGLISH LITERATURE: Romance 
Period. By Eugene Lawrence. 32mo, paper, 2% 
cents. Uniform with Lawrence's Primers of Greck, 
Latin, and Medicval Literature. 


III. 
PLATO'S DIALOGUES. Piatonls Dialogi VI. Ex 
Recensione C. F. Hermann. 18mo, cloth, 65 cents; 


aper, 42 cents. Uniform with Harper's Greek 
and Latin Texts, 


IV. 

CICERO'’S TUSCULAN DISPUTATIONS. M. Tullii 
Ciceronis Tusculanarum Disputationum ad Bru- 
tum libri quinque. Kecognovit Reinholdus Klotz. 
18mo, cloth, 6 cents; paper, 42 cents. Uniform 
with Harper's Greek and Latin Texts. 

Vv. 

MERIVALE’S SCHOOL HISTORY OF ROME, from 
the Foundation of the City to the Extinction ot 
the Empire of the West. Abridged from Dean 
Merivaie’s General History of Rome, with the 
sanction of the author. By C. Puller, M.A.. late 
Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. With 
Thirteen Maps. 16mo, cloth, 90 cents. 

VI. 
CONSTANTINOPLE. By James Bryce. 32mo, paper, 
15 cents. 
VII. 
ates cay ASTRONOMY. By Simon Newcomb, 
LL.D., Professor U.S. Naval Observatory. With 
One Hundred and Twelve Engravings, and Five 
Maps of the Stars. 8vo, cloth, #.00 


VIII. 
THE SPANISH ARMADA FOR THE INVASION 
OF ENGLAND. 1537- 1588. By Alfred H. Guern- 
sey. 32mo, paper, 2 cents. 


IX. 

DANIEL THE BELOVED. By the Rev. Wm 
Taylor, D.D., Minister of the Broadway Taber: 
nacle, New York City; author of * Peter the Apos- 
tle.” “David, King of Israel,” ** Elijah the Proph- 

et,” etc, 12mo, cloth, $1.50, 


x. 


Ia ARAL COUNT MOLTKE’S LETTERS 
M RUSSIA. ‘Transiated from the German 
= pk. Bigelow. 32m, paper, 25 cents. 


XI. 
THE HISTORY OF A CRIME; the Testimony of an 
Eye-Witness. By Victor Hugo. author of * The 


Toilers of the Sea,” ** Ninety-Three,” 
trated. 8&vo, paper, 25 cents. 


XII. 

CYPRUS: ITS ANCIENT CITIES, TOMBS, AND 
TEMPLES. A Narrative of Kesearches and Ex- 
cavations during Ten Years’ Residence in that 
Island. By General Louis Palma di Cesnola, Mem. 
of the Royal Academy of Sciences, Turin; Hon. 
Mem. of the Royal Society of Literature, London, 
&c. With Portrait, Maps, and 400 lilustrations, 
8vo, cloth, extra, gilt tops and uncut edges, $7.50. 


XIII. 


THE ART OF BEAUTY. By Mrs. H. R. Haweis. 
Illustrated by the author. Square lémo, cloth, 
Orvawental cover, $1.75. 


XIv. 
THE KHEDIVE'S EGYPT; or, The Old House of 
Bondage Under New Masters. By Edwin De 


Leon, Kx-Agent and Consul-General in Egypt. 
12mo, cloth, $1.50. 


&c. Illus- 


XV. 

POTTERY AND PORCELAIN OF ALL TIMES 
AND NATIONS. With Tables of Factory and 
Artists’ Marks, for the Use of Collectors. By Wil- 
liam C. Prime, LL.D. Profusely Illustrated. 8vo, 
cloth, gilt tops and uncut edges, $7.00. (In a box.) 

XVI. 

MACAULAYS ESSAYS: (32mo, paper.) 
John Milton—Lord Byron. 2 cents. 
John Hampden—Lord Burleigh. 25 cents. 
The Earl of Chatham. 25 cents. 
William Pitt. 25 cents. 
Samuel Johnson, LL.D 
Frederic the Great. 
Lord Clive. 25 cents. 
Warren Hastings. 25 cents. 
The Life and Writings of Addison. 
Sir William Temple. 25 cents. 
Machiavelli—Horace Walpole. 25 cents. 


THE NEW NOVELS 


PUBLISHED BY 


HARPER & BROTHERS, New York. 


25 cents. 
25 cents. 


25 cents. 





*,* These Novels are in Paper Covers, except where other- 
wise specijied. 


By Proxy. By James Payn. 35 cents. 
David's Little Lad. By L. T. Meade. 
By Celia’s Arbor. A Tale of Portsmouth Town. 


By 
Walter Besant and James Rice. With illustra- 
tions. 50 ceuts. 


25 cents. 


The Wreck of the“ Grosvenor.”” 30 cents. 


Brother tape —-The Lifted Veil. By George Eliot 
20 cents. 
The Tender Recollections of Irene Macgillicuddy. 
uthorized edition. 15 cents. 


A Shadow on the Threshold. By Mary Cecil Hay. 
20 cents. 


The Bride of Landeck. By G. P. R. James, 20 cents. 
Back to Back. By Edward Everett Hale. 25 cents. 
The Last ef the Maddens. By Mrs. Newman. 25 eents. 








Two Manny 3 of Married Life. Hard to Bear. ByG 
M. Craik. A True Man. By M. C Stirling, 


cents. 
An Open Verdict. By Miss M. E. Braddon. 35 cents. 
Da Capo. By Miss Thackeray. 20 cents. 


Shepherds All and Maidens — By Walter Besant 
and James Rice. 25 cents 


My Lady’s Money. By Wilkie Collins. 25 cents 
Poor Zeph! By F. W. Robinson. 20 cents. 


A JewelofaGirl. 35 cents. 


Young Musgrave. By Mrs. Oliphant. 40 cents. 


S@” HarrPerR & BROTHERS will send either of the 
above works by mail (excepting the larger works 
whose weight excludes them from the mail), postage 
prepaid, to any part of the United States, on receipt 
of the price. 


Ba HARPER'S CATALOGUE mailed free on recelpt 
of nine cents. 


HARPER & BROTHERS, Franklin Sq , N.Y. 





To Clergymen and Bible Students. 


A Time saving and Labor-saving Book, of Great 
Value to Preachers and Bible Scholars 





JUST PUBLISHED, 


HOMILETICAL INDEX: 


A Hand-Book of Texts, Themes, and 
Autnors, forthe Use of Preachers, 
and Bible Scholars generally. 


Embracing Twenty Thousand Citations of Scrip 
ture Texts, and of Discourses founded thereon, 
under a wofold Arrangement : 


I. TEXTUAL. 

In which all the principal Texts of Scripture, together 
with the various Themes they have suggested, are 

uoted and set forth in the order of the Sacred Canon, 
from Genesis to Revelation: to which is added a list 
of passages cited from the Old Testament in the New. 

Il TOPICAL. 

In which Bible Themes, with reference to Texts and 
Authors, are classified and arranged in ALPHABETICAL 
Order, forming at once a Key to Homilectical Litera- 
ture in general and acompiete Topical Index of the 
Scriptures on a New Pian.—With valuable Appen- 


dices. 
By J. H. PETTINGELL, A. M. 


With an Introduction, by GEO. FE. DAY, D.D., Pro- 
fessor of Theology, Yale College. 





THe HomiILeticaL INDEX is undenominational, 
citing and reterring to the published discourses and 
writings of the best preachers and commentators of all 
—s and of every name. 

is a work of great research, unique in its character, 
and so ye A arranged as to bring within the com- 
of 320 octavo pages the cream of ttundreds of 
volumes, and to transform every biblical scholar’s 
library, and our lar; er public libraries, into one com- 
plete Homiletical Commentary that can be easily 
handled, while it refers him, at once, to what any one 
of some thousands of leading divines have suid or 
written upon any particular passage of Scripture. 

Its object and plaa are very heartily commended by 
many of our representative men of different denomi- 
naiions, who have had the opportunity of inspecting, 
in advance, specimen pages. Four Append ces, con- 
taining much valuable matter. have since been added, 
and it is believed that the whole volume, now com- 
plete, will fully justify their favorable anticipation. 

vo volume, of 320 pages, price, $3.00. Inter- 
leaved edition, for the convenience of those who may 
wish to enter pew works as they are published, and 
their own discourses, 50 — additional. For sale by 
booksellers generally. | Se nt, postage paid, to any 
address, on receipt of the price. Address 


D. APPLETON & Co., Publishers, 
549 and 551 Broadway, N. Y. 


HENRY HOYT’S 


Cheap 8. 8. Libraries. 


These volumes are from among my best issues, 
printed on F wempicneet paper, fully illustrated, and 


neatly boun 
Reduced from Fe .30 to 





15 net. 
26 net. 
12 net. 
i2 net. 


No. 1. 50 vols. 18mo. 

No. 2. 530 vols., 16mo. 2.1 0 to 

No. 3. 15 vols., large 16mo. > 19.20 to 

No. 4. 15 vols., large 16mo. is $19.20 to 

Undenominativnal, non-sectarian. 
Libraries Nos. 3 and 4 mailed, prepaid, for $13 each. 
4 Libraries. 130 vols., in neat cases, for $65.00. 

BS@ Send for full descriptive Catalogues, 


SELECT NOTES, for 1878 By Rev. F. N. Peloubet. 

writers, 4 maps, i chart. Price, $1.25. 

IaTEe. pL ay 3, for 1878. By Rev. F. N. Pelou- 

nly series in three grades Each, 15 cts. 
No iL Aduits. No.2. Youth. No. 3. Little Learners. 

MONDAY CLUB SERMONS, 1878. | y ear. 12 writers. 
48 Sermons. one each lesson. 31.50. 

FOUR QUARTERLY REVIEWS ON TOPICS, 1878. 
Containing Blackboard Exercises, Charts, Respon- 
siye Readings. Together, 8 cts. 

Reviews separately, tor 100 copies, $1.50. 
CLOCK OF LIFE. NewS8.8. Con. Exercise. 6 cta 
THE SOUL, ITS POWERS. New 8.8. Concert Exer- 


cise, 6 cts, 
HENRY HOYT, 
No. 9 Cornhill, Boston, Mass 





BY THE AUTHOR OF THE 


“WIDE, WIDE.WORLD.” 


The Kingdom of J0dah, 


$1.50. 


*, Sent by mail on receipt of the price. 


ROBERT CARTER & BROTHERS, 


530 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


16mo. 





TEACHERS’ BIBLE. 
Taos. Nelson & Sons, 42 Bleecker St., N. Y. 





_ 


encanc 


er- 


SS 
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N.Y. 
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DODD, MEAD, & CO. 


announce that they have reduced the 


price of the AUTHOR S EDITION 


of THROUGH A NEEDLES 
EYE, by HESBA STRETTON, 
from $i 50 to $1.00. 

Published in a handsome volume, 
large 12mo, 432 pages, from the author’ s 
advance copy and by arrangement with 

hers 





Through a Needle's Eye. 


The story is very interesting, very natural, and 
breathes a true religious spirit.—N. Y. Observer. 


Through a Needle’s Eye. 

An extraordinarily good story of a quiet order. * * * 
Very pure and beautiiul in its teachings.— Boston 
Travelier. 


Through a Needle’s Eye. 
Hesha Stretton ranks by common consent among 


the best writers of English religious fiction.—Boston 
Transcript. 


DODD, MEAD, & CO., 


PUBLISHERS, NEW YORK. 


NEW 
S. 8. Library Books. 


Take Care of No 1. By Power. $100 
‘The House in the Glen. 1.25 
Life of Dr. Kitto. By Dr. Eanpiz. 125 
Milty’s Whims. By Miss MatHEews. 125 
Haps and Mishaps. By the Misses 





MATHEWS. 6vols. Ina box, 7.50 
The Kingdom of Judah. By the author 

of “ Wide, Wide World.” 1.50 
The Kiog in His Beauty. By Rev. 

RIcHARD NEWTON. 1.25 
The Old Looking Glass. By the 

author of“ Ministering Children.” 1 00 
Fighting the Foe. Illustrated. 1.50 


Scamp andi. Meaps. Illustrated. 1 25 
Pine Needles. A Tale. WARNER. 150 
Little and Wise. W. W. Newron. 125 
Indian Stories. By A. L. 0. E. 15 


“We know of no ary house in America that 
publishes so many good Sunday-school Books, with 
80 little that is sensational, oe that of RoBERT on 
TER & BeorsERs.”’—Rev. Eggleston in the N 
S. 8S. Teacher. 


Carters’ Cheap ‘BS Library, No. 1, 


50 vols., in a Case, net, $20.00. 


Carters’ Cheap 8. 8. Library, No. 2, 


50 vols., in a Case, net, $20.00. 





sg Send for our:New Catalogue of 
Books for the Young. 





8.8. Libraries supplied on favorable 
terms, and wit® grent care in the selec- 
tion, both from our own list aad that 


rs other Pubiishing Houses and Socie- 
ties, 


ROBERT CARTER & BROTHERS, 


_ $30 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


UUA CHILDREN, 


SEVENTH EDITION. 





By Atticus G. Haygood, D.D. New York: Nelson & 
Phillips. 12mo, o; pe 354. Price, $1.50, post-paid, to 
any os ook for Parents, Preachers, and 
aeachers. 


r r 7 . Wt 
A Few of Many Press Notices. 
“Part If., dealing with The Sunday-school,’ is 
especially valuable. Dr. Havg good has made the sub- 
ject his own, knows it thoroughly, and always speaks 


” 


to the point.”—Zondon Spectator. 
> ., is a book for every household.”—J. H, Vincent 
D. 


“ The best treatise of the kind of which we have any 
kndw ledge.’ —Nashville Christian Advocate, 

*An admirable book, both stimulating and instruc 
tive.’— National Sunday School Teacher. 

“It strongly and well insists on the duty of parents 
in the homes, aud Christians in the church, paying 
Special attention to the religious training of the 
young.” ~T he London Methodist. 

“Ttis a book of gospel power.”’— Methodist Recorder 


“It wil be helpful to all Christian parents and 
teachers,”—New York Observer 


, A ok which every parent and teacher might 
re ue to — antage.’—Sunday School Times. 

* Be oth in families and schools this excellent book is 
taiculated to do much good.”— Wesleyan =Sunday 


Sch mae’ Magazine, London. 


Shoul ld be in the hands of every parent.”— Texas 
byterian, 


‘We hope every father and mother will get that 
book. —Pacijic Methodist. 


‘It is not a sectarian {book.”—S%. Louis Christian 
Advocate, 


May be | bou ght of or ordered through any bookseller. 








N ME. 1 DEM MOREST’ S$ PORTFOLIO “OF - FASH- 

ION, 50 pages, 500 engravings, or * What to wear, 

na how to make it,” 100 pageso information to every 

~~ f lic., or 16 page Catalogue of new fashions, ladies’ 

and children’s garments a or Demorest’s Monthly 
~m 25c., by mail 


5.D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa. 





“SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOLS!” 


When you commence your School this spring, if you will order of us, 


we will try to supply you with such attractive literature that you will forget 


that yours has been a“ 


without any difficulty. 


Summer School,” and run it through the entire year 





Remember, you can get “everything for Sunday 


Schools” advertised in this or any other paper by writing one letter to 


D. R. NIVER, Albany, N. Y. 


4 MIXED CARDS, with name, l0c. iiaegl 
outfit, 10c. L. JONES & CO., Nassau, N. Y. 


45 Cards, no 2 alike, with name and 
= cu Case, 13c. C.G. HAVENS 





& CO., West Meriden, Conn. 


ardinal, Navy-Biue, and Seal-Brown Cards, 
25 Ott name in neid,20¢. Hull&Co..Hudson. N.Y 








Best Mixed Cards, with name, in case. 13c., or 25 
no2 time. 10c. Outfit 10 c. Dowd & Co., Bristol, Ct. 


OF BLES og i eg kee ee name, 


HUSTED. Nassau, N. Y. 
MARK TWAIN'S 
PATENT 


SELP-PASTING SOAP BOOK 


The only convenient 
Scrap-Book made. 
Each page is already 
gummed to receive 
your scraps. 
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News Book, 1 ny 4 “ales ane each, 
ew Dn styles, $4.50. 
ceria Bere Boole styles 25, $8.50 and 95.00 
Prosert tion | les, $1.75 and $2.50. 
Pocket Scra’ Docks styles, 15c. and 20¢ 
Any of the above A can be obtained ae 
a bookseller, or where there is no bookstore, the 
publishers will send copies by mail or express 
paid, on receipt of price. Send for a descri 
circ 


‘ SLOTE, WOODMAN, & ©0., 
Buianxg Boox Manvuracrununs, 
119 and 121 William Street, New York. 











HE WIZARDS’ COIN BOX.—Holds over $5 
of § Silver Coin in “ Half Dollars,” Quarter Dollars,” 
Dimes,” and * Nickels.” The merest movement of 
your thumb pushes the desired coin into your hand, 
and another one immediasely takes itsplace. Sample 
ge plated with NI ELSILVER, post-paid, 
50 cts. Agents Trial a. cuetaintng' sooin boxes, 
ft 1,00. A riety every whe 4 
pas 3 RIDE & CO., li Clinton Place, N. Y. 


SCROLL SAWs. Laster, Critental, 
LATHES sh +t. - aie 

Z. Saw Attachments. 
A TOOLS & BARDWARE es. 
‘hinists, Carpeniers, and every Department of 


chanical Trade. Send stamp for Catalogue, a 
state what hind of Tools or Machines you require 


TALLMAN & MePADDEN, 607 Market St., ao 











Gein di 
























IT COSTS YOU NOTHING # 


ba a7 our Organs, for we send them on ten da 
and pay freight both ways if returned. Up- 
right, solid walnut Cases, 23-5 sets of Reeds, 12 Stops. 


PRICE, $67.00. 








Al hand at the Steam O: iaston ® ry. 
ALLEGKE, BOWLBY & 00., Washington, 





DR. NEWTON'S NEW BOOK, 


The King in His Beauty, 


BY THE REV. RICHARD NEWTON, D.D. 
six Fine Illustrations. $1.25. 
*, Sent by mail on receipt of the price. 
ROBERT CARTER & BROTHERS, 
530 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 


J. & R. LAMB, Church Furniture, 
; © COMMUNION TABLES, PULPITS, ETC. 
Silk and Gold §. §. Banners, $5.00 each 


Send for Circular,59 Carmine St.N.Y. 
NORWICH LINE 




















Boston & Worcester, 


VIA NEW LONDON. 
NEW AND STAUNCH STEAMERS, 


City of Boston, Capt. Wm. D. Ward, 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays. 


* | Cityof New York, Capt. H.C. Lanphear, 


Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, 
FROM PIER 40, NORTH RIVER, 
Foot of Canal and Watt Streets, at 4.30 p, m 


Connecting with Ex 1 Rew Trains at New London 
via New York — = England Railroad for 
Blackstone and and via Worcester for 
Fitchb' er _-o Lowell, Lawrence, 
Nashua, chester, Concord, etc. 

Express “Train for Boston leaves New London 
at4 a.m. 


PORTLAND EXPRESS leaves New London at 
4. m. for Worcester and all points North, arriving 
in Portland, Me., at 1.15 p.m ,and Bangor at 7.00 p.m. 

Accommodation Train leaves New London at 
5a. m., for all stations on New London Northern, 
Central Vermont, Norwich and Worcester, and 
New York and New England Railroads, 


FREIGHT. The new and capacious freight and 
poems (iron) steamer Clty of Lawrence will run 
connection with steamer City of Boston, and 
steamer City of Norwich, in connection with 
steamer City of New York, leaving daily, Sundays 
excepted. 


4&@ Shippers can rely on dispatch and lowest 
rates. 


For further information inquire or 
W. H, TURNER, Agent, 
_ Pier 40, North River, mE: 


SHUTE'S TIME SAVING 
S.S.LIBRARY RECORD. 


Tells without the writing ofany figures when a book 
wastaken out, what number it was, and who took it 
out. Itulso prevents, if desired. a book being given 
the second time to any scholar. Commended by the best 
——— papers,and enthusiastically endorsed by 

rians whoare using it. Price, only $1.50. Send 
aye descriptive ci circular and testimonials. 

Also. The Bible Verse Indicator, invaluable 
to all Bible nase. Price +4 vs eg per set. 











EN sit 
Manager International 8. 8. Supply Co., 
52 Bromfield Street, whanen. 
FIRST 
oe. — J TREES SAND. PLANT: oe 


tandard 
ne , * pric. "Beact 5 = each. 
Strawberries, Raspberries, Blackberries, and Grape 
Vines by the doz, 100, 1,000, or 10,000. All goods 
packed and deliv ered at depot without extra charge. 
Price-list free. Address 8S. C. DeECOU, Moorestown, 
Burlington Co., N. J. 


Organs for Sunday-schools, Chapels 0 or 
Private Residences. 
Ran yt New pipe organs, oe ons RS 


ee 4 noe and 1 octave 
h 
HILBOR! ti KOOSEVELT, 40 West 18th St., N. Y 





For Sale or Rent. 


In Plymouth, Litchfield County, Connecticut, cn 
the Naugatuck Railroad, a iarge modern-bullt house 
(2 rooms) with barn and two acres of land. Price 
low. For particulars address 

HORACE FENN, 
Plymouth, Conn, 








THE BEREAN 
ADAPTATION 


OF THE 


International Lessons, 


BY REV. DR. J. H. VINCENT, 
Assisted by a corps of TWELVE able scholars 
and practical teachers, including Clergymen, 
Laymen, and Ladies. These lessons are 
adapted to every grade of pupils. 


These Lessons are for the Family'and the 
Sunday-School. 
THE SCRIPTURE BEREANS. 

And the brethren immediately sent away Paul 
and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming 
thither went into the synagogue of the Jews. 
These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, 
in that they received the word with all readiness 
of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, 
whether those things were so. Therefore man 
of them believed ; also of honorable women whic 
were Greeks, and of men, not a few.—Acts 17: 
10-12. 

It is the alm of the Berean Series: 

1. To promote independent labor on the 
ar of teachers and scholars. 

. To give partial aid to the teacher with- 
out ‘doing everything for him. 

a To enlist home help in Sunday-school 
study. 

4. To uphold Jesus Christ as the central 
theme of every lesson in both the Old and 
New Testaments. 

5. To encourage the DAILY searching of 

Scripture. 


Sunday-Schoo! Journal, 


“Unsurpassed as a help to the study of the 
International Lessons.” ‘To any teacher 
whose time of preparation is limited it is 
indispensable.” ‘It contains notes suited to 
teachers of both advanced and prim 
classes; bas Bible references ssiatedt in fall. 
It is equal toa commentary, dictionary, and 
maps combined.” Such 1s the testimony 
from every section. Only sixty-five cents a 
year for single copy. Clubs of six or more, 
fifty-five cents each. 


The Berean Quarterly 


In 1870 Nelson & Phillips published a 
‘Quarterly Leaf” for the use of scholars, but 
for a variety of reasons it was suspended. 
In 1876 the Quarterly Leaf was revived, and 
in a new and greatly improved form is now 
published under the title of Tue BrrEan 
QuaARTERLY. The Quarterly contains con- 
densed notes on the lessons, and questions 
especially adapted to older pupil. It also 
contains maps, a Bible dictionary, review 
exercises, ‘‘ Bible drill,” and many charming 
features. Price, twenty five cents & year. 


EVERY BIBLE CLASS TEACHER 
who uses the Sunpay-Scnoor Journal should 
supply the members of his or her class with 


Every Sunday, 


WILL YOU TRY IT ONE QUARTER? 

Cost or Every Sunpay! Single copy, five 
cents per quarter; 15 —_ per year. 100 
copies, one quarter, $250. 16 copies, one 
quarter, for 60 cents, or ‘five copies for 
20 cents. 


Send for a Catalogue ofour Helps Address 
NELSON & PHILLIPS, 
805 Broadway, Wew Vork, 


FATRBANKS'’ 
Sunday-School Collection Box. 


The best thing for class collections. Silver can’t 
érop out. Price, per doz.,50 cts. Sample box sent on 
receipt of 5cts. Address 

FAIRBANKS & CO., 
8S. S. Publishers and Booksellers, 
46 Madison St., Chicago, Il. 


The Bible for Bible Teachers 


Go to your Bookseller and ask him for the “ BIBI 
FOR BIBLE TEACHERS,” with Eyre & Rpoitie. 
woode's imprint. They are furnished in five sizes, 
and at prices from $1.50 to $12 00 











They have been revised and extended in matte r, im 
proved in binding, and REDUCED IN PRICE. 
There is no reason why any Sundav-school or Bible 


teacher should be without the BEST. The Concord- 
ance iu these Bibles isof real use, and not a mere name, 

Ask for a Descriptive Circular. If the books cannot 
be furnished you in your own town, send a postal card 
to POTT, YOUNG & CO., Cooper Union, N. 





The 8900 Piano offered by a coun. 

PIANO try dealer in Jersey for 8260 and 

the 8650 Mane for $175 are made in this etty, 
and same kinds wil! be sold by WATERS 
& SONS, 40 East 14th Street, S. Y.,for 8230 
and 8150 Cash respectively. Also 
WATERS’ celebrated PIANOS and OR- 
GANRS at reduced prices, Send for Catalogues. 
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russes perear™tT |The Scholars’ Quarterly, 


TEAMS OF SUBSCRIPTION, 


(PAYABLE IN ADVANCE.) 


———$ 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


From 1 to 14 Copies, « « > $2.15 each. 
“ 15 to 29 “ “ee 1.90 66 
30 Copies and apwards, - i165 “ 


(Which includes 15 cents for postage.) 


The special rate to Pastors and Superintendents 
has been discontinued. The price to all single 
subscribers is now $2.15, the lowest price at 
which it can be afforded. 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion of 
a year at yearly rates. 

Additions may be made at any time toa club, at 
the same rate at which the club, as first formed, 
would be authorized to subscribe anew. Such addi- 
tional subscriptions vo expire at the same time with 
the club as be eyed ordered. The new subscribers 
to pay pro rata for the time of their subscriptions. 

ubscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which tt has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state, 

Any person writing to renew eithera single or club 
subscription, in connection with which his name has 
not before been known to the publishers, will please 
give the name of the person to whom the paper or 

rs have heretofore n sent. 
jubscribers wishing to introduce Tas Tres to 
their friends can have specimen copies sent free 
from this office to any address, 


SUPERINTENDENTS’ PAPER, $ .50. 


This paper is Gentian to sonny superintendents 
with helps, in the line of their special work, to 
which teachers and scholars have not access. It is 
blished monthly, and wil! be sent, op receipt of 
Rs rice, only to subscribers of Tue Times who are 
Pastors or Superintendents (including in the latter 
Class assistant superintendents, and heads of depart- 
ments meeting in separate rooms), and who, when 
ordering it, state that they are such. 
In sending your renewal to The Su 
Paper, please mention the date to which you have 
d for Tae Sunpay Scuoo. Times, as given on the 
ellow address label on T's Timms. 


THE WEEKLY LESSON LEAF. 

100 Copies, one month, »= «© § .60 

100 ps one year - . 7.20 
Less than same rate. 


THE ACHOLAKS’ QUARTERLY. 


100 Copies, three months, -+- «+ 
100 ya one year, - * ® 
Less than 100 copies at same 


rintendents’ 


100 copies at 


6.25 
25.00 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Subscribers in Great Britain who wish to receive 
any of these publications, can make Fee for 


the same by a money order payable at ladelphia, 

to John D. Wattles, as follows: 

The Sunday School Times, one year, . 9 shillings. 

The Superintendent's Paper, one year, 8 shillings. 

The Scholars’ Quarterly, one year, . 1s. 6d. 

ait raves include postage, which is prepaid at 
office. 


Letters concerning Suvscriptions or Advertise- 
ments should be addressed to. 


JOHN D. WATTLES, 
610 CHESTNUT STREET, Philadelphia. 


WHO WOULD 

Send to New York to buy Furniture, Carpets, 
Sinver AND Piatep Ware, Warton, Tower and ores 
Ovocks, Watcues, Communton Servs. Cvrce snd C.-t- 
Tage OrGans, Pianos, Brongrs, Scren.iric, Rage and 
Miscettaneous Books, Bietes, Suxpay-scnoon Li- 
pBRanies, Music anp Music Books, Japanese and 
Cuina Wares, Bric-a-Brac, Pricrures, Carriages, 
ETc., ETC., if they knew a reliable party to purchase 
for them, can find such a party in our AGENCY. Orders 
will be faithfully and conscientiously filled without 
commission. 

Our facilities for posetoting Pianos and Organs 

ry 


pa rane us to furnish them much below manufacturers’ 
rices. 

Ladies’ Shopping Orders carefully and promptly 
executed by an Erperienced Lady. Send clear descrip- 
tion of articles desired, accompanied by Postal Order, 
Begistered Money Letter, or N. Y. Bank Draft. 


AZRO GOFF’S PURCHASERS AGENCY, 


212 Broadway, New York 
&@ Please keep this for future reference. 


HORST ANY BOTH 


Fifth and Cherry Streets, 


PHILADELPHIA. 


Sunday-School Banners, 


Prices and descriptions furnished on 
application. 


NEW AND BEAUTIFUL 


REWARD CARDS ror SUNDAY AND DAY 
SCHOOLS. Prices to suit the times—over 500 kinds 
and designs—com ing—Motto Cards—Reward 
Cards. Scripture ‘Text Cards—Sentiment Cards— 
Bible Verse Cards—Good Desire Cards—and Rreee) 
Cards. TEACHERS’ price list EDUCATIONAL 
CARDS SENT FREE to any H, BUF- 
FORD'S SONS. Publishers of 

















address. J. H. 
Novelties in Fine 
Arts, 141 to 147 Franklin 8t., Boston, Mase. 





Issued every three months, will be kept up to a higher 
standard than ever for 1878. While the editor of The 
Sunday School Times has a close oversight of all that 
is done in The Scholars’ Quarterly, he is assisted in 
its preparation by a force of skilled workers, including 
members of five denominations. The present circula- 
tion of The Quarterly is 130,000 copies. This proves 
its popularity. It is used byschools of all denomina- 
tions in every state of the Union. The number for the 
second quarter of this year (April, May, and June) 
will contain two colored maps, either one of which 
alone will be worth the price of the book. Will you 
not try The Quarterly in yourclass for a single quar- 
ter? For prices, see paragraph below. 


COST OF THE QUARTERLY. Many Superinten- 
dents who at first thought The Quarterly too expen- 
sive for them have found no difficulty in raising the 
money to supply their schools for three or six months 
at atime. Its price is 2% cents a year, or $25 fora 
hundred copies a year. Sent by mail without cost o: 
postage to subscribers, Subscriptions taken for three 
or six months at the yearly rate; under 10 copies, three 
months, seven cents each, Tosupply your class would 
cost :—For five scholars, one year, $1.25; three months, 
35 cents; for ten scholars, one year, §2.50; three 
months, 63 cents. If ordered by the year, they will be 
sent each quarter in ample time for use. Send seven 
cents for aspecimen copy Publishe! at the office ot 
The Sunday School Times. Address, John D. Wattles, 
Publisher, 610 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 








1825. 


THE PENNSYLVANIA 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 
INCORPORATED 1825. 

Capital, $400,000.00, - «© Assets, $1,655,717.20 
JOHN DEVEREUX, President, 

WM, G, CROWELL, Secretary. 

JORW L. THOMSON, Ass't Secretary. 


A MICROSCOPE 


WITH 100 MOUNTED OBJECTS 
oI) th 
FOR $1. 

Superintendents or Teachers wish- 
ing to give rewards to scholars ; par- 
ents who want to please their chil- 
dren ; all who want a really interest 
ing little instrument—sure to please 
—should send for the Micrograph. 
Sent free for $1. Circulars free, 
AGENTS WANTED. Address. D. L. SMITH. 

Waterbury, Conn. 


THE PRODIGAL SON. 


This painting is truly a wonderful production, It 
jis a grand ;oem andsermon, 42 life-sized persons 
appeasr in this picture. The whole Christian world is 
fumitiar with the story it illustrates,—the parable of 
the Prodigal Son. Three p-riods in the Prodigal’s 
lve are fuito fully representéd. The riotous living. 
The lowly swineherd. Thereturnhome. Luke xv. 
‘his masterpiece is worth careful study.—Christian 
Advocate. 


1877. 








A true Olograph copy of the ae of the Prodi- 
gal Son sent, postage paid. throughout the U. &., 
upon receipt of 50 cts,. or three or $100. Every per- 
sen who has read the Bible should have this i)lustra- 
tion. Address, Theological Publishing Co., 
173 and 175 West Jackson St., Chicago, IU, 


* FETCH 


Supcrintendents, send 3 cent stamp for sample of 
above pamphlet, sdmirably adapted for circulation 
among Sabbath-school teachers, Address 

AMERICAN ''tRA: T SOCIETY, 


52 Madison Street, ¢ hicago. 





THE” I¥ AND 
TELUt THEM of 
JESUS.” 











CHURCH FURNITURE, 


MENEELY’S BELLS. 


The genuine TROY CHURCH BELLS known to 
the public since 1826, which have acquired a i 
tation unequaled by any, and a sale exceeding 
of all others. No agencies. P.O. address, either 
Troy or West Troy, N. Y. 

MENEELY & CO. 


MENEELY & KIMBERLY 
Bell Founders, Troy, N. Y 


Manufacture a superior quality of Bells. 
Special attention given to CHURCH BELLA, 


4m Ulustrated Catalogues sent free. 








BUCKEYE BELL FOQNDRY. 
Bells of Pure Copper and Tin 
for Churches, Schools, Fire 
Alarms, Farms,etc. FULLY 
D. 
Oincinna 


WARRANTE Catalogue 
sent Free. VANDUZEN & TIFT, Lu, OF 


SUNIL MANTELS 


Of the latest and most beautiful designs. and all other 
Slate Work on ha: d or made to order. 
Factory acd Salesrooms, No. 1210 RIDGE AVE. 
JOSEPH 8S. MILLE 
Successor to Wilson & Miller, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Also General Agents for the celebrated Florence 
@Ol1 Stoves for cooking and aaasiog purpests. 
Agents wanted. Send for circular. 








RUSTIC WORK. 


Hanging Baskets, Rus- 
tic Vases, Rustic Settees. 
Rustic ‘Chairs, Bird 
Houses. Window Gardens, 
Portable Flower Stands, 
Rustic Designs of all de- 
scriptions manufactured 
and for sale. 
Florists’ Supplies 
IN GENERAL 

This Hanging Basket in 
five sizes, 8. 944, lite, Sand 
15 inches in diameter. 
Price. 75c., 
$2.50, sent 
any part of the 
receipt of price. 
§ Send stamp for Illustra- 
VAP ted Catalogue. 


Rustic Mfg. Co., 


29 FULTON S8T., 
New York City, 


Please state what paper 
you saw this in. 








M: 81IC BOOKS. 





NOW SUPPLY YOUR SUNDAY SCHOOL WITH 


HEAVENWARD. 


The latest and best collection of Sunday-school 
Songs, by James R. Murray, P. P. Bliss, and other 
famous writers; and the only new book containing the 
best songs Of the Jamented Bliss. No other book 
equais it in popularity. Sold by most booksellers. 
Samples, in paper covers, mailed for 25 cents. Price 
in boards, 35{cents. $30 per 100. 


NEW GOSPEL HYMNS AND SACRED SONGS. 


SONGS OF FAITH. 


pgm ad religious journal thus speaks of this new 


* This new co!lection is the same size as the No.1 
and No. 2, prepared by Messrs, sankey and Bliss. 
It has in all over 240 choice pieces. Among these are 
many of the most populer and soul-stirring composi- 
tions of our day, such as** Hold the Fort.” ‘The Ninety 
and Nine,” What a Friend we bave in Jesus.” “ What 
shall the Harvest be” “ Resting at the Cross,” with 
many others. Besides these. there is a larger number of 
living, heart-inspiring, original pieces of music and 
words than we have seen in any book of this kind. Price 
in boards, words and music, 35 cents, §30 per 100, 

Words onty,6 cents. $5.00 per 100, 
CHAPEL ANTHEMS is the latest and best book 
for Choirs +te., by Dr. J. B. Herbert. Price $1.25. 
THE GALAX Y.—New book for Conventions, Sing- 
ing Schools, etc., by J. William Suffern. Price, $1.00. 
ae” Catalogues of Music and Music Books sent free. 
Send 15 cents for sample of Brainard s Musical World 
containing $2.00 wor:h of Music, — per year. 
S.BRAINARD'SSONS Publishers, Cleveland O. 
WILLIAMS & MANSS, WM. A. POND. &CO., 
Cincinnati, O. NEW YORK. 





1000 Vols. 


ausien, MUNI 


AND 
at 5 iC. each. 


CLASSICAL 
Send for full Catalogue of celebrated 
Oratorios and Masses, 
full scores, at 50 cents each. 


OPERAS, $1 00. 
NEW THEMES 


and Modern Gems! 

ARRANGED FOR 

CHURCH OR PARLOR ORGAN, 
with or without pedals. 
BY ALGERT W. BERG. 
Contains about 100 different pieces, adapted to all 
occasions. Price, $2.00. 

SONGS FOR 

CHILDREN AND THE CHILD-LIKE. 


A most charming collection of fifteen delightful lit- 
tle Songs of a cheerful, PORPT cuenoctes. ‘the music 
by Dr. J. L. Tucker and Dr. Wm. H. Walter. Octavo, 
tinted paner. Price, 5v cents. 

Published by WM. A. POND & CO., 547 Broad- 
way and 39 Union Square, New York 


~ A NEW S&S. S. SONG BOOK. 
“GOOD WILL.” 


By T. MARTIN TOWNE and J. M. STILLMAN, 
THREE FEATURES. 
QUALITY What it is as to quality of con- 

* tents, we prefer to be told by 
itself, simply soliciting an inspection of its pages, 
BINDIN The book is well bound in flexible 

® style and will lie open on the in- 

stuument or table as freely asa Bagster Bible; this 

is certainly a consideration, 

RICE In size and shape Good Will is similar 

® to the Moody and Sankey Gospel 

Hymns, but we offer the book at the following low 

rates: per doz., $3.00; per 100, $25.00. A specimen 
copy for examination, sent post free for 30 cents. 

MAY BE HAD OF ANY BOOKSELLER 

SEND FOR SPECIMEN COPY. 


F. H. REVELL, PUBLISHER. 


148 & 180 Madison St, Chicago. 





Straub’s Splendid New Books! Examine them, 
Crown of 
age) Glory! 


Is filled with Gems of New S. S. Songs that 


will * never grow old /"’ Supply your School 
with it. 'Tis a charming book. 


The Convention 
tie. and Choir. 


320 pages. Splendid Anthems, Chants, 
Hymn Tunes, Etc., that * Devicut THs 
Sincers!"* Supply your Choir. 

weer" Either book sent on receipt of price. 
Specimen pages free. 


JANSEN, McCLURG & CO., Chicago, Il), 


12 ONVT0COM 


f 
4 


Send for Circulars of Straub’s Normal Institute for 1878, 


“Aray Ut Apesy “spoouos APT 10 “SIO 








Sacramental! Sabbaths. 





$1.50, $2.00, | 
2y express to | 
. &, On | 





WORTH REPEATING. 


MIZPAH. 


Genesis 31: 49. 
[By Ellice Lacle.] 


Yes, brief our parting words shall be, 
And few our parting tears ; 

The Lord shall watch 'twixt me and thee, 
Through all the coming years 

His eyes shall be our guiding light, 
Wherever we may roam, 

Like beacon-fires that burn at night, 
To lure the wanderer home. 


We will not fear that time or change 
Our perfect trust can dim, 

No shadow of a wrong estrange 
The hearts that rest in him ; 

Bot shou!d they for one hour forget, 
For one faint hour be cold, 

The Lord shall watch between us yet, 
His love our love shall hold. 


Beloved, when we reach apart 
The valley lone and dread, 

Which, side by side, and heart to heart, 
We once had thought to tread, 

His faithful rod, thy ste ff and mine, 
Through all the ways shall be 

The comiort of his grace. a sign 
Still, between me and thee. 





THE INFLUENCE OF TOTAL 
ABSTINENCE. 
[From the Rev. Dr. Henry C. Potter’s Some Ways ot 

Strengthening the Total Abstinence Movement. | 

All the while the total abstinence move- 
ment, though grounded exclusively neither 
upon any scientific nor any textual basis, 
does draw its grandest and most persuasive 
argument from what we find in the word 
of God; for, when we open that word, we 
find there onesupreme, central figure, who, 
whatever may have been the gifis and gra- 
cea of patriarchs and prophets, apcesties and 
martyre, dwarfs and overshadows all the 
rest. It is the figure of One who, looking 
forward amid the thickening shadows of 
bis earthly ministry toward the deeper 
darkness and treachery that gathered about 
its close, said, with the simple majesty ofa 
divine self-forgetfulness, “ Ro man taketh 
my lifefromme. J lay it down of myse/f.” 
It is the figure of One toward whom the 
eyes of the aged apostle to the Gentiles are 
turned, as he writes in his letier to the 
Galatians: “ The Son of God who gave him- 
seli for me.” This is the figure that is cen- 
tral to the New Testament and to all 
human history ever since. He is simply 
longing and striving to save men and to win 
them trom a life of selfishness and sin to a 
life of purity and love. 

And this, a8 it is the spirit of his life and 
his goepel, so is it the clew to the ministry 
of his foremost apostle. We hear him say 
in words that to my mind are the strongest 
total abstinence argument that was ever 
written, ‘If meat make my brother to 
offend, I will eat no meat while the world 
stands; ” and we catch in them the echo 
of that spirit of utter self-forgetfulness that 
ennobled bis whole life. I know that when 
we use those words to-day, we are told 
that they have no more to do with the 
question of total abstinence than thev have 
to do with a problem in Euclid. We are 
told that the apostle is discus:ing the ques- 
tion of meat offered to idols, and is making 
a generous concession to the unenlightened 
scruples of a semi-pagan or semi-Judaized 
conecience. Undoubtedly he is; but the 
spirit which inspires that concession is 
neither pagan nor Jewish, but supremely 
Christian—nay, Chnst-like. Itis the very 
spirit of the cross; and I venture to affirm 
that be who would win others to come up 
upon the ground of total abstinence must 
live it and illustrate it. Says the friend to 
whom you go, asking him to come out and 
take his place distinctly with those who 
abstain: ‘“‘ Why should I abstain? I have 
been drinking a glass, or two or three glasses 
of wine, at my table or at other people’s 
tables for ten, fifteen, twenty, thirty, forty 
years of my life. Look at me! is not my 
hand as steady as yours, my eye as bright, 
my brain as clear, mv pulse as even? ” 

“ Yes, unquestionably.” 

“ Very weil, then, why should I abstain ? 
Is my wifé a drunkard? Are my children 
tipplers? ” 

“ No, thank God, they are not.” 

“ Well, then, produce me some argument 
from the Bible, trom science, from the tes- 
timony of the learned, that shall inculcate 
total abstinence.” 

“No; I will notdothat. But I wi'l pro- 
duce an argument from your personal 
experience. Last week you accepted the 
hoepitalities ofa neighbor whose house, for 
the evening, was thronged with guests. 
Among them was a youth accustomed to 
look to you asan example. Something in 
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you had attracted his admiration, or enlist- 
ed his sympathies, or you were placed at 
gome prominent post where your example 
came to be a thing to be quoted. In accord- 
ance with the detestabie custom of our 
modern society which sometimes permits 
men and youths to herd together in arefresh- 
ment room after their mothers and sisters 
have departed, this youth lingered with 
others of his own age, who proposed to 
drink champagne by tumblerfuls in the 
corner of the room. This young friend of 
yours had manly and refined instincts, and 
he shrank instinctively from a usage 80 
boorish and vulgar. He had other reasons, 
too, for letting winealone. He had a dis- 
honored ancestry dragged down to ruin by 
intemperance. But in the moment of hes- 
itation he caught your eye. Oh, if there 
had only been in it one loving ray of ten- 
der, pleading remonstrance; but you were 
holding up a glass of old Madeira to the 
light, and listening to your host as he 
remarked, with a whisper of bland compla- 
cencv, ‘ Habersham, vintage of 1844.’ 

“ Oae glance was enough for your young 
friend. If you could drink Madeira out of 
a wine-glaes, why should he not drink 
champagne out of a tumbler? Well, he 
did. I will not tell you the rest. But 
when you meet him next, with bloodshot 
eye and unstrang nerves, ask yourself 
whether your glas3 of wine was worth— 
not what 1t cost you, but what it cost your 
weaker brother.” 

For this, as I conceive, is the gist of the 
whole matter. We cannot sepsrate our 
drinking-customs, innocent a8 we may 
deem them, and ss they may be in them- 
selves, from their inflaence upcn those 
about us. And if this be so, it is impossi- 
ble to separate this qu-stion of total absti- 
nence from the question of personal unself- 
ishness. The question is not, what is per- 
mis:ib'e, what 1s justifiable, but, what is 
Christ-like? Nay, even if aman be not a 
Caristian, the questionisnot what 18 pleas- 
ant, or wholesome, or companionable, but 
what is generous, what is uneelfish, what 
is megnanimous? The total abstinence 
movement musi plant itself supremely upon 
these considerations, and appesl from them 
confidently to the nobler and better, ay, the 
diviner, side of human nature. Above all, 
to every one who owns himself a disc'ple 
of the Master it must appeal in that Mas- 
ter’s name andto that Master's example. 
“ Bear yeone another's burdens,” writes 
St. Paul, “and so fu'fill the law of Christ.” 
The jaw of Christ. What is that law bat 
the law of a life that loved not itself, but 
gave itself for you and me? 


AMERICAN MANNERS. 


The Rev. Dr. R. W. Dale, “4 The Nineteenth Cen- 
tury. 





“ Politeness,” which is a word that has 
very much gone out of use in England, still 
survives in America, The disappearance of 
the reverential habits of the last century 
is deplored. Jonathan Edwards’s children 
always rose from their seats when their 
father or mother came intothe room. This 
surprising custom does not exist in any of the 
families that showed me hospitality; but I 
noticed that one of my young lady friends 
often called her father “sir,” and that she 
used the word not playfully, but with all 
the respect with which she would address 
stranger. 

I came to the conclusion—to me a very 
unexpected one—that the Americans are a 
reserved people. They are not eager to 
talk to you about their own affairs. The 
same quality of their natural temperament 
shows itself in another form ; as arule, they 
are undemonstrative. I think that the 
manners of the people I saw in Chicago, 
Philadelphia, and New York, though quiet, 
were freer and more cordial than the man- 
ners of the people I saw in New England. 
There was se. restraint upon the expres- 
sion of kindly feeling, in words, and tone, 
and bearing. The New-Englander is apt 
to keep his heart where he keeps the 
furnace which heats his house—under- 
ground. Though Americans, and especially, 
perhaps, the New-Englanders, are not so 
demonstrative, a stranger soon discovers 
that they are among the kindest people in 
the world. There are no limits to their 
kindness, They find out what their guest 
Would like to see and to do, and spare them- 
selves no thought or trouble to gratify 
him, J was struck with the admirable 
temper of the people. Though I traveled 
Several thousands of miles on steamboats 
and in railway carriages—westwards as 
far as Chicago, and suuthwards as far as 
Richmond—lI never heard the noisy quar- 
rellng which some sketches of American 
Manners might have led me to expect. 





J. ESTEY & 


COMPANY, 





No. 160.—Front View. 


No. 160.—Back View. 


BRATTLEBORO, VT. 





Our new Organ, expressly designed for Sunday Schocls, 


Chapels, etc., is proving a 


GREAT SUCCESS. 
+» Be sure to send for full descriptive Catalogue before 


purchasing any other. 


THE LARGEST WORKS (OF THE KIND) ON THE GLOBE 


allustrated Catalogue sent free, 





WE CAN'T TELL 





in an Advertisement all the Excellencies of 


THE NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER 


In order to know how In=« 
dispensable they are, you 
should send for Specimen 
Copies, to 


ADAMS, BLACKMER, & LYON PUB. GO., CHICAGO, ILL. 


THE SCHOLAR’S WEEKLY, 


THE LITTLE FOLKS. 











Sunday-Schoo Music. Books 


At less than cost. Owing to the Large 
Increase of our Organ a:d Piano Trade, 
we have decided to give up publishing 
Sunday-School Music Boeok., and will 
sellour entire * tock at the following 
prices: Songs of Grace and Glory, paper 
covers, 12e., Boards. 15c. Echoes from 
Zion—Boards, 12 cents. Sabbath-School 
Bell, Diadem, Heavenly Echoes, Chris- 
tian Melodist, and Choral Harp— Paper, 
6 cts,, boards, 10 cts. Revival Hymn 
and Tune Book, paper, 4 cts., boards, 6 
cts. Bay School Kell, paper, !2 cts., 
boards, 15c., postage. paper. 2c., boards, 
dc. Sheet Music at half price. Pianes 
and Organs, New, and Second Hand, ot 
First-class Makers, at great bargains for 
Cash, or Installments. Lilus: rated cata- 
logues mailed. A liberal discount to 
Teachers, Ministers, Churches, etc. Morace 
Waters & Suns, 40 East Lith St., N. Y. 


$500 
Saved swsrssc 


TO ADVERTISERS! =: 


do any newspaper advertising, the THIRD EDITION of 


YER & SON’S MANUAL 
FOR ADVERTISERS. 160 8vo.pp. Morecomplete 
than any which have preceded it. Gives the names. 
circulation, and advertising rates of several thousan 
newspapers in the United States and Canada, and 
contains more information of valne to an advertiser 
than can be found in any other publication. All lista 
have been carefully revised, and where practicable 
prices have been rednced. The special offers are 
numerous and unusually advantageous. Be sure to 





By buying one of our “magnifi- 
cent $750 Pianos for $190. 
$250 saved by buying our beauti- 
ful $325 Organ for $75. 

We send them for examination, 
and pay all freight if not satis- 
factory. YOU TAKE NO RISK. 

Circulars free. 


MARCHAL & SMITH, 








send for it before spending any money in newspaper 
advertising. Address N. W. AYER & SON, 
ADVERTISING AGENTS, Times Building, Philadeiphia. 





DR. WABRNER’S 
HEALTH CORSET, 


With skirt supporter and self-adjust- 
ing pads, nequaled for beauty 
style, and comfo: Apenores by al 
} physicians. For sale by leading mer- 
7% chants. Samples, any size, by mail, 
m=4 In Satteen. $1.50; Coutil, $1.75; Nurs- 
= ing Corset, $2.00; Misses’ Corset, 
0. 


. $1.00. 
2 WARNER BROS., 361 Broadway, N. Y. 


ADIES’ NECK BOW, 20c., half doz. neck Ruch- 

ings, 25. wide iace collars, 25, 35, or 50. Fine tuck 

and double-! u Tle skirt, $1.00 or nine tuck with embroi- 
dery, $2.00 by mail from 


J. D. CARLISLE, Pittsburgh, Pa. 









on the GOSPEL ACCORDING 
LECTURE TO MATTHEW. 
By HENRY G. WESTON,D.)D. Price 10 cents. 
A. F. RANDOLPH & CO., #0 Broadway, New York. 





willsend ANY book published in the 
United States, post-paid, on the se- 
ceiptot the publisher's price. 
AMES E, RAMSEY, Booxse.tirr, 
478 Avetpat Sr., Brookriys, N.Y 


WHAT JESUS SAYS. tress’ 


collated by topics, full index, large 12mo, 400 pages, 
ne oe for $1.50. Circular. Address 
VV. FRANK RUSSELL, Kalamazoo, Mich. 











SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. Ten cents per copy 
oa tree. Address M. E., Box 53, Kinderhook, New 
ork. 








PULPIT PAINTINGS, 
For Mustrated Sermons or Sunday-school Meetings. 


Rev. E. M. Long, for 20 years has been preaching and 
developing the plan of Illustrated Sermons in revival 
efforts, Churches and 22 states of the Union, has 
duplicated 52 sets of his large paintings, with the text 
they illustrate at the top of each, for the use of 
Pastors, and others, in weekly, monthly, or revival 
services, and loans them for 10 r cent. of cost. 
Subjects, plans of frame on which they revolve, 
list of churches now using them, revivals, etc., sent for 
id0cents. Photographs o Paintings also sent. Effec- 
tive in polding eye and ear, stir the heart of young 
and old, and drawing in the outside masses. Address 
him, 1859 N. 12th St., Philadelphia, Pa.; also for his 
“Tilustrated History of Hymns and Their Authors;:” 
Tlustrated Stationery for Religious Corr d 





BDUCATIONAL. 
OBERLIN COLLEGE. 
Theological, Collegiate, and Preparatory de 


ments. Elective studies. Admits both sexes. Nosaloon 
temptations. Best of religious influences. Thorough 
and cheap. Tuition, incidentals, and library ae on’y 
$27 a year. Over 1,000 students, Spring term, Marc 
12, Fall term, September 3. For circulars address 
J. B. T. Marsh, Sec., Oberlin, O. 


OBERLIN CONSERVATORY OF MUSIC.—Under 
the College management. First-class teachers. Ex- 
pen es low. Class instruction or private lessons, as 
preferred. Asa home for students, Oberlin is unsur- 
passed for healthfulness and religious and intellectual 
advantages. Address Prof. F. B. ice. 

OME SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES, 
4035 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 
Best advantages for a thorough education, Refers by 
rmission to H. Clay Trumbull, Editor of The Sunda 
School Times, and Rev. 8. W. Dana, 4001 Pine Street, 
Philadelphia, For circulars, address, 
MRS. J. A. BOGARDUS, Principal. 





REENWICH ACADEMY, with Musical Institute 

and Commercial College. Founded 1802. A Sea 
side School for both sexes. On direct route from 
New York to Boston. For catalogue address 
REV. F. D. BLAKESLEE, A.M., E. Greenwich, R. I, 





INCINNATI WESLEYAN FEMALE OOLLEGE, 
Best advantages in Literature, Science, Lan- 
guages, Painting, and Music. 
REV. DAVID H. MOORE, D.D., President, 
GOLDEN HILL SEMINARY for Young Ladies, 
¥ Bridgeport, Conn. For_circulers, address the 
Principal, Miss EMILY NELSON. 














AGENTS WANTED. 





EN WANTED-—to sell the PATENT GRID- 
DLE CAKE TURNER, and other articles that 
every family needs and will buy. Samples, 10 cents. 
Two hundred per cent. profit to nts. 
Cc, F. WEEKS, Box 507, Rochester, N. Y. 
5OO AGENTS WANTED for the sale of the 
e “Titustrated Lord’s Prayer,” TEN OTHER 
WORKS OF ART, Books and Useful Novelties. 
NOT A SINGLE HUMBUG, 
Agents are making from §2 to $15 per day. Ministers, 
Book and Picture Agents. and #/! out of employ) ment, 
send for circular and terms and be convinced 
Address, REV. 8. ‘T. BUCK, 
Milton, Northumberland Co., Pa. 
can LouRLE their 


A G BE N Tv Ss money by selling 


The End of the World Near. 


A new and startling work on prophecy. It already 
has a wide sale. Indorsed by the press and clergy. 
Sample copy sent, postpaid. on receipt of price. 
Paper, 50 cts.: Bc ard. 75 cis.: Cloth, 1.00, P O. stamps 
taken, Send forcirenlar and terms. Address 

E. W. SWORMSTEDT, 38 Arcade, Cincinnati, Ohio. 











AGENTS WANTED. Ferthe BOOK that SELLS! 


HOME MEMORIES. 


A work brim ful of the choicest reading in the Eng- 
lish language Bright and cheerful throughout. Wise 
counsel and rare entertaiament {or old and young, 
In everything itis varied, pleasant, suggestive, tru h- 
ful. A ‘book to create and refine taste, to fill Head 
and Heart atthesame time. Rare chance for men 
and women to make oney. Address, 

J. Cc, MeCurdy & Co., Phila., Pa, 








REST GOODS AT V.OWEST PRICES. 


MAGICLANTERNS 

AND VIEWS 

Illus. Catalogues & Lectures. 3 Books, ic. 
Crrcurars Free. Ovutrits WanTED. 


MAGIO MUSICAL CABINET. | THEO. J. HARBACH 
veryone ® Musician, 809 ilbert St., Philad’a, Pa. 


WACIC MOSIGAL CABINET. 


The Greatest Masical Invention 
of the Age! 

THIS NEW AND WONDERFUL INSTRUMENT 
enables any one to play any desired mel , sacred or 
secular, child can manipulate, execution faultless, 
strict in melody, harmony, etc., suitable for Sunday- 
schools, Societies, . Home use, etc, In fact, 
wherever good music required. Piease send for 
descriptive circular. 


MAGICAL APPARATUS. 


Send 15 cents for Illustrated Catalogue with 
prices. The cost of catalogue may be deducted in 
remitting for first purchase. Address the manu- 
facturer, THOMAS W. YOST, 35 North 9th St., 
Philadelphia, Pa. , 

Refers, by permission, to the publisher of this 
paper. 








and Illustrated Letters, in script, for Pastors, Superin- 
tendents, etc., to send to children, filled with children’s 


heart experiences. Agents wanted for all of the above. 





A. H. Andrews & Co,, 
13 Wabash Ave., Chi- 
cago, Manutacturers of 
Sunday and Day-school 
Furniture. A specialty 
of Portable Biack~ 
boards and Stretcher. 
Price, $1.50 to $5.00. 
Cheapest and best ever 
invented. Patent Dust- 
less Erasers and Cray- 
ons, 10c. pays fr sam- 
ple by mail. Send for 
“Guide to Church Fur- 
nishing"’ and circulars. 


ase s Bible Atlas 


-= Price. 
AGE} WANT im _ every Townshi 
Chews une Hrtiy €, Caer? Co. Hees 








Libera 
ord Cone 





50 Extra Mixed Cards, name in Crimson, Gold & 
OU Set, on all, 10e. CLINTS BROS., Clintonville, Ct. 





MACICUANTER Tews 


TERTAIN : 
FoR Suoay School AHO E E REDUCE D icAN. 


er | : 
NSSou VOR QARSTWA SULRRILABA 


LUMBER 


AT WHOLESALE. 

Southern PITCH PINE, Michigan and Canada. 

WHITE PINE AND HARD WOODS, Building 
and Ship TIMBER. Lumber for export. Cargoes 
cut to dimension and Vessels furnished. lso 
dressed seasoned Lumber, roneene Meuld- 
ings, etc., for trimming churches and fine dwell- 
ngs. 











Please send for estimates. 
E. P. WALLING, 106 WALL STREET, New Yors, 





SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. 


In Cloth, Bine and Gold, 4 cents per copy. Address 
M. K.. Box 58, Kinderhook. New York. 








» ELEGANT CARDS, no two alike, with name, 
¢)10c., postpaid. GEO. 1, REED &CO., Nassau, N.Y. 


MON EY can be made in any locality by sell- 
ing my Rubber Printing Stamps. 
DL. K. HaTFiEgLD, Pottstown, Pa. 











PULPIT HELPS. 20y: wich htrapie toate 


>) Gold & Silver Border, new, with mame and ele- 
ps gant Leatherette Case be. 26 without ease Be., or 
a 25 no two sTriee alike, and neat Morooes Case, Ihe 


Ca’logue & samples 3c. J &. Meerill, Fulton, 3. 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


[April 6, 1878. 














: F ik e s SHOPPING MART 
OF AMERICA. 
Goods are sent - all Parts of the 
World from 


Wanamaxer’s Grand Deror, 


ano 
Thousands of Ladies are now doing 
their Shopping without leaving home, 


m EVERYTHING p22 ateriai 


Yor Bverybody, of either Sex or of any 
rite for Samples and Prices 
Fows you want. They will be free- 
ly and promptly sent. 
Address, plainly, 


JOHN WANAMAKER, 
Grand Depot, 


where fe. mareet, a ae 


I N Al PRIL, 
There will appear in 


ll i ; i UNO 


A series of articles by 
DR. EDWARD EGGLESTON, 
On “How To HoLp ovr Youne PEOPLE.’ 


“NEW YORK STREET LABORERS,” 
in a series of interviews with themselves. 
SPRING PLANTING IN GARDEN AND FARM. 


A SERMON EACH WEEK, 
by Henry Warp BEECHER. 


INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS 
by Rev. Lyman Abbott. 


“ Letters from my Library,” by “ Laicus.” 


Terms $3.00 per annum, postage pre 
months on trial, $1.00. To clergymen, 
copies sent on receipt of 3 — stamp. 

‘er sale by all news-dealers. 


THE CHRISTIAN UNION, 


27 Park Place, New Yerk, 


THE 


Gem Musical Library. 


A set of 21 fine bag a yee of Bound Music, each of 
which has 80 p full Sheet Music Size, and contains 
an average of } Gongs or Pieces, all of the best and 
most pleasing character, The Composers are the most 
ae eg and successful ones in the country. The fol- 

owing are favorite Collections: 


FAIRY FINGERS. 


By Julius Becht, containing 26 charming and easy 
Waltzes, Schottishes, Polkas, &c. 


PEARL DROPS. 


Contains 25 fine and easy piano pieces by Kinkel, 
Coote, Mack, &c. Capital for learners. 


BRILLIANT GEMS. 


Fine selection of plano were of easy medium diffi- 
culty, by Pacher, Allard, Kinkel, and others. 


PLEASANT MEMORIES. 


Contains quite a variety of piano music, of moderate 
difficulty, aud by 14 different composers. 


FIRESIDE ECHOES. 


A collection of capital songs and choruses by 16 of 
the best composers, 
#2 00 Cloth, 

send for Circulars with | Contents of 21 books, 


aid. For 4 
50, Sample 





A most attractive Son 4s, * ru be v watching ar 
atthe Window,” by C. M. Pyke, 40 cts. bee 
p icture title, as has G. D. Wilson's new Polka } heads. 
called “ Dancing on the Green,” (60 cts.) which is 
gaining a deserved popularity. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 
C, H. DITSON 4 CO. J. EZ DITSON 4 CO, 
Broadway, 922 Chestnut “treet, 
New York. Pbiiadelphis. 





Sett Guiasibiie et Terry, $65. 


Sett Compiete in Plush, $75. 


Made in solid black wa!nut and finished in the 
most elegant manner. 30 other styles, $45 to per 
sett. Pew cushions, 35 cts, to $1.25 per foot. urch, 
Chapel, and Sunday School Furniture on hand of the 
Jatest and most een patterns, or made to order 
at short notice. hotographs, with Price List, sent by 
mail if applied for. 


Paines Manufactory, 


48 CANAL STREET, 
And 141 Friend Street, 


Boston, Mass. 





Pi ANOS "1 > antag battle en n high prices. ‘RAG ING 


War on the monopolist renewed, 


Re See See Beatty’ 8 latest Newspaper full reply (sent 
before buying piano or organ. Read ary latest circu 


WA Daniel “gouty Washingnae ORGANS 


cua viel 
60. DECALCOMANTE or Transfer Pictures, 10cta. ; 


W-voiezk or Gauw. Sula ey post-pase. 





Price of each bvok, $1.50 Boards. | 





ATLANTA! 


Special Notice to Delegates! 
ALLEGER, BOWLBY & C0O., 


WASHINGTON: N. J., 





| will besent free to any address on ap 


Desire to announce to the Delegates and to others who may be 
interested, that they offer a fine Organ, with solid walnut case, | 
two and three-fifths sets of reeds, twelve stops, Grand Organ | 
knee attachment, and all other improvements, for $67.00 cash. 

A written warranty for five years accompanies each Organ. 

Sub-bass and octave-coupler added for $15.00. This instru- 
ment or any other upon their catalogue will be sent to any) 
point in the United States, for ten days’ examination, at their own) 
risk, and, IF NOT PURCHASED, at their own expense. 

Every organ is new and sent direct from the Star Parlor Steam 
Organ Factory in Washington, N. J. 

For full description and illustrations address the manufacturers, 

_ALLEGER, BOWLBY & CO., rs New a 


~BIGLOW & MAIN’S 


PUBLICATIONS FOR 


Canday-Schools, Choirs, & Devotional Meetings 


ARE UNRIVALED! 


FOR SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS. 














FOR CHOIRS. 


THE CORONATION, 
CHORAL ANTHEMS, (new.) 


Each of above, $13.50 per dozen; $1.50 each by mail. 


} 
| THE VICTORY, 
THE LATEST AND MOST POPULAR BOOKS. | 


FRESH LAURELS, BRIGHT JEWELS, PURE GOLD, 
ROYAL DIADEM, BRIGHTEST AND BEST, GOSPEL HYMNS AND SACRED SONGS, 
WELCOME TIDINGS, and GOSPEL HYMNS No. 2. 


Price for each, $30 per 100 copies; 50 cents each by mail. | Price for either, with music, $30 per 100; 35 cents by mail. 


w&a@ These books are issued in several editions. Cata- 
ve <<. logue sent by mail on application. 


BOOK OF PRAISE, NEW HYMNARY, | SONG EVANGEL, WINNOWED HYMNS. 
Hither of these, $40 per 100 copies ; 35 cents each by mail. Price, $25 per 100 copies; 30 cents each by mail. 


Something New for Temperance Meetings. "»'=s'=:0.7 


By Rev. Rob’t Lowry and 
Price, $25 per 100 copies; 30 cents each by Mail. 


W. Howard Doane. 
aa” A Full Catalogue of all our — BIGLOW & M AIN, (wee era ery.) 


sent post-paid, on application. 
76 East Ninth Street, New Weekes 73 Mandelyh Street, Chicage. 


FOR DEVOTIONAL MEETINGS. 





$24.50 
ECONOMICAL 


S.S. LIBRARY 
A. 50 Vols. 


13,356 Pages. 








In Uniform Style. 


The Volumes num- 
bered and ready for 
use. 


50 Catalogues with 
each Set. 


Each Set in a neat 
wooden case (grained 
Walnut.) 


The booksin the two 


sets are all different, 
Price of the same books and they may be used Price of the same books 


separately, $50.25. together, making separately, $59.05. 
110 Vols., 30,00 30,000 Pages, ! for $53. 50. 


Works by Mrs. Cart ES, GEORGE g MAcDONAL p, NORMAN MACLEOD, 
Epwarp Garrett, Dr. Jon Hat, Hessa Srrerron, Miss 
PHELPs, LYMAN ABBOTT, and other well known writers include od. 

Unequaled for high character of books, substantial and attractive style, and 
cheapness, these Libraries are well worth attenion of City and Country Sunday 
Schools, Circular with full Catalogues sent on application. 


_ bood, MEAD & COMPANY, Publishers, 751 Broadway, WN. Y. 
Lesson Treacher. 


The “* LESSON TEACHER” is for Sunday School Teachers. 

It answers the question ** How can I so teach the International Lesson, that 
my scholars shall be spiritually benefitted by it?” It gives special aid in the 
Application of the n. One copy, one month, three cents; one year, 25 
cents, ie n come and over, each 15 cents a year. 

‘E R. SMITH, Publisher, 70 Bible House, New York. 


ECONOMICAL 
S. S. LIBRARY 














B. 60 Vols. 


16,462 Pages. 





























DRY GOODS 


BY MAIL OR EXPRESS, 


Sent to any address in any part of the United States by 


JORDAN, MARSH & CO. 


| of Boston, Mass., the largest Dry Goods House in New 
| England. 


By dealing with this house the people in 
the towns of the Middle. Western, and Southern 
States can secure the benefit of the lowest retail prices 
et. in Boston or New York. An elegant CATA. 
JOGUE, with full description of the goods and prices, 
en igee People 
| who desire to purchase hosiery, gloves, milline ry, 
ladies’ underwear, infants’ clothing, boys’ clothing. 
housekeeping goods, ribbons, handkerchiefs, coliars, 
cuffs, laces fringes, embroidery, woolens, dress goods, 
silks, shawls, furs, cloaks, suits, etc., etc., and wish to 
save money and get the advantage of selection from an 
immense stock, should send for this CATALOGUE, 


Adaress JORDAN, MARSH & CO.,Boston, Mass. WU. S.A. 








CROWELL’S 


| SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARY NO. 4. 


FOR PRIMARY AND INFANT SCHOLARS. 


With illustrations. 36 volumes. 
Schools, Retail price, $10.80. 

We have just issued the above new and attractive 
library for the younger scholars in the Suuday- 
Schools, containing a choice selection of short and 
interesting stories especially adapted to this class of 
pupils, 

We ask the attention of purchasers to the binding, 
which, by a new method of sewing, is made stronger 
and more durable than any other series now in 


18mo. $6.75 net to 


, the market,—an important consideration in books 


| designed for small children. 
Special care has been taken in the preparation of 
these books; and we commend this library to those 
desiring an interesting and profitable series at a very 
| low price. Published by 
THOMAS Y. CROWELL, 
744 Broapway, NEw YorKE. 





Sunday-Schoo: Lipraries 
No. 1. 30 vols. 18mo 


No. 3. 15 vols. 16mo 
Also just issued for Frimary and Infant Scholars: 
No. 4. 36 vols. 18mo 6.7: 
Containing a choice selection of short and interest 
hg stories, especially pm acne = this class of readers 
Send for our complete catalogu 
1. Y. CROWELL, 744 T beeadwas, New York. 





Books for Sunday-school Libraries. 
Anson D. F. Randolph & Co., 900 Broad- 
way, corner of Twentieth Street, New 
York, invite attention to their books 
for Sunday-school Libraries. The selee- 
tion is carefully made from the cata- 
logues of the Religious Publishing 
Societies, and all other unexception- 
able sources, and is believed to be larger 
than that offered by any other estab- 
lishment. 





FROM A PASTOR IN NEW JERSEY. 


Dear Sirs:—Let me thank you for the 
favor you have done to our Sabbath-school, 
in the choice books with which you have 
enabled us to replenish our library. Wo 
sought to obtain good rather than cheap 
books. Accordingly, we appointed a small 
committee of persons competent to select, 
who, upon consnitation, at once decided to 
apply to you. Your kindness in making a 
selection for us of your best books, and send- 
ing so Many more than we expected to buy, 
from which to choose, enabled us to get just 
what we wanted. Indeed, your own selec- 
tion wasso good, that often we found it difficult 
to decide between one book and another. 
Your prices also were wholly satisfactory ; so 
in every way we feel like being grateful to 
you for what we have received, instead of 
finding a word of fault. 


Catalogues furnished o on | application. 





Shows Mountains, Valleys, Plains, Seas, Rivers and Towns, 
as vividly as would a visit to the tes od itself. Its elevations and 
depressions form a representatix the Lands of the Bible 
forcibly and beautifully illustrat ing Bible History. Itis univer- 
sally acknowledged as the needed help for the Bible stu- 
dent or Sunday-school worker, giving new life to his read- 
in, Being mounted ona close folding table for class use, or for 
hangi ng on the wall, itis convenient, cheap and durable. 
for Circular and order one. Price, with y. giving Scripture 
references fully, $10.00. We also mant ture models of the 
U. 8. for schools, and all kinds of Se sheet and K. Thurch 
Furniture. Agents Wanted in every con 
eral. Send for circulars or catalogues, EXCELSIOR. ‘ScHOoL 
FURNITURE MANUFACTURING 6, CINCINNATI, Q. 

Ten varieties: size of 


MOTT CARDS. each, 7 by 2 inches, 
Can be used as book-marks or for other purposes. 
On face are motioes in large type, such as “Am I a 
Christian ?” “* Why am I not a Christian ?” “Without 
loveI am nothing.” “Where shall I spend eternity ? 
ete. On back of each are texts enforcing the motto. 
Are suited to Sabbath-school classes, Inqui'rers. 
Prayer-Meetings, etc. $1.50 per 100, or 25 cenis per set 
of 10, post- a 
. SYCKELMOORE, 
1420 Chestnut St., 
Phi la., 


Send 


Prin sted in bronse on 
black enameled cards 


Pa. 


FC. will get you 5 white lawn ties or 2 new style 
e? linen collars, or 2 hemmed linen handk erchie!s 
or black apt meee: ai or pair of suspenders, or pocket- 


J. D>. ‘CARLISE. EK, Pitteburgh, Pa. 





SACRAMENTAL SABBATHS. 








